
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 
Architecture 



Frank Lloyd Wright 

 American Architect, 1867 – 1959 
 Experimented with forms and 
materials 
 Recognized as one of the greatest 
architects of the twentieth century. 
 Believed beautifully designed 
buildings make a difference in our lives 
 Developed the Prairie style of 
architecture 
 Interest in Japanese art and culture 
are reflected in his work 
 Designed some of the most 
recognizable residences and public 
buildings 



Childhood 

 Born in a small town 
in Wisconsin in 1867 
 Given a set of 
Froebel blocks, an 
educational toy for 
Kindergarteners, 
which he credited for 
influencing his work 

 In 1887, moves to 
Chicago to work as a 
draftsman and architect 
 In 1887, designs his 
first building – Hillside 
Home School 



Frank Lloyd Wright Residence (1889-1908) 

THE OAK PARK YEARS 
 In 1889, marries Catherine Lee Tobin 
 Develops the Prairie Style of Architecture 
 Runs a thriving Architectural practice for 20 years 



Prairie Style Architecture 

 Low-pitched roofs 
 Extended lines 
 Blend with landscape 
 Horizontal streamlining 



Taliesin 1 and 2 

  In 1907, begins 
relationship with Mamah 
B. Cheney 

  Designs and Builds 
Taliesin  

  Travels to Japan and 
Europe 

  Achieves extraordinary 
social and professional 
success 

  In 1914, Mamah 
Cheney and 2 of her 
children are murdered 
and Taliesin burns  

  Taliesin 2 built on ashes 
of Taliesin 1 as tribute to 
Cheney, his greatest 
love 



Falling water (1935) 

 In 1932, writes autobiography 
 Begins period of writing, 
lecturing, and teaching 
 Becomes American Icon 

 In 1922, marries Mariam Noel 
 In 1928, marries Olgivanna Milanoff 
 Period of great productivity and 
social awareness 



Taliesin West 
FLW built and designed 
Taliesin West in Scottsdale, 
AZ.  He, his family, and groups 
of apprentices would spend 
most of the year here.  He 
designed Falling Water here, 
one of his best known high-
end residences.  Though he 
was highly acclaimed for this 
type of work, he wanted to 
design beautiful homes for 
middle class people using 
common materials and 
designs to achieve a pleasing 
aesthetic. 



 Marks change in style 
 Smooth, geometric shapes 
 Circular design  
 Upward spiral leads viewers through the museums gallery 

The Guggenheim (1943) 



Grady Gammage Memorial Auditorium 

 Last public commission of FLW 
 Built from 1962-1964 
 Named for president of ASU 
 Auditorium for performances from 
orchestra to Opera to Broadway shows 
 In 1985, placed on National Register 
of Historic Places 



 Scottsdale landmark completed in 
2004 
 Inspired from a rejected design for 
the AZ State Capitol 
 125 Feet tall 
 Reflects native plants and AZ 
landscape 


