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Year A – Matthew 3:13-17 
January 12, 2020 
 
Brandon was your typical teenaged boy; into music, sports and dreaming about the 
day he would get his drivers license.  The new pastor met him for the first-time at 
confirmation.  After just a few weeks she sensed Brandon’s self-esteem was low but 
could not put her finger on why that was.  However, in time she began to 
understand, as Brandon would often claim to be a “failure,” useless, “or” terrible 
son.”  Brandon had a difficult home life.  His dad had abandoned him at an early age.  
His mother had remarried and from what the pastor had been told by others, his 
stepfather verbally abused him.  Brandon had placed the guilt of his biological dad 
leaving on his own shoulders and steadily the negative and degrading words of his 
stepfather had taken their toll on Brandon’s self-esteem, and outlook on life.  
 
Sadly, the story above is all too familiar for many children and adults.  It is 
scientifically documented our minds  “have a built-in partiality toward negative 
information and that negative information increases disproportionately over 
positive information.”  (Peggy Bert, Positive and Negative Words, www.kyria.com)  
Negative comments can be as subtle as repeated phrases such as, “You forgot to take 
the trash out again,” or “Why can’t you ever fold the laundry right?”   
 
Today the church remembers the Baptism of Jesus Christ in the waters of the Jordan 
River.  Much debate and many words have been written over why it is that John 
baptized Jesus.  Matthew, unlike, Mark and Luke, even makes it a point to express 
John’s hesitation in the matter and that rather he should be baptized by Jesus.  Jesus’ 
baptism may be to further reveal the incarnation of the Word, Jesus Christ, in human 
flesh identifying with humanity in the same waters they too are baptized in by John 
the Baptist and generations to come. Or, perhaps this grace-filled event in these life-
giving waters is preparing and providing Jesus strength for the mission that lies 
ahead.  Clearly, Jesus was free of sin and had no need to receive the promise of God 
granted in Baptism, that of forgiveness and new life.  But, regardless, this was God’s 
plan for Him as Jesus states to John, “Let it be so; for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfill righteousness,” and John consented. 
 
Whatever the reason, we know several things happened during this event.  First, this 
was the start of Jesus’ ministry and his march toward the cross.  This was the 
beginning of Jesus’ life of healing, teaching, walking with those who had been 
degraded by words and actions, doing battle with the evil forces of the world, and 
seeking justice over the political powers of His day that continually failed to look out 
for the interest of the marginalized.  Baptism is not an end but is a beginning to our 
life as servants.  Baptism, while a one-time event, carries with it life-long promises 
by God and a life-long commitment on our part to respond to God’s grace and mercy. 
In the words Peter spoke in our reading from Acts, “He (Jesus) commanded us to 
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preach to the people and to testify that He is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead.” (Acts 10:42) In our Baptism into Christ, we are commanded to 
go forth and proclaim the good news.   
 
Secondly, Jesus’ Baptism gives witness to God’s promise that Jesus is truly God’s Son, 
the Beloved, with whom God is well pleased.  That promise is made to all who follow 
and are washed in the waters of Baptism.  It is not the water itself that does this but 
in the poetic words of the Psalmist it is: 
 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, 
over mighty waters.  The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord 
is full of majesty. (Psalm 29:3-5) 
 

God’s voice is still heard in the water of Baptism. It is proclaimed each time the 
church gathers to welcome and celebrate the newest member of God’s family as God 
speaks, “This is my child, with whom I am well pleased and love.”  These words are 
uttered not only to the newly baptized but also to all who hear them.  These words 
spoken by God reveal God’s heart for us and God’s image for who we were created 
to be.  They reveal how we are to speak to our fellow brothers and sisters – in love, 
not hate. 
 
The power of the enemy continues to lurk in the world and God continues to battle 
this foe.  When we speak words of hatred and words of pain we are doing 
permanent damage to one another.  Our children are forever being scarred 
emotionally for life.  Children and adults become weighted down, hearts broken, 
spirits dampened, eyes clouded, relationships strained and severed, and hopes for 
the future diminished because of negative information.  The enemy wins and God’s 
plan is thwarted.   
 
With Brandon the pastor led him to the font and continued to repeat the promise 
and the words that “He is God’s child.  God’s beloved Son.”  Day after day!  Week 
after week!  Month after month they would return.  Slowly, but surely, God’s Spirit 
began to transform Brandon and bring hope and new life through the power of 
God’s word. 
 
Luther himself found comfort in Baptism when faced by doubt and despair and was 
often heard saying, “I AM BAPTIZED!”  Take these words to heart, “You are God’s.  
You are loved.”  Hear them and say them over and over.  Be transformed by these 
words! Carry them with you and through the strength they give each of us may we 
speak words of love, comfort, and hope to our neighbor - words of God and not 
words of Satan.   


