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Dear Faithful People of God in Christ Jesus, 
 

Since the start of this global pandemic, it seems my life has 
been anything but full of peace. There has been increased 
stress trying to figure out how to worship online, lead confirm-
ation and stay connected, fears about contracting this virus, 

anxiety over whether offerings would continue to sustain our ministry, and now 
as we give thought to gathering again my anxiety is ramped up to a new level 
trying to figure out things such as how to do it safely, how to continue online wor-
ship with people gathered in-person, when is the right time to gather again, and 
how to respond to those who may disagree with decisions to not gather in-
person or vice versa. Jesus repeatedly says words of peace to his disciples; 
however, I admit I am struggling to hear them and feel the presence of that 
peace calm the storms that rage within my mind, body, and soul. Often have the 
words to the song “Peace, Be Still” (Text: Stephen Iverson © 2009 Augsburg For-

tress) that we have utilized during Lent around the cross on Wednesday eve-
nings gone through my mind. They are: 
 

Peace, be still. Peace, be still.  

The storm rages. Peace, be still. 
 

Jesus knew all too well the disciples would yearn for peace following his death. 
He knew their hearts would be deeply troubled and he assures them the promise 
of his peace to still the raging storm within. Peace is an oft used word throughout 
the Bible, both in the Old and New Testament and it carries with it a host of 
meanings. I suspect most of us have heard the term “Shalom.” It is a Hebrew 
greeting; yet, it carries with it much more than “hello” or “good-bye.” When used 
as a greeting, the greeter is in a sense blessing you with the complete and per-
fect peace that comes through God.  
 

The word peace can also infer restoration and perhaps that is how Jesus is us-
ing it. Although he will die, ascend to be with his Father, the peace he leaves the 
disciples and subsequently all believers to come will be experienced through the 
sending of the Spirit to be with us always and assure us “that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor pow-
ers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35,36 NRSV) 
 

So, while we are apart from one another physically, while the storm rages, as I 
continue to sing in my head, “Peace, be still” I will remember the peace I have 
and we have is the restoration of a right relationship with the Triune God: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. The peace the Spirit brings us amidst the storm that rages 
is the complete confidence to trust we are never alone.  

 
 

6/7 - Zoom Fellowship 10:30 AM 
6/8 - Council Meeting  (Zoom)  
 6:30 PM 
6/14 - Zoom Fellowship 10:30 AM 
6/21 - Zoom Fellowship 10:30 AM 
6/28 - Zoom Fellowship 10:30 AM 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
235 South Second Street 

West Branch, Iowa 52358 
(319) 643-5998 

 

Pastor Chad Whaley                           
pastor@wbbethany.org  

Office Hours 
Monday & Thursday                            

9:00 a.m. - Noon   

*Pastor Chad is also available by      
appointment. 

Admin. Assistant: Paula Casper  
blcsecretary@lcom.net   

 
Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 8:00-11:30 a.m. 

Simply search “Bethany Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) West Branch, Iowa” on 

facebook and “like” our page! 

Search @blcwestbranch 

Important Dates 

Contact Information 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 

ALSO FIND US ON TWITTER! 

[Jesus said] “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 

do not let them be afraid.” — John 14:27 (NRSV) 

We will continue to 
worship remotely via 
Facebook  
Sundays at 9:30 AM. 

June/July 2020 
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Books For Adults 
 

Where Goodness Still Grows: Reclaiming Virtue In An Age Of 
Hypocrisy is by Amy Peterson. Social media and recent politi-
cal events have exposed the fault lines that exist within our 
country and our spiritual communities. Millennials are leaving 

the church, citing hypocrisy, partisanship, and unkindness as reasons. 
This book dissects the moral code of American evangelicalism and puts it 
back together in a new way. She writes as someone familiar with, fond 
of, and also deeply critical of the world of conservative evangelicalsim. 
She writes as someone invested in the future of humanity, and as some-
one who needs to know how to teach her kids what it means to be good. 
She reimagines virtue as a tool and not a weapon. Reimagining specific 
virtues, such as kindness, purity, modesty, hospitality, and hope she finds 
that if we listen harder and further, we will find the places where good-
ness still grows. The January 2020 isssue of the Living Lutheran has a 
two page interview with the author.  
 

