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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Peace and mercy in the name of Jesus Christ! I hope this letter 
finds you still filled with the joy of the newborn Christ child 
warm in your hearts. The Christmas season is a wonderful time 
of year and perhaps many of you, like me, continue to sing the 

beautiful words of Christmas hymns like, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come...” 
or “Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright...” I always hear from so 
many of you how moving and joyful the Christmas Eve worship service it is. I 
concur with those thoughts and look forward to it every year.  
 
Personally, perhaps more than any other worship service, the promise that the 
light will shine through the darkness becomes much more tangible as the lights 
are darkened and our individual candles join together in unity to create a beauti-
ful, warm glow across the worship space. I find it to be such a powerful expres-
sion of our faith. 
 
While the candles are ultimately blown out, the lights turned on, and we are sent 
into the world the promise always holds true - the light shines in the darkness. 
Whether a candlelight Christmas Eve service or a regular Sunday worship in the 
midst of summer that is the message we proclaim. In a world in which at times it 
seems there is no hope, we are witnesses to the reality there is always hope. 
Hope that came into the world that first Christmas Eve. I conclude with the final 
sentences from my Christmas Eve message.  
 
On this midnight clear there is hope. God is near. In fact, Jesus is here. In the 
songs that we sing. The words that we hear. The bread and wine we will share. 
The lights that are aglow. In the stillness of the night, the word made flesh is in 
sight. There is hope for tomorrow. You are not alone. You are not alone. You are 
cherished deeply by the God up above who came down to earth to reveal God’s 
great love. There is hope on this midnight clear. Hope that casts aside fear and 
hope for the coming New Year! 
 

In Christ’s peace, 
 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. – John 1:5 

 
1-20 Annual Meeting following  

Worship 
1-27 Community Meal 5:00 pm 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
235 South Second Street 

West Branch, Iowa 52358 

Pastor Chad Whaley                           
pastor@wbbethany.org  

Office Hours 
Monday & Thursday                            

9:00 a.m. - Noon   

*Pastor Chad is also available by      
appointment. 

Admin. Assistant: Paula Casper  
blcsecretary@lcom.net   

 
Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 8:00-11:30 a.m. 
Office Phone: (319) 643-5998 

Simply search “Bethany Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) West Branch, Iowa” on 

facebook and “like” our page! 

Search @blcwestbranch 

Important Dates 

Contact Information 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 

ALSO FIND US ON TWITTER! 
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Books For Adults 
Last February, I introduced new books by Lauraine Snelling and 
Beverly Lewis. This month will feature the latest books by these 
authors. The Promise Of Dawn is the first book of the Under 
Northern Skies series. Rune and Signe Carlson immigrated from 
Norway to Minnesota. Life there turned out to be different then 
they imagined. In volume two, A Breath Of Hope, Nilda Carlson, 
with her younger brother Ivar in tow, is on her way to America. 

She plans to join her older brother Rune and his family in the northern forests 
of Minnesota. While she sees this as a golden opportunity, she has enough 
experience in life to know it will not be easy. The transatlantic voyage itself 
proves to be an adventure. Rune and Signe Carlson are thrilled that Nilda and 
Ivar are coming to Minnesota, but life on the Strand farm remains a struggle. 
Rune is trying to build a house for his wife and children, but Uncle Einer 
Strand, obsessed with his own ambitions refuses to help. When a tragedy lays 
bare the truth behind Einer’s anger and isolation, the Carlsons and Strands 
will have to come together like never before to become a true family. 
 

In volume three, A Season Of Grace, Nilda Carlson’s dreams are coming true. 
Though her first few months in America were difficult, her life now resembles 
the images that filled her daydreams in Norway. Together, she and her family 
work their farm and fell trees for lumber. When Nilda is offered a job by a 
wealthy businesswoman in a nearby town, she can’t believe her luck. Here is 
an opportunity to learn how to navigate the worlds of commerce and high so-
ciety. Life in town comes with a catch, however, and a man from her past will 
be a problem.  
 

