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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Greetings and peace to each of you!  I would like to 
take this time to thank each of you for your faithful 

dedication to the continued ministry here at Bethany Lutheran.  We 
have recently completed another ñFall Stewardship Campaignò and 
on behalf of the Stewardship Team I thank you for prayerfully dis-
cerning how God is working in each of you to utilize your gifts of 
time, talents, and money.  It is solely as a community, and not as indi-
viduals, united together in our Baptism into our Lord Jesus Christ that 
God has the ability to transform our gifts and use them for the good-
ness of Godôs kingdom.  The Stewardship Team is working hard to 
lift up the fact stewardship is woven into the DNA of who we are as 
people of God.  It is at our core and something we live out daily and 
not just once a year.   
 

Finally, as we journey through the season of Advent and prepare for 
Christmas may we each take time out of our busy lives, find a bit of 
respite and silence in the midst of holiday shopping, solitude away 
from wrapping presents and writing cards, and prayerfully give 
thanks to the most precious gift of all that will be revealed to the 
world on December 25th.  Let us lift up what God is about to do, has 
done, and will continue to do in the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  Let 
us proclaim the mystery of our faith that in the form of a tiny infant 
born in a manager in a cattle barn God met humanity in a new and 
unexpected way.  The promise He is with us holds true yet today as 
does the promise that our Lord and Savior will return again.  Peace to 
each of you this Advent season! 
 

Pastor Chad 

 

12-09 Womenôs Circle 9:00 am 
12-14 Council Meeting 6:30 pm 
12-24 5:00 pm Candlelight Service 
          8:00 pm Candlelight Service 
12-27 4th Sunday Dinner 5:00 pm 
12-31 New Yearôs Eve 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church 
235 South Second Street 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 

Pastor Chad Whaley                           
pastor@wbbethany.org  

Office Hours 
Monday & Thursday                            
9:00 a.m. - Noon   

*Pastor Chad is also available by      
appointment. 

Admin. Assistant: Paula Casper  
blcsecretary@lcom.net   

 
Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 8:00-11:30 a.m. 
Office Phone: (319) 643-5998 

Simply search ñBethany Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) West Branch, Iowaò on 

facebook and ñlikeò our page! 

Search @blcwestbranch 

Important Dates  

Contact Information  

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 

ALSO FIND US ON TWITTER! 
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Books for Adults 
This month will feature books with a Christmas theme. 
The first book is by Wanda Brunstetter the author of the 
Amish Quilt series which have been featured in previous 
newsletters. The Lopsided Christmas Cake is about twin 
sisters who have done everything in life together includ-
ing being unmarried. At thirty-two years of age, changes 
come into their lives. They inherit their grandparentsô 
house and store. They take a cake to a charity event  
together in the new town where they locate. Enter two 
bachelors, a bidding war, and you have a lighthearted 
Christmas romance from Amish country.  
 

The Pioneer Christmas Collection is 9 stories of finding shelter and love 
in a wintry frontier. The wild and untamed lands of America called deter-
mined pioneers who desired a new way of life. Faced with primitive 
housing, these settlers faced their first Christmas in a new land with both 
fear and hope. From the mountains of North Carolina in 1780 to Alaska 
in 1897 these settlers adjust to new situations. In this collection we can 
relive a pioneer Christmas with its challenges and delights. The Dakota 
Territory story The Cowboyôs Angel is by Lauraine Snelling, who is well 
known to readers of this newsletter.  
 

Come, My Little Angel by Diane Noble is about the faith of a ten-year-
old girl who prays for a miracle. It takes place in Red Bud, a mining 
town at the turn of the twentieth century. Conditions are hard and re-
sources are few. Events leading up to Christmas that year tell a story of 
warmth, humor, and compassion. It shows how flawed human beings can 
be used to mirror Godôs love. (donated) 
 

