
16 "But to what will I compare this generation? 
It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to one another, 17 "We played the flute 
for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and 
you did not mourn.' 18 For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say, "He has a 
demon'; 19 the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, "Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds." 
 
25 At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intel-
ligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 
All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 28 "Come to me, all you that are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."  

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (NRSV) 

16-19 “How can I account for this generation? The 
people have been like spoiled children whining 
to their parents, ‘We wanted to skip rope, and 
you were always too tired; we wanted to talk, 
but you were always too busy.’ John came 
fasting and they called him crazy. I came 
feasting and they called me a lush, a friend of 
the riffraff. Opinion polls don’t count for much, 
do they? The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating.”  
 
25-26 Abruptly Jesus broke into prayer: “Thank 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth. You’ve 
concealed your ways from sophisticates and 
know-it-alls, but spelled them out clearly to or-
dinary people. Yes, Father, that’s the way you 
like to work.” 

27 Jesus resumed talking to the people, but now 
tenderly. “The Father has given me all these 
things to do and say. This is a unique Father-Son 
operation, coming out of Father and Son inti-
macies and knowledge. No one knows the Son 
the way the Father does, nor the Father the 
way the Son does. But I’m not keeping it to my-
self; I’m ready to go over it line by line with an-
yone willing to listen. 

28-30 “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on 
religion? Come to me. Get away with me and 
you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to 
take a real rest. Walk with me and work with 
me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced 
rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or 
ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and 
you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (Message) 

Questions to Ask in Sermon Preparation 

1. Does this text utter a judgement? 

2. Does it evoke some poignant aspect of our alienat-
ed humanity — loneliness, anxiety, or hopeless-
ness? 

3. Does it resound with some liberating word of affir-
mation and promise? 

4. Does  it lay upon us some unmovable or relentless 
response growing out of God’s own unconditional 
and indescribable generosity? 

*From Preaching Law and Gospel, Herman G. Stuemple 


