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Your ReNU Remodeling Planning Guide 

Remodeling a Kitchen or Bathroom is a big decision.  It’s also fun and exciting to think 

about converting a primary room of the house into a show room with that is sure to 

generate the “Wow” factor from friends and family. More importantly, an updated kitchen 

or bathroom will increase the market value of a home should it be sold in the near 

future.  At ReNU we do much of the planning work for you, and our goal is to keep it as 

easy as possible. Many of our Residential Customers ask for a little extra help to plan 

and prepare for the day they’re ready to get to work.     

1. Make a wish list. 

Create your list in a way that separates the “must have” from the “nice to have”.  This 

will help you or your ReNU contractor build a realistic budget that includes a low range 

vs. a high range if everything on the list could be included.  (An example might be a 

double oven is a “must have”, but a Viking Stove is a “nice to have”) 

 Go through ReNu Home Remodeling’s Idea Gallery, Houzz, or Pinterest to find 

Kitchen or Bathroom remodeling ideas that match your interior design taste. 

 Create a 3 ring idea book you can refer back to later.  Print or clip your ideas and 

organize the ideas into 3 sections:  

1. Love it 

2. That’s Unique 

3. Maybe 

 Once you’ve gathered your design ideas, start organizing the types of materials you 

want to incorporate into your “must haves” and “nice to haves”.  Consider the 

following categories: 

 Cabinets – Your most important design feature with a choice between 

New Cabinets or Re-facing your existing Cabinets (a great alternative to 

tight budgets).  Think Color, Style, Look and Feel  

 Standard or Custom 

 Casual or Traditional 

 Modern or Contemporary 

 Rustic or Relaxed 

 Wood Type – Maple, Cherry, Oak are Customer Favorites 

http://renuremodeling.com/photo-gallery/
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 Painted or Stained 

 Moulding and/or Accents (ie, Glass Fronts) 

 Cabinet Storage and Functionality – Sometimes it’s what’s hidden that 

makes the best kitchens or bathrooms 

 Roll-out Shelving 

 Pull-down Shelving 

 Inside Door Shelving 

 Lazy Susans 

 Wine Racks 

 Spice Cabinets 

 Waste Storage 

 Other Organizational Preferences 

 Counter Tops – Similar to your cabinetry selection, the type of counter top 

you select can increase the value of your home 

 Granite 

 Quartz 

 Laminate 

 Butcher-block 

 Marble 

 Kitchen Appliances – Color, Size, Brands, Functionality 

 Dishwasher  

 Refrigerator  

 Stove/Oven  

 Microwave 

 Hardware- Considered the finishing touch that can enhance the design 

 Faucets – Single or Double Handled, Touchless, Pull-Down, Pull-

out 

 Towel holders  

 Cabinet knobs 

 Shower Heads 

 Lighting – A great way to enhance your remodeled room - Lighting 

Controls/Dimmers, Energy Saving 

 Under Cabinet – mounted under the kitchen cabinet 

 Track – Mounted or suspended from the ceiling 

 Recessed Lighting - Installed above the ceiling, this type of lighting 

has an opening that is flush with the ceiling.  
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 Pendant - Suspended from the ceiling, a pendant light directs its 

light down, typically over a table or kitchen island. A pendant can 

enhance the decorative style of a room. Pendants can provide 

ambient or task lighting. 

 Chandeliers - Suspended from the ceiling, chandeliers direct their 

light upward, typically over a table. 

 Wall Sconces - Surface-mounted to the wall, sconces can direct 

light upwards or downwards, and their covers or shades can add a 

stylistic touch to a room. 

 Flooring and backsplash – Consider Lifestyle, Comfort, Ease of Cleaning, 

and Design Compliments 

 Hardwood – type, color, design 

 Bamboo 

 Laminate 

 Vinyl 

 Tile -  size, type, color, design 

 Basins – Today the type of basin you select, can be designed as a primary 

feature to your kitchen or bathroom.  Balance the desire for design and 

functionality.  

 Double or Single 

 Type - size, single or double 

 Material – Stainless Steel, Enameled Cast Iron, Acrylic 

 Bath and Shower type 

 Large or small  

 Separated or combined  

 Seating or no seating, 

 Jacuzzi or Hot Tub style 

 Door types- Frosted, Clear, or Curtain Rod, Interior type - standard 

or oversized tub, , etc. 

 Paint Colors – Kitchen colors should blend with living room, dining room, 

etc.; Bathrooms should blend with attached bedrooms or other nearby 

rooms 

 Textures 

 Flat or matte 

 High gloss or semi-gloss 

 Durable, easy to clean 
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2. Determine your budget. 

Before you meet with your ReNU contractor or an architect, you’ll need a ballpark 

estimate—then both of you will be able to talk honestly about what’s possible.  It’s a 

good idea to build some padding—at least 10 percent is recommended—into your 

number, for all those unexpected uh-ohs and might-as-wells that will crop up. 

3. What’s the Right Time to Start? 

When do you want your remodeled room to be complete? If you want your kitchen done 

for an upcoming holiday event, you’ll want to begin the planning process about 3-6 

months in advance.  You’ll also want to consider the type of project needed – for 

example, if you’re ready to add new siding or replace windows - think summer, fall or 

spring, and ask your ReNU consultant for the time it will take to complete the project. 

4. Begin looking for a contractor – We’re a bit biased, but seriously here’s some 

of the steps you should consider. 

Warning: Not all contractors are equal! This isn’t the time to peruse the Yellow Pages. 

Look up reviews and testimonials, check the better business bureau, meet the 

contractor in person, and review other like projects. You can also consult the National 

Association of Remodelers (nari.org) or the National Association of Home Builders 

(nahb.org); the professionals belonging to these organizations are bound by strict codes 

of ethics and business practices. 

 We’ll save you a little time with ReNU Home Remodelers 

 Nearly 40 years of service to the Greater Chicagoland Area 

 Honest family owned & operated business for 30 years 

 Over 21,000 satisfied customers 

 Factory direct pricing 

 Free in-home consultation & digital design (most charge for this) 

 Better Business Bureau (BBB) “A” rated member 

 10 years – lifetime guarantee 

 Top quality professional designers 

 Top quality installers 

6. Examine the fine print of the contract. 

http://nari.org/
http://nahb.org/
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Contracts are important.  It’s your opportunity to review, one more time, that everything 

you’ve discussed with your consultant is included in the contract.  Don’t forget the 

following: 

 Warranties and Guarantees 

o Materials Used 

o Protection From Home Damage 

 Change Order Form Process 

 Performance and Payment Bonds 

 Scope of Work 

 Agreed Upon Pricing and Payment Schedules (if applicable) 

7. Finalize household arrangements. 

 Make a plan for where you can easily access and store pots, pans, towels, 

toiletries, etc. while the remodeling is in progress 

 If your kitchen will be non-functional for a few days, make plans to eat-out or 

delivery service for the home bodies. 

 Remove anything that may be breakable and near the work zone 

 Now that you know when the work will begin, make any additional plans, such as 

reserving storage space for furnishings or booking a hotel room for the day when 

the water will be turned off. 

8. Let the work begin! 

 

 