Christmas In Apple Ridge by Cindy Woodsmall is a collection of three 
Christmas stories. Woodsmall is the author of the Sisters Of The Quilt 
series featured in the October newsletter. The discovery of a large, intri-
cately carved scene of Amish children playing in the snow sets the action 
for The Sound of Sleigh Bells. Can past tragedy be overcome and a sec-
ond chance of true love take place? In The Christmas Singing Mattie 
thought her childhood sweetheart adored her until he abruptly ended their 
engagement on Christmas Eve. Mattie, brokenhearted, moves away. 
Forced to return three years later and learning the truth behind her rejec-
tion ï will it cause her to restore her Christmas joy or cause further heart-
ache? In The Dawn Of Christmas Sadie enjoys her freedom away from 
home and her mission trips to Peru. After four years, her Old Order 
Amish family insists it is time to come home and settle down. Levi, a 
bachelor who distrusts women after a family heartbreak, also has no de-
sire for romance. To keep their families from meddling in their lives, 
Sadie and Levi devise a plan. Read the story to find out what it is and if it 
works. 
 

Bethany Books 

by Frank Frostestad 

 
 
 
 
12/02 Bruce Jeffries 
12/05 Jim Yanecek, Samantha Yeater 
12/06 Wanda Anderson 
12/07 Kellee McCrory 
12/10 Barb Campbell 
12/13 Marshall McElhinney 
12/14 Beth Kaufman 
 Liz McCrory 
12/15 Kami Poppen 
12/17 Traci Fryauf 
12/18  Marilyn Crow 
12/19 Jim Friis 
12/20   Auron Marsh 
12/21 Lindsey Zimmerman,  
            Mark Colvin 
12/23 Amber Marsh 
12/24 Monica Hinkhouse 
12/26 Nancy Bruns 
12/31 Jon Twing 

The Simply Giving Program is a  
convenient, consistent, and safe way to 
give financially to Bethany.  By  
contributing electronically you will no 
longer need to write out checks and  
prepare envelopes every week.   
 
Get started today!  Ask for an  
authorization form from our Financial 
Secretary, Claudia Beyer, or visit the 
ñResourceò tab on our church website 
for a flier and registration form.  Please 
see Claudia with any questions. 

Birthdays  
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Pastor Chadôs sermons can now be found on 
Bethanyôs website (www.wbbethany.org) by 
placing your cursor over the ñResourceò tab 
found on the home page and then selecting 

Adult Education  

Opportunities  

Thursday Womenôs  
Bible Study 

6:00 a.m. in the Small Hall 
All are Welcome 

Bethany Menôs Breakfast   
Bible Study Group 
Wednesdays at 6:00 a.m.  
in the Great Hall  
All are Welcome 

Books for Children  
I will put on display a number of Christmas books that we have for 
children. New books include:  The Holy Moly Christmas Story and 
The Story Of Christmas. They both cover from when the angel visited 
Mary to the arrival of the wise men. They are a good introduction to 
how Jesus came into the world.  
DVDôs for Children 
 
The Holy Moly Christmas Story Collection is the DVD version of the 
above book. Christmas And Jesusô Early Life covers from the angelôs 
visit to Jesus at the temple. Preteens revisit the story of Christmas and 
discover how the Bible relates to their own lives. Ada & Leoôs In-
spired Christmas Adventures are for ages 3-10. Here they learn about 
patience, repentance and more.  
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рΥлл tΦaΦ ŀƴŘ уΥлл tΦaΦ 

Adult Discussion 
10:20 a.m. in the Small Hall 

All are Welcome 

Womenôs Circle 
Second Wednesday of Month 
9:00 a.m. in Great Hall unless 

stated otherwise 
 

 

In the event we need to cancel worship  
at Bethany due to inclement weather notification will be 
done in the following formats. There will be a post on the 
church website (www.wbbethany.org/westbranch/), on 
Twitter, and on Bethanyôs Facebook page. There will be 
an email sent out to all Bethany members who have  

provided an email address. Notification will also be provided to 
KGAN channel 2 television station. These will be the primary means 
of notification. If none of the above means work for you please contact 
Paula so we can make other arrangements. Thank you!  