A Song Of Joy by Lauraine Snelling is the 4th volume of the Under 
Northern Skies series. In Minnesota in 1911, Nilda Carlson is torn  
between life in the city of Blackduck and spending time with her family 
back home on the farm. Her employer, Mrs. Schoenleber, gives her more 
and more responsibility, including leading an exciting new philanthropy 
project to help the area's immigrant community. Nilda tries to focus on 
raising money to build affordable homes for Blackduck's newcomers. She 
is distracted by a private detective searching into her past. A rich man 
from Minneapolis is vying for her attention. She would rather spend time 
with Fritz Larsson, a school teacher. Nilda must decide what future she 
will choose for herself.. I will put volumes 1-3 out on the table as well for 
those who have not read them. 

Bethany Books 
 
 
 
 

 

06/01 Sarah Fischer, Phil Hougen 
06/02 Ethan Fetzer 
06/06 Gavin Hierseman 
          Stacy Beyer 
06/07 Richard Madsen 
06/11 Lee Cassabaum 
06/13 Annika Olson,  
          Lauren Whaley 
06/15 Amanda Whaley 
06/17 Curt Casper 
06/18 Jennifer Leslie, Chad Whaley 
          William VanScoyoc 
06/20 Lon Liebergen 
06/30 Sue Hughes 
 

 

 
 

07/02 Diane Hougen 
07/05 Kim Colvin 
07/07 Tara Langley, Mason Sweat 
07/08 Lynn Snyder 
07/09 Tim Shields 
07/10 Jerry Dodds 
07/12 Dan Holstad 
07/13 Peggy Jeffries, June Madsen 
07/14 Herb Friis 
07/15 Claudia Beyer, 
          Dale Swenson 
07/16 Dan Haub 
07/17 Anna Bruns 
07/19 Roxanne Bahnsen 
07/20 Matthew Paulsen, 
          Kristin Black 
07/23 Kelsi Fryauf 
07/25 Patsy Ernst 
07/30 Carol Roghair 
07/31 Derek Fetzer 

June Birthdays 

July Birthdays 

 
 
 

Virtual Fellowship 

Join us for a time of fellowship fol-
lowing today’s worship at 10:30 
and throughout June via Zoom. 
The information to participate is 
below.  
 

If you have any questions, please 
contact: 
 

Anne Fetzer 
(Anne.R.Anderson@Pearson.com) 
or  
 

Dave Bahnsen 
(bahn1225@gmail.com) 
 
 

We hope to see you there! 

When: 10:30 AM 
 May 31, June 7, June 14,  
 June 21, June 28 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/
j/71360729699?
pwd=aU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydm
xLcmxyZkxydz09 
 
