Sunday, April 18, 2021
Third Sunday of Easter
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)
RINGING OF BELL
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
WELCOME
GATHERING
Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed.
Sin and death have no power over us.
Alleluia!
Let us come and worship Him.
Let us worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with
your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading,
preaching, and song.
God.

PSALM 4
Psalm 4 is a prayer for help.
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?”

3Know

that the LORD does wonders for the faithful;
the LORD will hear me when I call.
4Tremble, then, and do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5Offer the appointed sacrifices,
and put your trust in the LORD.
6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD.
7You have put gladness in my heart,
more than when grain and wine abound.
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.
READING: 1 John 3:1-7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of
our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.
A reading from 1 John.
1See

what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.
4Everyone

who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who
sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:36b-50
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And
36bJesus

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
44Then

he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 50Then he led
them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
HYMN Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. Options on ways to
give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!
Offerings received throughout the week and from those in attendance are brought forward and placed
on the altar railing as “Create in Me a Clean Heart” is played.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

SENDING
Sent with the peace of Christ, go and give witness to the good news of Easter!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you
to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or
outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine
forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and
praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ!
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If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at
319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org).
If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates,
please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula
Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net).

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the
upcoming Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join
at home or work while on your lunch break. If interested, contact
Pastor Chad at pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be
forwarded to you. The gospel for Sunday, April 25 is John 10:11-18
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