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Course Overview  
Over the summer, the Standing Rock Sioux tribe and allies forced the U.S. government to 
temporarily halt construction of an oil pipeline that would (and still may) run through the tribe’s 
reservation. Residents of a largely African American public housing complex in Indiana were 
told that the soil in their neighborhood – where many had lived for decades – contains toxic 
levels of lead. And El Pueblo para el Aire y Aqua Limpia de Kettleman City (People for Clean 
Air and Water of Kettleman City) was part of a successful campaign against Chemical Waste 
Management, which operates California’s largest hazardous waste site adjacent to the low-
income, largely Latin@ community.1  
 
These events took place in different part of the country, in places with very different histories, 
and yet some important threads link them together. They are stories about toxic landscapes, 
politically vulnerable communities, and struggles over state and corporate power. They are also 
stories about environmental justice – the theme of our course. Struggles for environmental justice 
come in many forms, including conflict over access to natural resources and the unequal body 
burdens of industrial pollution. Over the next few months, we will learn analytical concepts to 

																																																								
1	See http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/10/us/judge-approves-construction-of-oil-pipeline-in-north-dakota.html; 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/31/us/lead-contamination-public-housing-east-chicago-indiana.html; 
http://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/article100013267.html 
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think about environmental justice, focusing on the current politics of oil pipelines, sovereignty, 
environment, and justice in North Dakota. This ongoing campaign provides a window into the 
broader concepts of the course, including the socio-environmental effects of extractive 
industries, the slow violence of chemicals and other toxic waste, issues of reproductive justice, 
the entanglements of race in ideas of “nature,” Native America dispossession and settler 
colonialism, the “Anthropocene,” and climate justice. The goals of this course, most broadly 
speaking, are for you to develop a firm grasp of key concepts and frameworks to analyze the 
complexity of issues involving extractive industries and indigenous land claims, and to be able 
apply these concepts and frameworks to other issues of environmental politics in the world 
today. 
 
Course Readings 
Course readings include articles and selections from books. These are available as a reader to be 
purchased at the Bay Tree Bookstore (which I highly recommend). They are also available on 
Canvas (which has replaced eCommons).  
 
Office Hours 
I hold open office hours, in the hopes of having group conversations about the class material. 
Please at least expect that there may be other students in the office, and I encourage you to come 
in as a group as well, so we can think through a reading or issue together. If you would like to 
meet one-on-one please make a private appointment with me. My office is room 324 in Rachel 
Carson College. 
 
Course Evaluation 
Your grade in the course will be evaluated through reading quizzes, take home exams, a final 
paper, and class participation (including attendance).   
 
The class is based on 1000 points, so you can calculate your grade as the quarter progresses. The 
breakdown of assignments is as follows: 
 

4 Reading Quizzes 10% (2.5% each) 
Writing Assignment (October 17th) 10% 
Take Home Exam (November 14th) 25% 
Final Paper (December 9th) 35% 
Class Attendance and Participation 20% 

 
Reading Quizzes  
The quizzes include 5-6 multiple-choice questions. They are designed to be easy to answer as 
long as you’ve done the reading! 
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On Participation 
Attendance will be taken at every class. You may have one unexcused absence, and after that 
absences will count as deductions from your participation grade. If you are having a problem 
attending class this quarter, please see me to discuss the possibility of alternative arrangements. 
Much of what you learn in this class will be from your peers, during class time, so being present 
and participating is tremendously important! Importantly, your participation grade is not based 
on whether you speak the loudest, but will be evaluated in a number of ways, including in-class 
small group work, collegiality (for some this does mean speaking up more, so that your voice is 
heard, but for others this might mean cultivating listening skills), and coming to office hours.  
 
Other aspects of your participation grade include in-class work (both individual and group work), 
and short nightly assignments (such as bringing in a relevant news article and being prepared to 
discuss it).  
 
My Expectations for the Quality of Your Writing 
Clear thinking and good writing reinforce each other. Although this is not an English class, part 
of your grade will depend on how clearly you can communicate your ideas. I expect your written 
work to be free of spelling and grammatical errors, and your essays to be well-structured, with a 
good balance of research and analysis. For those interested in developing better writing skills 
(something we all can work on!), I really recommend checking out one of the many writing 
centers on campus, especially before handing in your final paper!  
 