Meeting ID: 713 6072 9699 
 
Password: 5jpgmN 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=happy+birthday&entry_date=1%2f1%2f0001&image_type=cl%2cph%2cpp%2cbc%2cca%2cmv%2cwt%2cnt%2cpt%2cft&page=7&ipp=10
mailto:Anne.R.Anderson@Pearson.com
mailto:bahn1225@gmail.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us04web.zoom.us_j_71360729699-3Fpwd-3DaU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydmxLcmxyZkxydz09&d=DwMFAg&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=qDlk8IzxMKWn5y70OBbHubR_NBMAPpQTgaYYz2IHwcE&m=3c9gYnpHr_4RqyB4TiYluosBASjX3Wq2a3IbctpeQy0&s=8E5nhO0
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us04web.zoom.us_j_71360729699-3Fpwd-3DaU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydmxLcmxyZkxydz09&d=DwMFAg&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=qDlk8IzxMKWn5y70OBbHubR_NBMAPpQTgaYYz2IHwcE&m=3c9gYnpHr_4RqyB4TiYluosBASjX3Wq2a3IbctpeQy0&s=8E5nhO0
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us04web.zoom.us_j_71360729699-3Fpwd-3DaU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydmxLcmxyZkxydz09&d=DwMFAg&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=qDlk8IzxMKWn5y70OBbHubR_NBMAPpQTgaYYz2IHwcE&m=3c9gYnpHr_4RqyB4TiYluosBASjX3Wq2a3IbctpeQy0&s=8E5nhO0
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__us04web.zoom.us_j_71360729699-3Fpwd-3DaU9kTWgwWWRZa3pydmxLcmxyZkxydz09&d=DwMFAg&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=qDlk8IzxMKWn5y70OBbHubR_NBMAPpQTgaYYz2IHwcE&m=3c9gYnpHr_4RqyB4TiYluosBASjX3Wq2a3IbctpeQy0&s=8E5nhO0
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Confirmation News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To the congregation of Bethany Lutheran Church. 
 

Thank you for your support of Lutheran Campus Ministry! 
 

We appreciate it now more than ever. This semester has been 
full of changes for us. In addition to adopting an online format 
due to the pandemic, we moved into our new space at the start 
of March. It’s beautiful and we hope to be able to resume in-
person services there in the fall. In the meantime LCM remains 
a critical source of support for students in this stressful and  
anxious time. Your continued financial and spiritual support is 
invaluable to us and we are deeply grateful. 
 

With love & Gratitude, 
 

The students of Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Two youth were to affirm their faith May 31
st;

; however, due 
to COVID-19 we have decided to wait until a later date to 
be determined. Those youth are: 

 

Chloe Klabo 
Auron Marsh 

 
 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) has provided a variety of 
resource to facilitate worship in the home. 
They can be viewed at the link below. 
 

https://blogs.elca.org/worship/  

ELCA Worship  
in the Home 

We are grateful for your gifts, which are 
needed to continue the work of the 
church. We understand in this time 
some have lost their jobs, had hours 
reduced and may be incurring a finan-
cial hardship and therefore are unable 

to financially give; while, others may be able to give 
more. In this time of physical distancing, there are 
three primary ways to give an offering as indicated 
in the column to the right. Thank you again! 

• Online “Simply Giving” (Contact the office 
for a form to set this up through your bank) 

 
• Cellular App “Give Plus” 
 
• Mail Check to: Bethany Lutheran Church, 

PO Box 236, West Branch, IA 52358 

We will continue to worship 
remotely via Facebook  
Sundays at 9:30 AM. 

https://blogs.elca.org/worship/


 

www.wbbethany.org ·   Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)   235 South 2nd Street   West Branch, Iowa  52358 

Happy Father’s Day! 
 

At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we strive to build up and empower Iowa kids and families. For us, 
Father’s Day is a time to celebrate all the fathers and male role models we see every day.  
 

Through our Early Childhood Services, young men are learning to become dads. They’re becoming 
confident and active in their child’s life, and they are creating loving, bright futures for their families.  
Many Iowa children entering foster care need a positive male role model in their lives. And through LSI 
Foster Care and Adoption, our licensed foster dads are there to help guide them.  
This is only possible through your support of LSI! If you would like to make a gift, please contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-
2065.  
 

Thank you for responding to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service! 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 

Creating Her Community 
  

Paulynn had a dream of what she wanted in life: lots of friends, a job she loved, a healthy lifestyle, and a 
sense of community.  
 

But it was difficult for Paulynn to leave the apartment she shared with her dad, Lee. Though Lee had 
dedicated his life to serving as his daughter’s primary caregiver, they didn’t have reliable transportation 
that could accommodate her wheelchair. And Paulynn’s risk of seizures meant she always needed to be 
accompanied by her dad.  
 

