John 3:1-17(NSRV)
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to
him, “How can anyone be born after having grown
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of
God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of
it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you
a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things?
11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we
know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do
not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

John 3:1-17(The Message)
3 1-2 There was a man of the Pharisee sect,
Nicodemus, a prominent leader among the
Jews. Late one night he visited Jesus and said,
“Rabbi, we all know you’re a teacher straight
from God. No one could do all the God-pointing,
God-revealing acts you do if God weren’t in on
it.”
3 Jesus said, “You’re absolutely right. Take it
from me: Unless a person is born from above,
it’s not possible to see what I’m pointing to—to
God’s kingdom.”
4 “How can anyone,” said Nicodemus, “be born
who has already been born and grown up? You
can’t re-enter your mother’s womb and be born
again. What are you saying with this ‘born-fromabove’ talk?”
5-6 Jesus said, “You’re not listening. Let me say
it again. Unless a person submits to this original
creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’
creation, the invisible moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s not possible to enter
God’s kingdom. When you look at a baby, it’s
just that: a body you can look at and touch. But
the person who takes shape within is formed by
something you can’t see and touch—the Spirit—
and becomes a living spirit.
7-8 “So don’t be so surprised when I tell you
that you have to be ‘born from above’—out of
this world, so to speak. You know well enough
how the wind blows this way and that. You hear
it rustling through the trees, but you have no
idea where it comes from or where it’s headed
next. That’s the way it is with everyone ‘born
from above’ by the wind of God, the Spirit of
God.”
Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 1993,
1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission
of NavPress Publishing Group."
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Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we
praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep
us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence,
where you live in endless joy and love, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