Bethany Books cont.éé.. 

http://www.wbbethany.org
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Church Staff 

Pastor - Chad Whaley 
(319) 643-5998 or (319) 643-7257 
pastor@wbbethany.org  
 

Admin. Assistant - Paula Casper 
(319) 331-9456 
blcsecretary@lcom.net 
 

Custodian ï Curt Casper 
 
 

Church Council 

President   
Candy Madsen 
(319) 643-5869 
rcmadsen@lcom.net 
 

Vice President/Building & Grounds  
John Black 
(319) 643-5622 
johnblack@lcom.net   
 

Secretary/Evangelism & Missions 
Laura Twing 
(319) 331-6579 
lltwing@aol.com 
 

Treasurer  
Jill Taylor 
(319) 643-5865 
Jill-taylor@uiowa.edu 
 

Worship & Music  
Carol Roghair 
(319) 430-4013 
croghair730@gmail.com 
 

Stewardship   
Greg Lipes 
(319) 643-3211 
Greg.lipes@gmail.com 
 

Education  
Courtney Heid 
(319) 400-7227 
cheid88@gmail.com    
 

Youth 
Kevin Olson 
(319) 330-7650  
kevinolsonlaw@gmail.com 
 

Fellowship 
Paula Casper 
(319) 331-9456 
blcsecretary@lcom.net     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The tree is up with the ornaments for donation for this year.  

It's always amazing how much we help our community's fami-

lies in need at Christmas.  To participate in this mission, fol-

low these instructions.  

 

1.  Choose an ornament from the tree.  

2. Purchase that item or something similar.  

3. Wrap the gift and attach the ornament to it like a gift tag.  

4. Return wrapped gift to the tree by December 9, 2015.  

5. I will shop for remaining items on December 11, 2015.  Re-

maining ornaments will be removed December 9.  

 

If you want to donate money to school for lunch or milk ac-

counts in need, write a check to WBCSD and place in my 

church mailbox.  

 

If you want to donate money for shopping on December 11, 

write a check to Bethany and put it in my church mailbox.  

 

Jeni Schiele  

  

Bethanyõs annual meeting   

will be  held in the Great          

Hall following worship on                         

January 24th 2016. 
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/ƻƻƪƛŜ ²ŀƭƪ нлмр 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ рǘƘ 

фΥлл ŀƳ ǝƭ Κ 

Remember to light those ovens and bake lots of yummy cookies. Bring them to the church on  
Friday, December 4th until 8:00 pm or by 8:30 am on the 5th. Please arrange them on plates, ready 
to place them on tables. 

{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пǘƘ

 
Set up and decorate at 1:00 pm. Need a couple of strong men to help with tables, etc! 
 

Need 8 card tables for the Dansk Cafe. We will be serving rosettes and lefse . And of course lots of  
coffee. 
 

Call Paula 331-9456 or Candy 643-5869  with any questions and VOLUNTEER to help. 
 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ рǘƘ
 

Doors Open! Come join us for a fun filled community event. 

 

In the last article the focus was on Stewardship, one of the specific areas of ministry addressed in our  
Congregationôs Constitution and Bylaws.  The others are:  Worship and Music, Youth, Evangelism and Missions, 
Fellowship, Stewardship, and Buildings and Grounds.  This month we will focus on Evangelism and Missions.  
Once again the intent of this and future articles is to help communicate and educate all of the faithful people of God 
here at Bethany about our life together and how we share in Godôs work together to be the church on earth and  
further Godôs mission.  Each of these specific ministries is represented on the council by a called leader of Bethany.  
Their role is to help facilitate the oversight of these ministry areas along with the support of others whose gifts can 
assist each area of ministry continue to thrive and be fruitful here at Bethany.  We are grateful for their leadership, 
for those who have or presently serve in any function within these ministries, and to all who prayerfully consider 
being a part of one of these ministry teams/committees. 
 