• UCSC Writing Program: http://writing.ucsc.edu 
• Westside Writing Center (in Oakes College – serves Kresge, Oakes, Porter, and Rachel 

Carson students): http://oakes.ucsc.edu/academics/writing-center/index.html. 
• One-on-one Writing Tutoring (multiple sessions): 

http://lss.ucsc.edu/programs/one-on-one-writing/index.html 
• One-Time, One Hour Writing Appointments: 

http://lss.ucsc.edu/programs/one-on-one-writing/1-hour-appointments.html 
 
The Final Paper – Citing your research sources, and how to evaluate Internet websites 
Your final paper will be 7-8 pages (double-spaced), on an environmental issue of your choice. 
This is your chance to explore a topic that really interests you! The paper will require you do 
some outside research, and to bring this research in conversation with course material. It is 
super important that you learn how to evaluate Internet websites for their authority as a 
research source. Part of your grade for this research paper will include your source material. 
One of the first things I do when I read student papers is to glance through the 
bibliography. Websites such as Wikipedia (or example) will not count as a relevant 
research source. Please check out the following websites on “digital literacy” for scholarly 
research: 
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• Cornell University Digital Literacy: 

https://digitalliteracy.cornell.edu/tutorial/dpl3000.html 
• University of Toronto: Research Using the Internet: 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/reading-and-researching/research-using-internet 
• Purdue University also has a good website on conducting research, and as well as citing 

your research sources: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/8/ 
 
For this class, please use the Chicago Manual of Style for your citations. See the UCSC 
Website on Citing Sources: http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/citesources 
 
Academic Integrity 
I take plagiarism very seriously. A plagiarized assignment in this course will receive an “F.” 
Please become acquainted with the UCSC statement on plagiarism. You might begin with the 
UCSC Library’s website, “What is plagiarism?” 
http://library.ucsc.edu/help/research/what-is-plagiarism 
 
UC Davis also provides a short movie, “Avoiding Plagiarism”: 
https://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/dept/instruc/research/videos/avoiding-plagiarism.mp4 
 
And remember: 
 

 
source: https://memegenerator.net/instance/66047236 

 
Use of Cell Phones, Facebook and other Classroom Etiquette 
Texting or using your cell phone for anything other than emergency calls during class is not 
allowed. You may use your computer to take notes, but please do not surf the Internet. If I find 
you using your computer for anything other than taking notes, it will affect your participation 
grade. If it persists I will request that you take hand-written notes.  
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Please consider a few things. First – everyone behind you can see your computer screen. When 
you engage in non-class related activities it is distracting to them – effectively you diminish their 
learning experience. Be respectful of your classroom community! 
 
And respect yourself! The New York Times reported that the average person spends about 50 
minutes on Facebook (that’s just Facebook) a day: 
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/06/business/facebook-bends-the-rules-of-audienceengagement-
to-its-advantage.html) 
 
That’s a whole lot of your waking hours! Now try and factor in all the time you spend on email, 
texting, and other online uses. You are likely ALREADY online a great deal – give yourself a 
break and turn off your wifi when you come into class (and keep it off!). I think you will find 
that you learn more, and also enjoy class so much more, if you aren’t distracted.   
 
Accommodations  
If you have accommodations through the Disability Resource Center (http://drc.ucsc.edu), I ask 
that you come to office hours to give me your accommodation letter – only because I appreciate 
the face-to-face conversation about how we can make the class experience a positive one.  
 
Additional Resources 
I suggest checking out the following news media sources to keep up to date on world news, 
particularly news relevant to the themes of our course. If you’re having trouble finding a topic 
for your final paper, these sites might be a good place to look!  
 
The Guardian (they have a US Edition), The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Los 
Angeles Times, Mother Jones (see the “Environment” section), Slate, The New Yorker, Harper’s 
Magazine, The Atlantic, The Atlantic’s CityLab website (http://www.citylab.com), Indigenous 
Environmental Network (http://www.ienearth.org).  
 
For environmental justice issues in California, see: 

• The Invisible-5 Audio Project: http://www.invisible5.org 
• California Environmental Justice Alliance: http://caleja.org 
• The Environmental Justice Coalition for Water: http://ejcw.org 
• Communities for a Better Environment: http://www.cbecal.org 
• Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice: http://greenaction.org 
• West Oakland Environmental Indicators Project: http://www.woeip.org 
• Golden Gate University Environmental Justice Law Clinic (scroll down to see the 

organizations they work with under “Cases and Projects,” and read their latest report): 
https://law.ggu.edu/clinics-and-centers/clinics/environmental-law-and-justice  
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- Reading Schedule -  
 
 
Wednesday, September 28th – Crude Politics  

• Bill McKibben, “A Pipeline Fight and America’s Dark Past,” The New Yorker, 
September 6, 2016, read online or on Canvas: http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-
comment/a-pipeline-fight-and-americas-dark-past 

• Elizabeth Kolbert, “Unconventional Crude,” The New Yorker, November 12, 2007, read 
online or on Canvas: http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/11/12/unconventional-
crude 
 

Monday, October 3rd – Environmental Justice  
• Luke Cole and Sheila Foster, “Preface” and “A History of the Environmental Justice 

Movement,” in From the Ground Up: Environmental Racism and the Rise of the 
Environmental Justice Movement, pp. 1-9 and 19-33. 

