
Sunday, January 3, 2021 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

RINGING OF BELL 
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
WELCOME 

You are invited to respond with the bold printed words and sing the hymns.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Brief silence for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GREETING AND PRAYER 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 147:12-20 
Psalm 147 is a hymn of praise. 

12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; 
 praise your God, O Zion, 
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
 and has blessed your children within you. 
14God has established peace on your borders 
 and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
15God sends out a command to the earth, 
 a word that runs very swiftly.  
16God gives snow like wool, 
 scattering frost like ashes. 
17God scatters hail like breadcrumbs. 
 Who can stand against God’s cold? 
18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; 
 the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
19God declares the word to Jacob, 
 statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20The LORD has not done so to any other nation; 
 they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  

 

 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in 
Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal 
salvation. 

A reading from Ephesians. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so 
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you 
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, 
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING: John 1:1-18 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. 
This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 



 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE            

HYMN O, Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some have lost their jobs, hours reduced and may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore 
unable to financially give; while others may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found 
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery 
of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to the God whom we cannot see. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

:  

http://www.wbbethany.org/


COMMUNION 

With repentant hearts, we believe through this meal Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished the Spirit sends us forth in service  

and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love to the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

SENDING 
Go in peace! Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg.  
Hymns used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you 

to join us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or 

outdoors (weather dependent). Blessings to you as you shine 
forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and 

praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

The council has set the date of our annual meeting for Sunday,  
January 17, 2021 at 10:30 AM via Zoom Meeting. Remember, a 

“Voting Member” per our Constitution and Bylaws is defined as: 

C8.02.c Voting members are confirmed members. Such 
confirmed members, during the current or preceding 
calendar year, shall have communed in this congregation 
and shall have made a contribution of record to this 

congregation.   

 

Altar Care Volunteers 
 

We are looking for a few more people or families to prepare our worship space 

for one month this coming year.  The tasks include: changing the altar cloths 
(paraments), filling the candles with oil (we have a new filler!), providing 

flowers, and setting up for Communion. I will show you everything, and there 
are detailed instructions in the sacristy. Thanks for considering this!  
 

Linda Black, Worship and Music  
 