Despite the obstacles, Lee was determined to give his daughter the life she dreamed of. He enrolled her 
in LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities. Fifteen years later, Paulynn’s dream has become a reality.  
 

Through LSI, Paulynn’s team provides transportation that allows her to travel to and from her apartment 
with ease. While Paulynn is out, Lee is able to take a well-deserved break from his caregiving role.  
With support from LSI, Paulynn is able to give back to her community. Each week, she helps package 
meals for individuals in need. She has created a community of her own through her volunteer work. And 
for every moment, her LSI team is there to support her.  
 

“We’re very grateful for LSI,” Lee says. “They’ve been really great supporting my daughter.”  

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) News 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Church Staff 
Pastor - Chad Whaley 
(319) 643-5998 or (319) 643-7257 
pastor@wbbethany.org  
 

Admin. Assistant - Paula Casper 
(319) 331-9456 
blcsecretary@lcom.net 
 

Custodian – Patsy Ernst 
 

Pianist – Jill Barnhart 
 

Church Council 
 

Del Hughes 
(319)430-5705 
hughesdelsue05@gmail.com 
 

Curt Casper 
(319)331-2811 
Curt.casper@rocketmail.com 
 

Dave Bahnsen 
(319)325-7700 
bahn1225@gmail.com 
 

Kristin McElhinney 
(319)930-0130 
mkmcelhinney@gmail.com 
 

Nancy Bruns 
(319)643-3201 
Paul.nancyb@gmail.com 
 

Alan Beyer 
(319)643-2136 
(319)430-7579 
iabeyers@aol.com 
 

Amber Marsh 
(605)231-0492 
amberrenemarsh@yahoo.com 
 

Linda Black 
(319)643-5622 
(319)430-0604 
lblack@lcom.net 
 

Anne Fetzer 
(319)338-8217 
Anne.r.anderson@pearson.com 
 

Financial Secretary 
Claudia Beyer 
(319)643-2136 
iabeyers@aol.com 

Members of Bethany, 
 
On Saturday 5/30/2020  the Council Executive Committee met 
(via Zoom) and discussed gathering again for in-person worship. 
After discussion it was decided that the building would continue 
to be closed through June 15 and we will continue with online 
worship services. Our rationale is that we have not yet met 
Phase I guidelines as summarized in Consideration for  
Returning to In-person Worship Being Church Together  
During the COVID-19 Pandemic (Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America; May 12, 2020) and coming together too soon could 
pose a serious threat to many members of our congregation. 
We will again review the statistics and recommendations at our 
next Council meeting, June 8 to determine a next course of  
action. Our concern is for the safety and well-being of all our 
members.  
 
Blessings! 
 
Del Hughes 
Council President 
 

COVID-19 Update 
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segments, put out a few devotions and tried to engage 
people of all ages. I have made phone calls to our people. 
I have prayed … a lot as have most of you I am sure. It 
has been tiresome at times. It has been lonely at times. It 
has been frustrating at times. Yet, it has been rewarding 
and joyful as I find new ways to keep us together and pro-
claim the good news of Jesus Christ. In the end, I am ex-
tremely proud of what has been done to date as we try 
our best, with God’s help, to be the church together in this 
unprecedented time. 
 

Our Lenten and Sunday worship services have been 
done using Facebook Live, and the Palm Sunday ser-
vice had 706 views and Easter had 528 views so this 
was very gratifying. 
 

Secretary’s Report: 
Linda moved to accept the March council minutes and 
three special meetings of the Executive Council minutes.  
Curt seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
March revenues were $10,650 and expenses were 
$12,356.   
Dave moved to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Curt se-
conded.  Motion passed. 
 

Committee Reports 
Building and Grounds: 
Curt said that the insurance for the church has increased 
by $15 per month. 
 