The Road Home by Beverly Lewis introduces us to Lena Rose Schwartz. Her 
parents’ recent death causes Lena and her nine close-knit siblings to be sepa-
rated. It is decided that she is to leave her beloved Michigan settlement and 
move to Lancaster County. While grieving her parents’ death and the separa-
tion from her siblings she consoles herself that her new life in Lancaster 
County will not be forever. She plans to return someday to Michigan and her 
beau. Even as she holds on to the hope for a reunion with those she loves 
most, she discovers that Lancaster County holds charms of its own. Will she 
have the courage to open herself to other possibilities?  
 

In Beverly Lewis’s The First Love it is the summer of 1951, and Maggie Esh 
is in need of some hope. While she is very pretty and good natured and treated 
nicely by others she is struggling with a disease. She wishes she were more 
like other girls of courting-age so she could live a normal, healthy life. 
Though treated kindly by young men of her Old Order Amish church district 
she thinks that they are going to want a healthier person when it comes to 
thinking of marriage. When tent revival meetings come to the area, the words 
of the preacher cause her to reconsider what she knows about faith. Can she 
learn to trust God even when hope seems a distant dream?  
 

Book For Children 
This month’s children’s book is Jo And The Slow Soup: a book about patience 
by Elias Carr. When jo’s friends decide to work together to make a soup Jo’s 
patience is tested. As he waits (and waits) for the soup to cook. Preschoolers 
can learn alongside Jo as he says a prayer to help him wait and learns the im-
portance of patience.  

Bethany Books 
by Frank Frostestad 

 
 
 

 

01/09 Hallie Fitzgerald  
01/11 Tonya Lovetinsky, Robin Benz 
01/14 Deanna Pedersen  
01/15 Alberta Sweat  
01/20 Tonya Samuelson  
01/23 Deb Lund  
01/24 Robbie Boaz, Paul Bruns  
01/25 Lisa Zimmerman  
01/26 Hunter Niles, Dianna  

Fuhrmeister  
01/29 Lance Schiele, Kay Davisson  
01/30 Kent Pedersen  
01/31 Pat Cassabaum  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to those who  
volunteered to help with  
Altar Care so far for 2019.  

 

I am still looking for someone (or 
a family) to do April or October.  

 

If you would be new to this, I can 
train you.  

 
Thanks! Linda Black    

lblack@lcom.net 

Birthdays 

mailto:lblack@lcom.net
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Adult Education 

Opportunities 

Bethany Men’s Breakfast   
Bible Study Group 

Wednesdays at 6:00 a.m.  
in the Great Hall  

Thursday Women’s  
Bible Study 

6:00 a.m. in the Small Hall 
All are Welcome 

Women’s Circle 
Second Wednesday of Month 
9:00 a.m. in Great Hall unless 

stated otherwise 

Adult Discussion 
10:20 a.m. in the Small Hall 

Next study will begin 
January 6 

All are Welcome 

 

 
 

 

Bethany’s annual meeting will be held  
January 20, 2019. 

 

Please plan to attend. Your attendance is very much appreciated and 
important to our ministry. 
 

Also, this is a reminder of who is a voting member, according to our 
Constitution. Visitors, inactive and lapsed members are always welcome 
to attend; however, they can’t vote. 

Annual Meeting 

C8.02.c  Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed 
members, during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have 
communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution 
of record to this congregation.  Members of this congregation who 
have satisfied these basic standards shall have the privilege of voice 
and vote at every regular and special meeting of the congregation.  

 

 

 

Is it too early to plan for February?  

Too cold to dream about the beach? 

NO WAY! 

Februray 9, 2019 
10:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

 
Women, mark your calendars for this retreat, including 
Bible study, relationship building with God and other 
women, a take-home craft, and more!  
 

Registration details and sign-up will be active soon! Trinity 
Lutheran in Tipton and Bethany have partnered to make 
this retreat a great experience.  

Women’s Retreat Coming February 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We wanted to take this opportunity to thank all 
the members and friends of our congregation that 
donated food, clothing, or both to assist people in 
need during 2018. Your generosity and ministry to 
others is greatly appreciated!   
 

We know that the Hope Chest clients are so grate-
ful for the new and gently used clothing you pro-
vide. We receive thanks from the ladies that man-
age the West Branch Food Pantry every time one 
of our volunteers delivers food and other needed 
items. We know the Food Pantry relies on our reg-
ular monthly food delivery to help them meet their 
client’s needs.   
 