Pertaining to Evangelism and Missions our By-Laws state, ñThe Evangelism and Missions Committee shall promote 
and support the congregationôs evangelical and outreach efforts.ò  Again, this is work we do together.  We give  

witness as a called, gathered, and sent faith community and each of us give witness in our personal lives of what  
being a Christian means to us.  Why do we make a choice to attend worship or a Bible study or another church  
sponsored event?  How is Jesus present in our life?  How does this affect other arenas of our life and other decisions 

we encounter?  Bethany continues to faithfully do a wonderful job in our missionary efforts to help our neighbor.  
We are not a large congregation in number but when you truly stop and think about it we do abundantly respond to 
Godôs grace through missionary efforts.  So thank you people of God.  Yet there is always room for growth and 

there is always a need for more of Godôs faithful people to come alongside one another and the Council  
Representative to continue to further our evangelical and missionary efforts.  Presently, Laura Twing serves as the 
Council Representative overseeing this Committee.  If you feel called to serve God and further the mission of  

Bethany Lutheran in this capacity please contact Laura.   

Ministry Minute 
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Tue ï Dec 1 2 Samuel 7:18-29    
  Revelation 22:12-16    
  Psalm 90 
Wed ï Dec 2 Isaiah 1:24-31     
  Luke 11:29-32     
  Psalm 90 
Thu - Dec 3 Malachi 3:5-12     
  Philippians 1:12-18a    
  Luke 1:68-79 
Fri - Dec 4 Malachi 3:13-18     
  Philippians 1:18b-26    
  Luke 1:68-79 
Sat - Dec 5 Malachi 4:1-6     
  Luke 9:1-6     
  Luke 1:68-79 
Sun - Dec. 6  Malachi 3:1-4 
  Luke 1:68-79 
  Philippians 1:3-11 
Mon - Dec 7 Isaiah 40:1-11    
  Romans 8:22-25     
  Psalm 126 
Tue - Dec 8 Isaiah 19:18-25     
  2 Peter 1:2-15     
  Psalm 126 
Wed - Dec 9 Isaiah 35:3-7     
  Luke 7:18-30     
  Psalm 126 
Thu - Dec 10 Amos 6:1-8     
  2 Corinthians 8:1-15    
  Isaiah 12:2-6 
Fri - Dec 11 Amos 8:4-12     
  2 Corinthians 9:1-15    
  Isaiah 12:2-6 
Sat - Dec 12 Amos 9:8-15     
  Luke 1:57-66     
  Isaiah 12:2-6 
Mon - Dec 14 Numbers 16:1-19     
  Hebrews 13:7-17     
  Isaiah 11:1-9 
Tue - Dec 15 Numbers 16:20-35    
  Acts 28:23-31     
  Isaiah 11:1-9 
Wed - Dec 16 Micah 4:8-13     
  Luke 7:31-35     
  Isaiah 11:1-9 
Thu - Dec 17 Jeremiah 31:31-34    
  Hebrews 10:10-18    
  Psalm 80:1-7 
Fri - Dec 18 Isaiah 42:10-18     
  Hebrews 10:32-39    
  Psalm 80:1-7 
Sat - Dec 19 Isaiah 66:7-11     
  Luke 13:31-35     
  Psalm 80:1-7 

 

 
 

Daily Bible Readings 
The foundational premise of this set of daily readings is their relationship to the Sunday lectionary.  The readings are chosen so that the days 

leading up to Sunday (Thursday through Saturday) prepare for the Sunday readings.  The days flowing out from Sunday (Monday through 

Wednesday) reflect upon the Sunday readings.  The complete Daily Lectionary is also found on pages 1121-1153 of our hymnal, Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship.  

Sun - Dec. 20  Micah 5:2-5a 
  Hebrews 10:5-10 
  Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]  
Mon ï Dec 21 Genesis 25:19-28     
  Colossians 1:15-20    
  Psalm 113 
Tue ï Dec 22 Micah 4:1-5     
  Ephesians 2:11-22    
  Luke 1:46b-55 
Wed ï Dec 23 Micah 4:6-8     
  2 Peter 1:16-21     
  Luke 1:46b-55 
Thu - Dec. 24 Isaiah 9:2-7 
  Titus 2:11-14 
  Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]  
Fri - Dec. 25 Isaiah 62:6-12 
  Titus 3:4-7 
  Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
Sat ï Dec 26 2 Chronicles 24:17-24    
  Acts 6:1-7; 7:51-60    
  Psalm 148 
Sun - Dec. 27 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
  Colossians 3:12-17 
  Luke 2:41-52  
Mon ï Dec. 28 Isaiah 54:1-13     
  Revelation 21:1-7     
  Psalm 148 
Tue ï Dec. 29 1 Chronicles 28:1-10    
  1 Corinthians 3:10-17    
  Psalm 147:12-20 
Wed ï Dec. 30 2 Chronicles 1:7-13    
  Mark 13:32-37     
  Psalm 147:12-20 
Thu ï Dec. 31 1 Kings 3:5-14     
  John 8:12-19     
  Psalm 147:12-20 
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DECEMBER 2015 

