Sunday, August 15, 2021
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The assembly stands.
CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 118:24)
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we havedone and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
HYMN Morning Has Broken (ELW 556)

GATHERING (ELW p.184)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you,
KRYIE (ELW p.184)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us with such a
knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you
continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6
Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as ordinary food
is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and understanding—is necessary for fullness of
life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s banquet is the way to life.
A reading from Proverbs.
1Wisdom

has built her house,
she has hewn her seven pillars.
2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine,
she has also set her table.
3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls
from the highest places in the town,
4“You that are simple, turn in here!”
To those without sense she says,
5“Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine I have mixed.
6Lay aside immaturity, and live,
and walk in the way of insight.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 34:9-14
Psalm 34 is a song of thanksgiving.
9Fear

the LORD, you saints of the LORD,
for those who fear the LORD lack nothing.
10The lions are in want and suffer hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.
11Come, children, and listen to me;
I will teach you reverence for the LORD.
12Who among you takes pleasure in life
and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?
13Keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from lying words.
14Turn from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20
True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily conduct.
Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give thanks to God for one
another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ.
A reading from Ephesians.
15Be

careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the time,
because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not
get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your
hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)

GOSPEL READING: John 6:51-58
In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which Jesus identifies
himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a connection that would not be
understood until after his death, in light of the church’s celebration of holy communion.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will
live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
52The

Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal
life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true
drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This
is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But
the one who eats this bread will live forever.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON
The assembly stands.
HYMN I Received the Living God (ELW 477) See next page.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p.105)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.
WE GIVE THANKS
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank
you!
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands and sings the hymn below as the gifts are brought
forward.
OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name,
who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come,
and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done,
but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven.
For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread;
and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses,
forever and ever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
COMMUNION
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain
white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives.
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come
forward for a blessing.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)

Here is the Bread (ELW 483)

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW 484)

BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord! (ELW 875)

SENDING
You are loved!
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Ministers of:
Music
Proclamation (Lector)
Christ’s Light (Acolytes)
Minister of Technology
Worship (Altar Care)

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Today
Jill Barnhart
Beth Kaufman
Andrew S.
Poppen Family

August 22
Jill Barnhart
Jeni & Hannah S.
Paula Casper
Poppen Family

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or
outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine
forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and
praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ!

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at
319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org).
If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates,
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula
Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net).
Join us for worship indoors on the first and third Sunday of the month
in which the Sacrament of Holy Communion will also be celebrated. On
the second and fourth Sunday of the month we will gather outdoors if
weather permits. All worship services will be streamed online via
Facebook.

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact
Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday, August 22nd is John 6: 56-59

Is your child ready to start receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion? It is
our belief a child does not need to be a certain age to take communion;
however, some education is required so the child will have a basic
understanding of this sacrament. The decision of whether a child is ready is
made between the parents/guardians and pastor. If you have questions or are
interested in attending first communion instruction, please notify Pastor Chad
by today. A time will then be determined between all interested families.

ATTENTION YOUTH (4th—8th Grade) & PARENTS
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 15th as we begin a new
year of youth faith formation. We will gather at 6:30 PM and the entire
family is invited to attend. Plans and activities are still being determined.
Affirmation of Baptism (aka Confirmation) for youth in grades 7-8 and
faith formation class for youth in grades 4-6 will begin the following
Wednesday, September 22nd at 6:30 PM.
Spread the word and invite your friends too!
*For parents of younger children, stay tuned as plans are being made for
faith formation opportunities.

Children and youth in grades 4-8th are invited to serve during worship in a
very special way by being a Minister of Christ’s Light or Acolyte. An online
signup has been created and can be accessed at the link below. If you need
training, please see Pastor Chad.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b48afad2caafd0-minister1
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