THANK YOU all for helping fulfill Bethany’s 
mission of “reaching out to serve others”. 
 

Neil and Chris Korsmo 
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Cookie Walk 2018 
Hats off to all the Bethany bakers! The 28th  annual Cookie Walk was a huge success. Hundreds of beautiful 
cookies, quilts, and other handcrafted items were available for the multitude of people who were welcomed. 
Everyone working together and watching the joy of our community makes this event so much fun. Thank you 
to Deanna Weismann for the beautiful Christmas music and to all who made this possible!   
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Once again the faithful people of Bethany responded to God’s grace and mercy by stewarding their gifts and loving 

our neighbor through the Angel Tree. Below are some photos of the abundance of gifts received and also purchased 

through financial giving. Most of these items were clothing that met real needs of families in our community. We are 

grateful for your support. Many thanks to Jeni Schiele for once again coordinating this ministry effort. Way to go 

everyone! 

 

Angel Tree 
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Raising our Voice for Iowa Children and Families – Lutheran Day on the Hill 
Families struggling without access to mental healthcare. Human services providers overworked and underpaid. Former refugees 
striving to build new lives. 
These are all issues faced by Iowans. Join us to make sure they are heard at the Iowa State Capitol. 
Please consider joining Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) and the three Iowa synods of the ELCA for Lutheran Day on the Hill, an 
annual day of advocacy in Des Moines to uplift the needs of our neighbors. The event will be held on Tuesday, February 19. Visit 
www.LSIowa.org/advocacy next month for event details, online registration, and an online toolkit for your congregation. 
If you are new to advocacy, come learn more about the legislative process and your role as a citizen. If you’ve attended before, 
join us again. We hope this year’s schedule will also allow you more opportunities to connect with legislators. If you would like 
more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 
 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated 
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA 
(Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, 
ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
Building a New Home   
After spending almost 20 years in a refugee camp in Nepal, Narayan and Chandra are grateful for the life they have built for their 
family with support from LSI’s Refugee Community Services.  
After marrying in the camp, Narayan and Chandra resettled to Des Moines in 2009. Everything was new. Everything was 
different. Their child, Aaman, was a newborn, and they found themselves overwhelmed with medical bills. Chandra desperately 
wanted to pursue her medical career. At the time, it seemed impossible.  
But LSI helped Chandra enroll in college classes. Narayan started volunteering at LSI as an interpreter. Later, he became a full-
time case manager with LSI, where he continues to lift up former refugees by connecting them to resources, educational 
activities, and supporting them as they pursue citizenship.  
“LSI supported me and allowed me to provide for my family. It helped us establish ourselves in Iowa,” he says.  
 

Chandra now works as a lab assistant in an Iowa pediatric clinic. Narayan and Chandra have become homeowners and feel 
confident, independent, and established in their new community.  
 

 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) News 

FEBRUARY 19, 2019 
Join LSI and the three Iowa synods of the ELCA for Lutheran Day on the Hill in Des Moines 

on February 19! This day is essential for giving voice to those who are not heard, for 

seeking social justice, and for empowering people to exercise their right and responsibility 

to be part of the legislative process. 
 

This program is supported in part through a grant from the ELCA World Hunger (Domestic Hunger 
Grant) and has been planned in partnership with the three Iowa synods of the ELCA.  

Registration information coming soon! 

http://www.LSIowa.org/advocacy
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Church Staff 
Pastor - Chad Whaley 
(319) 643-5998 or (319) 643-7257 
pastor@wbbethany.org  
 

Admin. Assistant - Paula Casper 
(319) 331-9456 
blcsecretary@lcom.net 
 

Custodian – Jerry Dodds 
 

Organist – Jill Barnhart 
 

Church Council 
 

Jon Twing 
(319) 331-6547 
jon.s.twing@pearson.com 
 

Alan Beyer 
(319)643-2136 
iabeyers@aol.com 
 

Nancy Bruns 
(319)643-3201 
Nancy-bruns@uiowa.edu 
 

Linda Black 
(319)430-0604 
lblack@lcom.net 
 

Beth Kaufman 
(319) 643-5734 
bkkaufman@lcom.net 

 