 
Wednesday, October 5th – Nature as Community 

• Di Chiro, G., 1996. Nature as community: The convergence of environment and social 
justice. Uncommon ground: Rethinking the human place in nature, pp.298-320. 

**READING QUIZ #1 
 
Monday, October 10th – Extractive Industries and “Displacement in Place” I 

• Eduardo Galeano, “Lust for Gold, Lust for Silver” in Open Veins of Latin America pp. 
11-58 

 
Wednesday, October 12th – Extractive Industries and “Displacement in Place” II 

• Bebbington, Anthony, “The New Extraction: Rewriting the Political Ecology of the 
Andes?” NACLA Report on the Americas 42 no. 5 (2009): 12-20 

 
Monda y, October 17th – Histories of #NoDAPL and Kaneshsatake 

• Julian Brave NoiseCat and Anne Spice, “A History and Future of Resistance,” in 
Jacobin, September 8, 2016 read online: https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/09/standing-
rock-dakota-access-pipeline-protest/ 

Begin In-Class Film, Kanehsatake: 270 Years of Resistance 
**WRITING ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE 
 
Wednesday, October 19th – Kaneshsatake 
Finish and Discuss Kanehsatake: 270 Years of Resistance 
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Monday, October 24th – Slow Violence and Zombie Mines 
• Michelle Murphy, “Distributed Reproduction, Chemical Violence, and Latency,” in 

Scholar & Feminist Online webjournal, in reader and online: 
http://sfonline.barnard.edu/life-un-ltd-feminism-bioscience-race/distributed-
reproduction-chemical-violence-and-latency/2/ 

• John Sandlos and Arn Keeling, “Zombie Mines and the (Over)burden of History,” in 
Solutions: For a Sustainable and Desirable Future 4 no. 3 (2013): 80-83. 

 
Wednesday, October 26th  – Citizenship Embodied 

• Sarah Marie Wiebe, “Guardians of the Environment in Canada’s Chemical Valley,” 
Citizenship Studies 20 no. 1 (2016): 18-33. 

**READING QUIZ #2 
 
Monday, October 31st – Ideas of Nature 

• William Cronon, “The Trouble With Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature,” 
Environmental History 1 no. 1 (1996): 7-28 

 
Wednesday, November 2nd – Race and the “Great Outdoors” 

• Carolyn Merchant, “Shades of Darkness: Race and Environmental History,” in 
Environmental History 8 no. 3 (2003): 380-394 

**READING QUIZ #3 
 
Monday, November 7th and Wednesday, November 9th – Is Yosemite a Pristine 
Wilderness? 

• Mark Spence, “Dispossessing the Wilderness: Yosemite Indians and the National Park 
Ideal, 1864-1930,” Pacific Historical Review 6. no. 1: 27-59. 
 

Monday, November 14th – TAKE HOME EXAM DUE (uploaded to Canvas) 
Class canceled today to give you time to finish your exam 
 
Wednesday, November 16th – The Ecological Indian? 

• Paul Nadasdy, “Transcending the Debate over the Ecologically Noble Indian: Indigenous 
Peoples and Environmentalism,” Ethnohistory 52 no. 2 (2005): 291-331. 

**READING QUIZ #4 
 
Monday, November 21st – PEER REVIEW OF RESEARCH PAPER 
Bring in a hard copy of the first (at least 5-page) draft of your paper to class 
 

Wednesday, November 23rd is canceled – Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Monday, November 28th – The Anthropocene  
• Steffen et al, “The Anthropocene: Conceptual and Historical Perspectives,” Philosophical 

Transactions of the Royal Society A 369 (2011): 842-867. 
• “The Anthropocene Epoch: Scientists Declare Dawn of Human-Influenced Age,” The 

Guardian, August 29, 2016 read online: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/aug/29/declare-anthropocene-epoch-
experts-urge-geological-congress-human-impact-earth 

•  “Just 90 companies are to blame for most climate change, this ‘carbon accountants’ 
says,” Science, August 25, 2016, read online: 
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/08/just-90-companies-are-blame-most-climate-
change-carbon-accountant-says 

 
Wednesday, November 30th – Climate Justice and Just Transitions? 

• Gwen Ottinger, “The Winds of Change: Environmental Justice in Energy Transitions,” in 
Science As Culture, 22 no. 2 (2013): 222-229 

• Chris Jones, “Building More Just Energy Infrastructure: Lessons from the Past,” Science 
As Culture 22. No. 2 (2013): 157-163. 

• Brian Tokar, “Tar Sands, Extreme Energy, and the Future of the Climate Movement,” In 
Black, Toban, D’Arcy, Stephen, Weis, Tony A Line in the Tar Sands (PM Press, 2014), 
pp. 311-320. 

 
**Your Final Paper is due on December 9th  


