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RINGING OF BELL  
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 
Sin and death have no power over us. 
Alleluia! 
Let us come and worship Him. 
Let us worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you 
protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 



 
 
 

 

 

PSALM 1 
Psalm 1 is an instructional psalm. 

1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not    
 wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; 
 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

READING: 1 John 5:9-13 
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son of God 
believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 

A reading from 1st John. 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that 
he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. 
Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has 
given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13I 
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you 
have eternal life. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING: John 17:6-19 
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his 
disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 
you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have 
my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you 
have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 

HYMN This Little Light of Mine 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



RECOGNITION AND PRAYER FOR OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
the light no darkness can overcome. 
Let your light scatter the darkness 
and illumine your church. 
Fill us with your light, 
so that we may let it shine before others. 
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we rejoice with all graduates and pray for them in their future endeavors. Especially, 
we give thanks for our high school seniors: Olivia Poppen, Kaitlyn Lovetinsky, Collin Lovetinsky, Ellie 
Holstad, Gavin Hierseman, Anna Friis, and Katie Anderson. We rejoice for the gift each is to their 
family, friends, and our community. Look with favor upon them, protect them, and grant to them 
courage, patience, and vision as they embark on a new stage in their life. Let your Spirit instill within 
them the faith to believe in the promise you are with them always. Bless them in all they do, wherever 
they go, and let the light of Christ shine brightly through each of them to all they encounter. All this we 
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our hope and light.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. Options on ways to 
give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

Offerings received throughout the week and from those in attendance are brought forward and placed 
on the altar railing as “Create in Me a Clean Heart” is played. (See next page) 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the 
true Pascal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

COMMUNION 

With repentant hearts, we believe through this meal Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished the Spirit sends us forth in service  

and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love to the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



COMMUNION 
Following communion, the assembly will sing “Eat This Bread” (ELW 472). 

 

BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
Sent with the peace of Christ, go, and give witness to the good news of Easter! 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today May 23 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Lisa Zimmerman Kami Poppen 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes) Tate F. & Cole C. Alexa F. 

Minister of Technology  Hannah S. Andrew S. 

Worship (Altar Care) Jill Taylor Jill Taylor 
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Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 

to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or 
outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine 

forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and 
praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 

interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, 
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 

Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 

 

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the 

upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join 
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact 

Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be 
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday, May 23 John 15:26-27; 

16:4b-15.  
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