Tonya Samuelson 
(319) 643-5915 
s3ams@aol.com 
 

Wayne Frauenholtz 
(319) 930-1196 
wrfrauen@lcom.net 
 

Jamie Zimmerman 
(319) 325-4322 
jazzim1@lcom.net 
 

Cheryl Fischer 
(319) 643-7358 
1982cmf@lcom.net 
 

Financial Secretary 
Claudia Beyer 
(319) 643-2136 
iabeyers@aol.com 

Connection to the whole church 

 

Here is a closer look at one of the “vital signs,” or marks of vitality, that we have 
been exploring in previous issues. These four “marks” are the leading indicators as 
to whether or not a congregation exhibits vitality, that is, whether or 
not a community of disciples is alive and growing in faith. See the rest of these 
marks of vitality at seiasynod.org/vitality. 
 
 

Connection to the whole church. 
Working locally with neighboring congregations, 
whether or not they are members of the ELCA, can 
provide a witness to the unity that is ours 
in Christ. Because of proximity, these local 
“connections” can lead to shared efforts “on the 
ground.” Whether partnering in feeding programs or 
community-wide youth ministries, the witness can take 
on many forms. When those connections include partner ELCA congregations, 
new and far-reaching possibilities emerge. Vital congregations understand that as 
members of the body of Christ, we have been joined together in love. This is true 
for every local community of faith. But the apostle Paul’s encouragement to be 
Christ’s body is not limiting. As a holy obligation to one another and an expression 
and reinforcement of the love that joins us together, ELCA congregations that are 
growing in faith see themselves as “one” with partners throughout this synod 
and across the entire ELCA. At best, this connection is reflected in mutual under-
standing, encouragement and support. Sharing financial resources, including what 
is often called “Mission Support,” extends the reach of ministry and builds up the 
body, of which the congregation is a vital part. 
 
Bishop Michael L. Burk 
 

*From December supplement in “Living Lutheran” magazine. 

 
 
 
 
In the event we need to cancel worship at Bethany due to 
inclement weather notification will be done in the follow-
ing formats. There will be a post on the church website 
(www.wbbethany.org/westbranch/) and on Bethany’s Face-
book page. There will be an email sent out to all Bethany 
members who have provided an email address. Notification 
will also be provided to KGAN channel 2 and KCRG chan-
nel 9 television stations. The church phone answering ma-
chine will also be changed to advise of any cancellations. 
These will be the primary means of notification. Thank you! 

Inclement Weather policy 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=inclement%20weather&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft%2Cch
https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=our+staff&entry_date=1%2f1%2f0001&image_type=cl%2cph%2cpp%2cbc%2cca%2cmv%2cwt%2cnt%2cpt%2cft%2cch&page=2&ipp=10
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES  November  2018 

The Council began with a brief worship service. 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Kaufman. 
 

Members present were Beth Kaufman, Linda Black, 
Nancy Bruns, Tonya Samuelson, Alan Beyer, and Pastor 
Chad.  Cheryl Fisher and Wayne Frauenholtz arrived 
later.   
 

Absent were Jamie Zimmerman and Jon Twing. 
 

Pastor’ Report:  This month has been one full of many 
wonderful experiences and moments of living together 
as the people of God.  Just a few that come to mind was 
the community meal at the end of the month.  The con-
firmation students and parents served a wonderful meal 
and good conversation was had with those in attendance 
following a prayer of thanksgiving.  Much joy and ener-
gy are to be found each Wednesday as our children and 
youth gather to sing, learn, pray, and praise our Lord and 
Savior.  I invite anyone to attend our opening 15 
minutes from 6:30 – 6:45 p.m. and sing some fun songs 
with us.  We had another great All Saints Sunday and 
welcomed our newest saint and member of Bethany, 
Theodore Wiele.  We also had two new youth celebrate 
their first communion in Arik Marsh and Shelby Klabo.  
That was an exciting day!  The adult discussion hour has 
had very fruitful conversations on the topic of Jesus’ 
birth. 
I am thankful for the many who came to the community 
service of unity, peace and healing.  I am thankful for 
those who assisted with the candidacy retreat the Office 
of the Bishop hosts every fall at Bethany.  I am thankful 
for your continued faithfulness to the proclamation of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ as you faithfully steward your 
financial gifts and your time and talents.  I am thankful 
for those who give of their time to lead adult education 
opportunities and faith formation of our children and 
youth.  I am thankful for Pastor Hougen leading worship 
and preaching in my absence for some needed rest and 
relaxation.  I am thankful for the wonderful opportunity 
to be your pastor. 
Over the past month I had many pastoral visits in which 
the presence of Christ came to me in those people of 
God I visited with.  I led first communion education, 
baptismal instruction, and pre-marital counseling.  I at-
tended to West Branch Area Religious Council meetings 
and performed the treasurer responsibilities.  I led wor-
ship at Crestview.  The worship team met and discussed 
plans for Advent and Christmas. 
Upcoming events include another Sunday off on No-
vember 18 and taking the week of Thanksgiving off.  A 
small team of men will gather the beginning of Decem-