Monetary Gifts Report 
Submitted by Jill Taylor 

 

 

 
NA NA NA NA 

 
NA NA NA NA 

October  YTD   

 
 

Saints in Worship  
October 2015 

 

10-04 74 
10-11 45 
10-18 55 
10-25 70 
Total:   244 

There is not a Financial Report this month due to the November Council Meeting be-
ing cancelled as there would not have been a quorum.  If you have any questions 

please see a Council Representative.  Thank you! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

29 
9:00 AM Worship followed by fel-
lowship 
10:20 AM Sunday school & Adult 
Discussion 

30 1 
1:00 PM Quilters 
1:30 PM Hope Chest 
Open 

2 
6:00 AM Men's Break-
fast and Bible Study 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
dinner and study 

3 
6:00 AM Women's Bible 
study 

4 5 

6 
9:00 AM Worship followed by fel-
lowship 
10:20 AM Sunday school & Adult 
Discussion 

7 8 
1:00 PM Quilters 
1:30 PM Hope Chest 
Open 

9 
6:00 AM Men's Break-
fast and Bible Study 
9:00 AM Women's Cir-
cle 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
dinner and study 

10 
6:00 AM Women's Bible 
study 

11 12 

13 
9:00 AM Worship followed by fel-
lowship 
10:20 AM Sunday school & Adult 
Discussion 

14 
6:30 PM Council 
Meeting 

15 
1:00 PM Quilters 
1:30 PM Hope Chest 
Open 

16 
6:00 AM Men's Break-
fast and Bible Study 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
dinner and study 

17 
6:00 AM Women's Bible 
study 

18 19 

20 
9:00 AM Worship followed by fel-
lowship 
10:20 AM Sunday school & Adult 
Discussion 

21 22 
1:00 PM Quilters 
1:30 PM Hope Chest 
Open 

23 24 
5:00 PM Candlelight 
Service 
8:00 PM Candlelight 
Service 

25 26 

27 
9:00 AM Worship followed by fel-
lowship 
10:20 AM Sunday school & Adult 
Discussion 
5:00 PM West Branch Community 
Meal @ Bethany 

28 29 
1:00 PM Quilters 
1:30 PM Hope Chest 
Open     
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Ministry Assistants 

Ministers of Proclamation (Lectors) 
 

12-06  Toni Dodds 
12-13  George McCrory 
12-20  Philip Hougen 
12-24  John Black/Del Hughes 
12-27  Shawn Samuelson 
 

Ministers of Hospitality (Greeters) 
 

12-06  Nancy & Paul Bruns 
12-13  Linda & John Black 
12-20  Toni & Jerry Dodds 
12-24  5 pm Sue & Del Hughes 
           8 pm Claudia & Al Beyer 
12-27 Paula Casper & Courtney Heid 
 

Ministers of Christôs Light (Acolytes) 
  
12-06  Hannah Schiele &  
           Andrew Samuelson 
12-13  Alex & Olivia Poppen 
12-20  Kaitlyn & Collin Lovetinsky 
12-24  5 pm Matt Paulsen/Matt Whaley 
           8 pm Katie A./Jaylen V. 
12-27  Auron Marsh & Aiden Shields 

To find Bethanyôs main page, 
search ñBethany Lutheran 

Church (ELCA)  
West Branch, Iowaò 

 

DONòT FORGET TO LIKE US! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter!   
Our Twitter Handle is:  
@blcwestbranch 

 
 

 

.ŜǘƘŀƴȅ 

Bethany Lutheran Church  
235 South Second Street  
PO BOX 236  
West Branch, Iowa 52358  

www.wbbethany.org  
 


