
 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting September 14, 2020  (via ZOOM) 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Hughes at 6:32 p.m. 

Pastor Chad began opening with a video of “You Are Loved” by a Christian rock band.  He then 

gave readings from Isaiah, Ephesians, and 1 John which talked about God’s love for us.  He used 

this message at a funeral last Friday and in yesterday’s sermon.  He was unable to share Bishop 

Eaton’s message, but said that it was about people’s yearning for meaning in their lives right 

now in the time of a pandemic.  He closed with a prayer. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Council Report – September 14, 2020  

  

Joys:  

• Gift to worship outdoors  

• New cameras to assist our ministry and mission of proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ • 

 Presence of Jesus always; but, especially amidst this pandemic  

  

Happenings since last month:  

• A few outdoor pastoral visits  

• Hospital visit  

• Funeral of Tammy Kroemer  

• Education meeting with Kristin and Amber  

• Meetings with Al regarding God’s Work, Our Hands, 125th anniversary and further ways God may 

be leading us to carry out God’s work  

• Moses Project o Cohort meeting (via Zoom) – we are reading the book Canoeing the Mountains. 

Discussion centered around adapting as pastors in our current context and also ways we can 

support one another  

• Finish setting up, testing, and getting new cameras and current sound system ready with White 

Dove Electronics  

• Plan Confirmation o First week had to be cancelled due to unseasonably cold temperatures. I 

made a video recording and researched ways to lead confirmation if unable to meet in person, 

perhaps utilizing Google Classroom  

• Continued leading the Monday Gospel gathering o 3-4 gather each Monday o Lively discussion 

o Please join us!  



• Free Indeed Prison Ministry Outside Council Meeting o Recorded a video of my experience with 

Free Indeed to be shown on Free Indeed’s Facebook page  

• Begin work on upcoming class on the book Dialogue on Race o 12 people signed up  

• Text Study with colleagues via Zoom  

• Pre-Marital session  

• WBARC Meeting via Zoom  

• Time in prayer for the beloved people of God at Bethany o Sending post cards   

Secretary’s Report: 

Linda moved and Amber seconded to accept the secretary’s report.  Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

In August we received $13,740 in offerings and had expenses of $12,396, which includes $875 

for VBS.  That allowed for an increase of $1,344 in the General Fund for the month of August 

and a year to date increase of $4,945.  Keep in mind that we have $3,800 budgeted for local 

ministry donations which happens at year end.   

The Improvement Fund of $705.78 was used for the wireless mic and $3,000 from the 

Memorial Fund was used for the new camera system for online services. 

Anne moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Kristin seconded.  Motion passed. 

Committee Reports 

Building and Grounds:  No report. 

Education and Youth: 

• Kristin said that Faith Formation take home kits have been prepared for the 2 to 8 year 

old kids.  These will distributed monthly and include lessons, activities, and prayer 

diaries along with a website to be used.  Signups will begin this week with classes to 

begin the end of September. 

• Amber said that everything is ready to go for the older Faith Formation kids with lessons 

already sent out.  They will be meeting outside in person.  Last week’s class was rained 

out but will resume this Wednesday. 

• Pastor Chad thanked them both for their efforts in making this happen. 

Evangelism and Outreach: 

• God’s work. Our hands. Sunday went well except for the online service.  Al thanked 

Linda, John, and Mary (and Linda thanked Al) for weeding and gardening around the 

church.  Many people brought supplies for Hoover Elementary and DVIP.  A few people 

are still planning to bring some items, so we’ll wait until next week to distribute them. 



• Bethany’s 125th Anniversary will be on October 25th and we are planning a special 

Sunday with a special prayer, blessing, and a short video.  We are planning to begin 

recording for the video next week. 

Fellowship: 

Anne is planning to begin online fellowship again when services can no longer be held outdoors.  

She would like to send something to older members who cannot participate in this fellowship 

activity but would still like to be involved with the church in some way.  Del mentioned an idea 

of meal distribution to them, but this would require some thought for safety reasons. 

Stewardship: 

Dave had nothing new.  He mentioned a successful fundraising for his daughter who was in the 

hospital and thanked Bethany for their part. 

Worship and Music: 

• The committee is planning to begin offering of communion on the first Sunday of the 

month, using the disposable kits. 

• The piano which was gifted from Cliff and Monica Hinkhouse was delivered to the 

church and put into the small hall where it will be used for choir practice.   

Old Business: 

• New equipment update:  Two cameras were installed in the nave for online services.  

This worked well two weeks ago, but had some problems yesterday.  Tomorrow, Tim 

Kakavas will be coming to troubleshoot the system.  Jill Barnhart has been helping with 

the setup also. 

• Outdoor service update:  Yesterday’s service had problems with the new cell phone 

which was used.   

New Business: 

• Del led a discussion of things on the October calendar list which included things like 

committee formations and dates.  No motions were needed. 

• Dave moved to continue our present policy of keeping the church closed for another 

month unless a dramatic decline in COVID cases might occur.  Amber seconded.  Motion 

passed. 

Our next meeting will be October 12th. 

Amber moved to adjourn.  Linda seconded.  Motion passed. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

 



 