ber to think about a shared men’s event between Trinity 
Lutheran (Tipton) and Bethany.  A small group of wom-
en, led by Pastor Beth Wartick of Trinity, is also gather-
ing on a women’s event.  A small group has been assem-
bled and will be meeting to look at our Wednesday faith 
formation and how we might be able to grow that.  
Hanging of the Greens service will be December 2 and I 
am working again to involve high school students in 
leading this worship service. 
 

Secretary’s Report:  Linda moved and Nancy seconded 
to approve the report.  Motion passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Revenues:  $11,090.  Expendi-
tures $12,346.  All expenses are within budget for the 
year.  Al moved and Linda seconded to approve the re-
port.  Motion passed. 
Jeni Schiele arrived at the meeting to give a presentation 
on the community tailgate event which Bethany hosts in 
September along with the Methodist Church.  This year 
600 sandwiches were served.  Since this is a community 
fellowship event, she proposed that expenses for this be 
included as a line item in next year’s budget.  Bethany’s 
share of expenses this year was $335.  After discussion, 
Al moved to support Bethany’s portion of the Commu-
nity Tailgate using the Thrivent Choice Fund.  Nancy 
seconded.  Motion passed. 
Discussion of the Cookie Walk Fund distribution was 
tabled until the next meeting. 
 

Building and Grounds:  No report. 
 

Education:  Tonya received an email from EWALU 
regarding Bible School for next year.  Council agreed to 
use them again since our past experiences have been 
great.  It will be held June 10 – 14 next summer.  A 
$200 deposit is required. 
 

Evangelism:  Bethany will be hosting HACAP this 
month on November 20th.  Mary Mcgee, Steve Lipes 
and Olivia Poppen have offered to help Wayne.  Wayne 
attended a church service in Texas last month and was 
impressed by their visitor gift.  It was passed around for 
consideration. 
 

Fellowship:  Bethany hosted the Synod Candidacy Re-
treat on October 26-27.  Over 30 people were in attend-
ance.  Meals were provided on Friday evening and Sat-
urday noon.  October 4th Sunday meal was provided by 
the confirmation class and was well attended.  There 
will not be a 4th Sunday meal in December because of 
the holidays.  
 

Stewardship:  No report 
 

Youth:  No report 
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES  November  2018 continued 

Worship and Music:  All Saints Sunday was a great 
service.  Advent and Hanging of the Greens has been 
planned.  The children’s Christmas Program will be De-
cember 16th.  Christmas Eve services will again be at 
5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
 

Old Business: 

* Bethany Credit Card:  At an earlier meeting the 

church credit cards were offered to three people with 
designated limits.  However, we neglected to identi-
fy two for the application purpose.  Cheryl moved 
and Tonya seconded a motion to delegate Nancy and 
Al to apply for the cards.  Motion passed. 

* Turning Point:  Pastor Chad led a discussion with a 

handout on Turning Point, a synod sponsored pro-
gram for fostering congregational vitality.  Four to 
six people from several congregations will meet four 
times over 18 months to engage in discussion about 
our church’s ministry, with other assignments in be-
tween.  The cost for the program is $1000 payable 
over two years.  Pastor felt that it was important to 
have council support if we embark on this program.  
Nancy moved to authorize Bethany to apply for the 
Turning Point program.  Tonya seconded.  Motion 
passed. 

 

* Committee budget requests are now due. 
 