Evangelism and Outreach: 
Committees have been formed for Bethany’s float in the 
Hooverfest parade and for the 125th Anniversary celebra-
tion in October.  Due to the coronavirus uncertainties, 
they have not met. 
 

Fellowship: 
The first two Lenten service meals were served, but the 
rest were cancelled.  Hopefully, the 4th Sunday meals 
can be resumed in July. 
 

Stewardship: 
Dave watched a synod sponsored “Stewardship in Un-
precedented Times” presentation.  He will bring more 
information from this to us. 
 

Worship and Music: 
Linda inquired whether we could make a list of things to 
do outside around the church, since the April cleanup 
had to be cancelled.  Curt offered to post a list. 
Linda thanked Pastor Chad for his work during these un-
precedented times. 
The church was decorated for Easter with lilies and a 
spray of flowers that were all donated. 

(Continued on page 7) 

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES—April 21, 2020 

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Whaley at 
6:32 p.m. 
 

Members present: Linda Black, Curt Casper, Nancy 
Bruns, Amber Marsh, Anne Fetzer, Dave Bahnsen, 
Pastor Chad, and Alan Beyer.   
 

Absent : Del Hughes and Kristin McElhinney. 
 

Pastor Chad led opening with a prayer for time of pan-
demics. 
 

Pastor’s Report – April 13, 2020  
Wow! What a whirlwind we have been on since our 
last meeting. As always, here are a few things I am 
grateful for/rejoice in since that meeting.  
  

Technology to help us stay connected and have 
this meeting tonight  

Doctors, nurses, first responders, scientists and all 
working on the front lines of trying to keep us 
all safe  

Your support, encouragement, and patience  
Ability to retain my call full-time in a time when 

many are experiencing cutbacks or loss of jobs  
  

Never in a million years did I anticipate trying to be a 
pastor under the current circumstances. Suffice it to 
say, there was no seminary instruction on this. We are 
all adapting to our current context; all the while, trust-
ing we are not alone. The Good Shepherd is by our 
side.   
  

If you recall when you were installed before the con-
gregation a short while ago each of you were asked 
this question.  
  

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the 
office to which you have been elected?  

  

It’s the same question I was asked when ordained and 
then installed at Bethany almost 9 years ago. Our re-
sponse was the same:  
  

I will, and I ask God to help me.  
  

I am not sure there is a time when this has been more 
applicable than now. We will, and we ask God to help 
us through this most difficult and challenging of times.   
  

During these last few weeks, I have spent countless 
hours researching, experimenting, and figuring out 
how we can continue to be church together. I have 
participated in webinars offered through the Office of 
the Bishop of the Southeastern Iowa Synod and the 
ELCA along with other places. I have consulted with 
colleagues. I have tried to figure out what platforms 
would best suit our needs. I have recorded short video 
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES—April 21, 2020 

 
Education and Youth: 

Amber said her committee is working on ideas for 
Wednesday evening education.  They may rec-
ord Zoom lessons or mail the lessons to the 
kids.   

She will be attending a Zoom meeting next Sunday 
for Vacation Bible School. 

 

Old Business:  none 
New Business: 
 

Curt offered a contract for lawn care that is the same 
as last year.  He also offered to do the care through the 
month of July for no pay.  Dave moved to accept the 
contract offer.  Amber seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

COVID-19 status:  Linda moved to continue our current 
policy regarding this, and extend the closure through 
the end of April, and giving the Executive Committee 
authorization to adjust it as the situation changes.  
Anne seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

Discussion was held regarding locking the church so 
people can deliver food to the pantry until restrictions 
are lifted.  It was decided to have limited hours with the 
doors unlocked.  Pastor Chad will post this on the door. 
 

The Zoom feed ended as the meeting adjourned. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 6)  
The meeting was called to order by Pastor Chad at 6:30 
p.m. 
 

Members present were Del Hughes, Nancy Bruns, 
Dave Bahnsen, Alan Beyer, and Pastor Chad. 
 

