
Sunday, May 24, 2020 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

Those gathered in their homes are invited to respond with the bold printed words  
and sing the hymns. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy 
receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns (See next page) 



 

 
 
 

 
 
PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35 
Psalm 68 is a hymn of praise. 

1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
 let those who hate God flee. 
2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
 as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
 let them also be merry and joyful. 
4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
 I AM is that name, rejoice before God! 
5In your holy habitation, O God, 
 you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, 

preaching, and song. 
God. 

 



6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
 but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
7O God, when you went forth before your people, 
 when you marched through the wilderness, 
8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God,  
 the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
 you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
10Your people found their home in it; 
 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
 sing praises to the Lord. 
33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
 you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
34Ascribe power to God, 
 whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
 giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God! 

READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist 
the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will 
strengthen and guide us. 

A reading from 1st Peter. 

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are 
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, 
is resting on you. 

5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like 
a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 
same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING: 17:1-11 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who 
continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking 
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 

HYMN You Are Mine!  (See next page) 



 

RECOGNITION AND PRAYER FOR OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
the light no darkness can overcome. 
Let your light scatter the darkness 
and illumine your church. 
Fill us with your light, 
so that we may let it shine before others. 
 
 
 



Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we rejoice with all graduates and pray for them in their future endeavors. Especially, 
we give thanks for our high school seniors, Matt Paulsen, Mia Olson, Matt Whaley, and Jaylen 
Votroubek and the gift each is to their family, friends, and our community. Look with favor upon them 
and grant to them courage, patience, and vision as they embark on a new stage in their life. Let your 
Spirit instill within them the faith to believe in the promise you are with them always. Bless them in all 
they do, wherever they go, and let the light of Christ shine brightly through each of them to all they 
encounter. All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our hope and light. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

During this time, an offering would normally be taken for the mission of Christ’s church. We are 
grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. We understand in this 
time some may be incurring a financial hardship and therefore unable to financially give; while, others 
may be able to give more. Options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). 
Thank you! 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

POSTLUDE 
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