* Annual meeting reports are due December 3rd. 

 
New Business: 

* At our December meeting, funds distribution will be 

decided.   

* Linda moved to have our annual meeting on January 

20th.  Cheryl seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Next meeting will be December 10th. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 
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Tues, January 1 Numbers 6:22-27 
         Psalm 8 
         Galatians 4:4-7         
   Luke 2:15-21 
Wed, January 2 Psalm 147:12-20 
         Proverbs 1:1-7 
         James 3:13-18 
Thurs, January 3 Psalm 72 
          Job 42:10-17 
          Luke 8:16-21 
Fri, January 4 Psalm 72 
          Isaiah 6:1-5 
          Acts 7:44-53 
Sat, January 5 Psalm 72 
          Jeremiah 31:7-14 
          John 1:[1-9]10-18 
Sun, January 6 Isaiah 60:1-6 
                Ephesians 3:1-12 
          Matthew 2:1-12 
Mon, January 7 Psalm 72 
          Daniel 2:1-19 
          Ephesians 4:17-5:1 
Tues, January 8 Psalm 72 
          Daniel 2:24-49 
          Ephesians 5:15-20 
Wed, January 9 Psalm 72 
          Numbers 24:15-19 
          Luke 1:67-79 
Thurs, January 10 Psalm 29 
         Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 
         1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Fri, January 11 Psalm 29 
         Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
         1 Corinthians 2:1-10 
Sat, January 12 Psalm 29 
         Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
         1 Corinthians 2:11-16 
Sun, January 13 Isaiah 43:1-7 
         Acts 8:14-17 
         Luke 3:15-17, 21-22   
Mon, January 14 Psalm 106:1-12 
         Judges 4:1-16 
         Ephesians 6:10-17 
Tues, January 15 Psalm 106:1-12 
         Judges 5:12-21 
         1 John 5:13-21 
 
 

Wed, January 16 Psalm 106:1-12 
         Numbers 27:1-11 
         Luke 11:33-36 
Thurs, January 17 Psalm 36:5-10 
         Jeremiah 3:1-5 
         Acts 8:18-24 
Fri, January 18 Psalm 36:5-10 
         Jeremiah 3:19-25 
         1 Corinthians 7:1-7 
Sat, January 19 Psalm 36:5-10 
         Jeremiah 4:1-4 
         Luke 11:14-23 
Sun, January 20 Isaiah 62:1-5 
            1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
         John 2:1-11 
Mon, January 21 Psalm 145 
         Isaiah 54:1-8 
         Romans 12:9-21 
Tues, January 22 Psalm 145 
         Song of Solomon 4:1-8 
         1 Corinthians 1:3-17 
Wed, January 23 Psalm 145 
         Song of Solomon 4:9-5:1 
         Luke 5:33-39 
Thurs, January 24 Psalm 19 
         Isaiah 61:1-7 
         Romans 7:1-6 
Fri, January 25 Psalm 19 
         Nehemiah 2:1-10 
         Romans 12:1-8 
Sat, January 26 Psalm 19 
         Nehemiah 5:1-13 
         Luke 2:39-52 
Sun, January 27 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
         1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
         Luke 4:14-21 
Mon, January 28 Psalm 119:89-96 
         Jeremiah 36:1-10 
         1 Corinthians 14:1-12 
Tues, January 29 Psalm 119:89-96 
         Jeremiah 36:11-26 
         2 Corinthians 7:2-12 
Wed, January 30 Psalm 119:89-96 
         Jeremiah 36:27-32 
         Luke 4:38-44 
Thurs, January 31 Psalm 111 
         Deuteronomy 3:23-29 
         Romans 9:6-18 

Daily Bible Readings 
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary.  The readings are chosen so 

that the days leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for the Sunday readings.  The days flowing out from Sun-

day (Monday through Wednesday) reflect upon the Sunday readings.  The complete Daily Lectionary is also found on pages 1121-