Pastor Chad opened with prayer. 
 

Discussion was held pertaining to Gov. Reynolds’ deci-
sion today to begin opening restriction guidelines for the 
coronavirus.  Cedar County is one of 77 counties where 
businesses can begin opening with some restrictions, 
including churches. 
 

Nancy felt that Bethany should stay the course of clos-
ing the church for at least two more weeks.  Del felt that 
we should continue to have discussion to close at two 
week increments.  Dave mentioned that Bishop Burk 
was recommending that churches remain cautious for 
the time being.  Al said that cases in Iowa are supposed 
to peak in a couple weeks, so opening now would be 
premature.  Also, Cedar County is surrounded by Linn, 
Johnson, Muscatine, and Scott counties where the inci-
dence is much higher.   
 

Pastor Chad said that many steps need to be consid-
ered before opening.  He said that Bishop Burk will pro-
vide suggestions to congregations on when and how to 
do this next week.  He feels that Bethany has made 
very proper decisions so far in dealing with this pan-
demic. 
 

Chad moved to continue our present course of action 
for the next two weeks and to revisit the decision at our 
next council meeting on May 11th.  Dave seconded.  
Motion passed. 
 

Al asked about high school graduation.  Pastor Chad 
said that plans are being made to recognize our gradu-
ating seniors.  
  

Confirmation has been postponed for now.  They are 
attempting Zoom confirmation classes. 
 

General discussion was held regarding the church ser-
vices and outreach. 
 

Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 6:57 p.m. 

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Special Executive Meeting 

April 27, 2020 
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Faith at Home 

These short Bible passages and reflection starters are one more way we are trying to spur  
conversation about faith at home and also absorb ourselves in the word of God. We hope you find 
them beneficial.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 23:1-6 
 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down 
in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my 
soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though 
I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. You prepare a ta-
ble before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord my whole life long. 
 
• The darkest valley I could imagine going through… 
• Being led and having my soul restored by this shepherd is… 
• To dwell with God is to… 

Romans 1:16-17 
 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, “The 
one who is righteous will live by faith.” 
 
• To live by faith is to… 
• Being not ashamed of the gospel would be… 
• The gospel, the good news of faith is… 

Psalm 25:1-2 
 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be 
put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. 
 
• I lift up my whole self, my very soul, to God when… 
• The ways I look towards God are… 
• A time I prayed for God’s help was… 
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Monday, June 1  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
         Joel 2:18-29 
          Romans 8:18-24 
Tuesday, June 2  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
          Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29 
          Romans 8:26-27 
Wednesday, June 3  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
          Numbers 11:24-30 
          John 7:37-39 
Thursday, June 4  Psalm 8 
          Job 38:1-11 
          2 Timothy 1:8-12a 
Friday, June 5  Psalm 8 
          Job 38:12-21 
          2 Timothy 1:12b-14 
Saturday, June 6  Psalm 8 
          Job 38:22-38 
          John 14:15-17 
Sunday, June 7  Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
               2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
          Matthew 28:16-20 
Monday, June 8  Psalm 29 
          Job 38:39-39:12 
        1 Corinthians 12:1-3 
Tuesday, June 9  Psalm 29 
          Job 39:13-25 
          1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
Wednesday, June 10 Psalm 29 
          Job 39:26-40:5 
          John 14:25-26 
Thursday, June 11  Psalm 100 
          Exodus 4:18-23 
          Hebrews 3:1-6   
Friday, June 12   Psalm 100 
          Exodus 4:27-31 
          Acts 7:35-43 
Saturday, June 13  Psalm 100 
          Exodus 6:28-7:13 
          Mark 7:1-13 
Sunday, June 14  Exodus 19:2-8a 
               Romans 5:1-8 
                    Matthew 9:35-10:8 [9-23]
Monday, June 15  Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 
          Joshua 1:1-11 
          1 Thessalonians 3:1-5 
Tuesday, June 16  Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 
          1 Samuel 3:1-9 
                    2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 

