
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of May 1, 2022 

Chapter 24: “No Ordinary Man” 
 

                     Key Events: Jesus teaches in parables, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus performs  
                     miracles, the death of John the Baptist 
                     Key Characters: Jesus, John the Baptist, Peter (see page 492 for descriptions) 

         Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Matthew 5-7, 9, 14; Mark 4-6, Luke 10, 15; John 6 
 

1. Jesus taught in parables, stories that conveyed spiritual truths of God using familiar 
subject matter.  How did his parables reveal and conceal the truth?  What did Jesus 
mean when he said, “Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even 
what they have will be taken from them.” (page 336) 

 
 

2. A parable often contained numerous details, but usually had one central truth.  What is 
the main point/truth of each of these parables? 

 The Sower (pages 335-336) 

 A Lamp (page 336) 

 The Growing Seed (page 336) 

 The Mustard Seed (pages 336-337) 

 Three parables: The Lost Sheep, Coins and Son (pages 337-339) 

 The Good Samaritan (pages 339-340) 

 
 

3. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) began with The Beatitudes, nine statements 
that start with the words “Blessed are.” (pages 340-341)  What truths and comforts are 
found in The Beatitudes for us as disciples of Christ? 

 
 

4. Jesus instructed about prayer and provided a model prayer on page 341.  How should 
we pray? 

 
 

5. Consider the amazing miracles Jesus performed. (pages 343-349)  Why did Jesus 
perform miracles? 
 
 

6. On the bottom of page 349, the crowd of people asked Jesus, “What must we do to do 
the works God requires?”  What did this question indicate about their beliefs?  Explain 
Jesus’ answer on page 350 in his “I am the bread of life” discourse. 

 



7. What tips can we take from Jesus the Master Teacher about sharing the amazing truths 
of God with others? 
 

 
Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Pray that the Holy Spirit enlightens me with the truths of Jesus, the Master Teacher. 

 Ask God for the power to respond to the Savior in my life and my testimony to others. 
 

Study Guide Helps   
 

1. Parables REVEALED the truth to hearts the Holy Spirit opened.  For those seeking to know God, parables connected well-known 
earthly concepts to unknown (secret) spiritual meanings.  Parables impart truths relevant to all, and people with any level of Bible 
knowledge can grasp them.  Parables also CONCEALED the truth to hardened hearts that stubbornly rejected Jesus.  For those who 
despise God or are indifferent, parables expose their unbelief and serve as a warning call to repentance.  Whoever has . . . whoever 
does not . . . = By the Spirit’s work of enlightenment, the more a Christian acquires God’s truths, the more he can grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus.  A rejecting heart will not benefit from even the little truth it knows, but harden further. 
 

2. Participants can discuss/apply these main points.  Sower = people respond differently to the Word depending on their hearts – 
Spirit-filled vs. rejecting or misled; heed God’s Word.  Lamp = Jesus the Light of the world will be revealed and proclaimed.  Growing 
Seed = the gospel message of Jesus has its own power and will grow and spread.  Mustard Seed = Christ’s kingdom had seemingly 
small, insignificant origins with the work of Jesus and his disciples, but it would grow to be great and powerful in the world.  3 Lost 
parables = every soul is precious to God; the Lord seeks the lost and rejoices when someone repents and is saved; the Lost Son is 
also a warning against self-righteousness (the 2nd son).  Good Samaritan = emphasizes the true meaning of love your neighbor as 
yourself and fruits-of-faith love and kindness toward others including our enemies; warns against self-righteousness. 
 

3. Participants can discuss/apply specific blessing statements.  The blessings mean more than just human, emotional happiness.  
They refer to the spiritual joy, peace and security the child of God has through salvation in Christ.  Truths and comforts: 1) the 
statements contrast life under God’s values (stated) vs. life based on the world’s ideals (unstated but assumed); 2) words like poor in 
spirit, meek, merciful and pure in heart illustrate fruits-of-faith characteristics like humility, genuine repentance before God, 
forgiveness toward others and godly obedience; 3) the Christian will face afflictions, but the Lord provides his presence and comfort 
to cope with hardship, and the hope of eternal bliss in heaven; 4) the kingdom (Christ’s rule in believers’ hearts) and the promised 
blessings are not something earned by “toughing things out,” they are a total and free gift of God by his grace. 
 

4. Participants can discuss/apply Jesus’ teachings.  Instructions about prayer: 1) the proper attitude and state of mind – don’t be a 
pretender (hypocrite) putting on the pretense of prayer for outward show, speak to God from the heart with genuine humility and 
respect; 2) limit/eliminate distractions to maintain our focus and attention during prayer; 3) make our prayer conversation 
meaningful, a communion of the heart with God, not just babbling in mind and speech; 4) in a model prayer, The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus 
illustrates that we can and should pray to God about anything and everything, temporal and spiritual; however, it is noteworthy that 
all but one phrase in the Lord’s Prayer, give us today our daily bread, cover spiritual matters which are the priority; 5) forgiving 
others is essential in our repentance before God; when we don’t forgive others, we are refusing/rejecting Christ’s forgiveness for us. 
 

5. Jesus’ miracles were not intended for mere show or entertainment; they were performed for spiritual purposes.  As the God/man 
Messiah, Jesus proved his claim to be God, and validated that he (as Son of God) was sent by the Father.  His miracles authenticated 
the Word of God he preached and provided authority to his message.  When accompanied with the gospel (Jesus often shared the 
Word and performed miracles hand-in-hand), they supported/reinforced faith development.  Miracles also were expressions of 
Christ’s love for people; he healed their physical ailments and disabilities and cared for their spiritual needs.  Participants can discuss 
specific miracles and how they served these purposes. 
 

6. The question indicated that the people held the common misconception that God’s favor and eternal salvation can be achieved by 
good deeds and obedience.  They also failed to recognize that they fell short of God’s requirement, 100% perfection.  Jesus used 
their reference about the Israelites eating manna (bread from heaven) to explain that the Father gives you the true bread from 
heaven . . . I am the bread of life (page 350).  Those with faith in Jesus the Savior have eternal life.  This bread is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world pointed to Christ’s death which was necessary to bring forgiveness and salvation to the world. 
 

7. Jesus was an expert at reading his audience, and he was skilled at various methods to get his life-saving message to them.  He 
drew from people’s experiences, their knowledge of the O.T. Bible, their needs and disabilities, and even their ignorance and 
misconceptions as a bridge to God’s truths.  He adapted to the circumstances to get his point across.  Above all, Jesus expressed a 
genuine love for people and built a rapport with them; he truly ministered with a passion to rescue people from spiritual death. 
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