1153 of our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=94626229
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=94626267
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=94626299
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=287140033
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125251459
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125284301
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125284331
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282265
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282326
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282356
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282265
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282391
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282415
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282265
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282441
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282473
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=94627909
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=94627976
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=94628007
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282265
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282500
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282524
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282265
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282551
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282577
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282265
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282606
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125282636
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308194
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121000
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121038
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308194
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121072
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121127
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308194
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121160
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121186
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308154
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308223
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308259
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121224
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121286
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121317
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121224
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121403
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121429
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121224
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121462
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129121487
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308481
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125720
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125747
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308481
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125784
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125808
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308481
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125835
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125865
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308451
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308512
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128308542
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125410
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125470
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125625
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125410
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125524
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125569
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125410
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125655
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129125686
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128309542
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126498
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126538
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128309542
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126565
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126596
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128309542
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126629
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126656
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128309489
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128309570
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=128309598
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126688
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126736
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126768
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126688
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126828
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129127691
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126688
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126888
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=129126915
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=98285697
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=98285755
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=98285800
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Total 
Receipts Actual 

12,972 
Budget 
13,000 

Actual 
136,487 

Budget 
143,000 

Total  
Expenses Actual 

12,386 
Budget 
13,389 

Actual 
137,815 

Budget 
147,506 

November 2018 YTD   

 
Saints in Worship: 

 

11-4 75 
11-11 62 
11-18 53 
11-25 36 
 
Total  226 

Thank you all for faithfully stewarding the gifts God has entrusted us with in fulfilling 
the ministry and mission of God here at Bethany Lutheran Church!  In so many ways, 

not just monetarily, God is abundantly providing for our needs. 

Monetary Gifts Report 
Submitted by Nancy Bruns 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
9:00 AM Worship 

31 1 
1:00 PM Quilters 

2 3 
6:00 AM Women's 

Bible study 

4 5 

6 
9:00 AM Worship 

7 8 
1:00 PM Hope Chest 

Open 
1:00 PM Quilters 

9 
6:00 AM Men's Breakfast 

and Bible Study 
9:00 AM Women's Circle 

Bible Study 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
6:30 PM Pre K-6th grade 

Faith Formation 

10 
6:00 AM Women's 

Bible study 

11 12 

13 
9:00 AM Worship 

14 
6:30 PM Council 

Meeting 

15 
1:00 PM Hope Chest 

Open 
1:00 PM Quilters 

16 
6:00 AM Men's Breakfast 

and Bible Study 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
6:30 PM Pre K-6th grade 

Faith Formation 

17 
6:00 AM Women's 

Bible study 

18 19 

20 
9:00 AM Worship 

Annual Meeting Following Worship 

21 22 
1:00 PM Hope Chest 

Open 
1:00 PM Quilters 

23 
6:00 AM Men's Breakfast 

and Bible Study 
6:15 PM Choir Practice 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
6:30 PM Pre K-6th grade 

Faith Formation 

24 
6:00 AM Women's 

Bible study 

25 26 

27 
9:00 AM Worship 
5:00 PM West Branch Community 

Meal @ Bethany 

28 29 
1:00 PM Hope Chest 

Open 
1:00 PM Quilters 

30 
6:00 AM Men's Breakfast 

and Bible Study 
6:15 PM Choir Practice 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
6:30 PM Pre K-6th grade 

Faith Formation 

31 
6:00 AM Women's 

Bible study 

1 2 
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Ministry Assistants 

Ministers of Proclamation (Lectors) 
1-6   Wayne Frauenholtz 
1-13 Toni Dodds 
1-20 Del Hughes  
1-27 Cheryl Fischer 
 

Ministers of Hospitality (Greeters) 
 

1-6   Nancy & Paul Bruns 
1-13 Jerry & Toni Dodds 
1-20 Al & Claudia Beyer 
1-27 Jamie Zimmerman 
 

Ministers of Christ’s Light (Acolytes) 
  

1-6   Chloe & Shelby Klabo 
1-13 Alex Poppen & Aizlyn Marsh 
1-20 Aiden & Miley Shields 
1-27 Cole Crosthwaite & Jacob Langley 
 

To find Bethany’s main page, 
search “Bethany Lutheran 

Church (ELCA)  
West Branch, Iowa” 

 

DON”T FORGET TO LIKE US! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter!   
Our Twitter Handle is:  

@blcwestbranch 
 
 

January  2019 

Bethany Branches 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
235 South Second Street 
PO BOX 236 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 

www.wbbethany.org 
 