Wednesday, June 17 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 
          Proverbs 4:10-27 
          Luke 6:12-19 
Thursday, June 18        Psalm 69:7-18 
          Jeremiah 18:12-17 
          Hebrews 2:5-9 
Friday, June 19        Psalm 69:7-18 
          Jeremiah 18:18-23 
          Acts 5:17-26   
Saturday, June 20        Psalm 69:7-18 
         Jeremiah 20:1-6 
          Luke 11:53-12:3 
Sunday, June 21  Jeremiah 20:7-13 
          Romans 6:1b-11 
          Matthew 10:24-39 
Monday, June 22  Psalm 6 
          Micah 7:1-7 
          Revelation 2:1-7 
Tuesday, June 23  Psalm 6 
          Jeremiah 26:1-12 
          Revelation 2:8-11 
Wednesday, June 24 Psalm 6 
          Jeremiah 38:1-13 
          Matthew 10:5-23 
Thursday, June 25  Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
          Jeremiah 15:1-7 
          Galatians 5:2-6 
Friday, June 26  Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
          Jeremiah 25:8-14 
          Galatians 5:7-12 
Saturday, June 27  Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
          Jeremiah 28:1-4 
          Luke 17:1-4 
Sunday, June 28  Jeremiah 28:5-9 
          Romans 6:12-23 
          Matthew 10:40-42 
Monday, June 29  Psalm 119:161-168 
          1 Kings 21:1-16 
          1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 
Tuesday, June 30  Psalm 119:161-168 
          1 Kings 21:17-29 
          1 John 4:1-6 
 
        

Daily Bible Readings 
 

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The readings are chosen so 

that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from  

Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the Sunday readings. The complete Daily Lectionary is also found on pages 

1121-1153 of our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  
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Wednesday, July 1  Psalm 119:161-168 
          Jeremiah 18:1-11 
          Matthew 11:20-24 
Thursday, July 2  Psalm 145:8-14 
          Zechariah 1:1-6 
          Romans 7:1-6 
Friday, July 3   Psalm 145:8-14 
          Zechariah 2:6-13 
          Romans 7:7-20 
Saturday, July 4  Psalm 145:8-14 
          Zechariah 4:1-7 
          Luke 10:21-24 
Sunday, July 5  Zechariah 9:9-12 
                Romans 7:15-25a 
                    Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Monday, July 6  Psalm 131 
          Jeremiah 27:1-11, 16-22 
          Romans 1:18-25 
Tuesday, July 7  Psalm 131 
          Jeremiah 28:10-17 
          Romans 3:1-8 
Wednesday, July 8  Psalm 131 
          Jeremiah 13:1-11 
          John 13:1-17 
Thursday, July 9  Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 
          Isaiah 45:1-5 
          Romans 2:12-16 
Friday, July 10  Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 
          Isaiah 48:6-11 
          Romans 15:14-21 
Saturday, July 11  Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 
          Isaiah 52:1-6 
          John 12:44-50 
Sunday, July 12  Isaiah 55:10-13 
                Romans 8:1-11 
          Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Monday, July 13  Psalm 92 
          Leviticus 26:3-20 
          1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 
Tuesday, July 14  Psalm 92 
          Deuteronomy 28:1-14 
          Ephesians 4:17-5:2 
Wednesday, July 15  Psalm 92 
          Proverbs 11:23-30 
          Matthew 13:10-17 
Thursday, July 16  Psalm 86:11-17 
           Isaiah 41:21-29 
           Hebrews 2:1-9 

  Friday, July 17  Psalm 86:11-17 
           Isaiah 44:9-17 
           Hebrews 6:13-20 
  Saturday, July 18  Psalm 86:11-17 
           Isaiah 44:18-20 
           Matthew 7:15-20 
 Sunday, July 19  Isaiah 44:6-8  
                 Romans 8:12-25 
                    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Monday, July 20  Psalm 87 
          2 Kings 5:1-14 
          Acts 15:1-21 
Tuesday, July 21  Psalm 87 
          Isaiah 43:1-13 
          Romans 11:13-29 
Wednesday, July 22  Psalm 87 
          Isaiah 66:18-23 
          Matthew 8:1-13 
Thursday, July 23  Psalm 119:129-136 
          1 Kings 1:28-37 
                    1 Corinthians 4:14-20       
Friday, July 24  Psalm 119:129-136 
          1 Kings 1:38-42 
          Acts 7:44-53       
Saturday, July 25  Psalm 119:129-136 
          1 Kings 2:1-4 
          Matthew 12:38-42       
Sunday, July 26  1 Kings 3:5-12 
               Romans 8:26-39 
                   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Monday, July 27  Psalm 119:121-128 
          1 Kings 3:16-28 
          James 3:13-18 
Tuesday, July 28  Psalm 119:121-128 
          1 Kings 4:29-34 
          Ephesians 6:10-18 
Wednesday, July 29  Psalm 119:121-128 
          Proverbs 1:1-7, 20-33 
          Mark 4:30-34 
Thursday, July 30  Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
          Proverbs 10:1-5 
          Philippians 4:10-15       
Friday, July 31  Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
          Isaiah 51:17-23 
          Romans 9:6-13       
 
       

Daily Bible Readings 
 

The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary. The readings are chosen so 

that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for the Sunday readings. The days flowing out from  

Sunday (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the Sunday readings. The complete Daily Lectionary is also found on pages 

1121-1153 of our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  
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Total 
Receipts 

Actual 
13,109 

 

Budget 
12,984 

 

Actual 
49,061 

 

Budget 
51,936 

 

Total  
Expenses 

 

Actual 
12,543 

 

Budget 
13,512 

 

Actual 
51,917 

 

Budget 
54,067 

 

April 2020 YTD   

 
Saints in Worship 

 
May worship was online. 
While we don’t have sta-
tistical data, we know 
many joined us Live or 
viewed at a later time. 
 
Thanks for tuning in!  

Thank you all for faithfully stewarding the gifts God has entrusted us with in fulfilling 
the ministry and mission of God here at Bethany Lutheran Church!  In so many ways, 

not just monetarily, God is abundantly providing for our needs. 

Monetary Gifts Report 
Submitted by Nancy Bruns 

 
 

Due to the many uncertainties and unknowns during this time, we are only including the calendar for June. We invite 
you to continue to monitor our church website and Facebook pages or contact the office for updates. Thank you! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 
9:30 AM Worship (Online via Face-

book) 
10:30 AM Virtual Fellowship via Zoom 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 
9:30 AM Worship (Online via Face-

book) 

8 
6:30 PM Council 

Meeting (via Zoom) 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 
9:30 AM Worship (Online via Face-

book) 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 
9:00 AM Worship (TBD) 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 
9:00 AM Worship (TBD) 

29 30 1 
 

2 
 

3 4 
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Ministry Assistants 

We are so grateful to all our  
ministry assistants. As a result of 
the unknown and uncertainty in this 
time we are leaving this space 
empty. We are the priesthood of  
all believers and our baptismal  
vocations calls us to minister daily 
to all those people God calls us to 
walk alongside. Grace and peace to 
you in your journey! 
 
  

Ministers of Altar Care  
for the month of June: Mark and 
Deb Anderson 
 
Ministers of Altar Care for the 
month of July: Nancy Bruns 

To find Bethany’s main page, 
search “Bethany Lutheran 

Church (ELCA)  
West Branch, Iowa” 

 

DON’T FORGET TO LIKE US! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter!   
Our Twitter Handle is:  

@blcwestbranch 
 
 

 June/July 2020 

Bethany Branches 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
235 South Second Street 
PO BOX 236 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 

www.wbbethany.org 


