
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of April 10, 2022 

Chapter 23: “Jesus’ Ministry Begins” 
 

Key Events: the ministry of John the Baptist, Jesus’ early ministry – his baptism, 
his temptation, the calling of the disciples, his preaching and his miracles 
Key Characters: Jesus, John the Baptist (see page 492 for descriptions) 

Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Matthew 3-4, 11; Mark 1-3, Luke 8; John 1-4 
 

Note about Jesus’ ministry:  the public ministry of Jesus, when he preached, taught, and performed 
miracles among the people, began when he was approximately 30 years old.  Jesus’ public ministry lasted a 
little over 3 years from his baptism by John the Baptist to his death, resurrection, and ascension. 

 
1. John the Baptist’s public ministry preceded Jesus’ ministry, and John is referred to as the 

forerunner of Christ.  How did John prepare the way for Jesus’ public ministry? 
 
 

2. Chapter 23 includes the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness on pages 322-323.  How 
did the devil attempt to trick Jesus with each temptation?  What is the significance of 
this event? 
 
 

3. On pages 323-325, John the Baptist and Jesus’ first disciples referred to the Savior using 
a number of names and descriptions.  Identify these references and their meanings. 

 
 

4. Jesus told Nicodemus the Pharisee, “no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.”  From Jesus’ explanation on pages 326-327, describe what “born again” 
means and how it happens. 

 
 

5. Jesus traveled north from Judea into the regions of Samaria and Galilee (page 327).  
Recall what happened to these former areas of Israel 750 years earlier (see chapter 16 
on pages 219-220).  How did the episode with the Samaritan woman at the well 
summarize Jesus’ ministry? 
 
 

6. Jesus’ ministered to people who were considered unworthy and unwanted.  Name some 
of the outcasts Jesus reached in chapter 23.  Who are the people we see today that are 
often forgotten and neglected, people who need the Good News of Jesus? 
 
 



7. While Jesus’ fame and popularity grew with the masses, some Jewish leaders were 
jealous and hated him.  How do these events and circumstances illustrate the Messiah’s 
true purpose in God’s plan of salvation? 
 

 
Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Thank God for sending his Son to seek and save the lost, which includes me. 

 Pray for a heart of love and the zeal to share the Good News with others, even outcasts. 
 

Study Guide Helps   
 

1. God sent John to prepare people’s hearts for Jesus: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.  John’s message cut to the 
heart with the law – examine yourself against God’s holiness and confess your sins.  John’s message proclaimed the gospel of God’s 
grace – turn to the Lord for forgiveness, restoration and renewal.  John emphasized the kingdom of heaven, God’s rule in believer’s 
hearts through the coming Messiah.  John also played a role in the start of Jesus’ public ministry.  He baptized Jesus, an event which 
served as a coming-out proclamation when God the Father announced, This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. 
 

2. The devil dared Jesus, and tried to have him doubt the Father and his promises.  Temptation #1 – turn stones into bread:  Jesus 
would have failed to trust the Father’s power, and misused his own divine power to serve his human needs.  Temptation # 2 – jump 
off the temple:  Jesus would have sinfully tested the Father’s love and doubted him.  Temptation #3 – bow down to the devil for 
wealth:  Jesus would have sinfully gained riches by worshipping Satan.  Significance: 1) As mankind’s substitute, Jesus was under 
God’s law and was tempted like all people, yet he did not sin (see Hebrews 4:15); 2) Jesus’ Messiah mission was validated in his 
temptation – the devil tried to ruin God’s salvation plan (if Jesus sinned), yet Jesus displayed his holiness which was required of the 
Savior; 3) Jesus experienced and understands temptations, and helps us when we’re tempted (see Hebrews 2:18); 4) Jesus provided 
the method of overcoming temptation, to use the Word of God and the Spirit’s power to resist the devil and stand firm in faith. 
 

3. These names/phrases teach us about the Savior and his mission.   Lamb of God = the once-for-all sacrifice to atone/pay for the sin 
of the world.  God’s Chosen One & Messiah & Christ = all three titles mean “Anointed One” or “Chosen One” (Messiah is an O.T. 
Hebrew term and Christ is a N.T. Greek term).  Rabbi = “Teacher” and “Master”, a term of respect for one who teaches the 
Scriptures with authority.  The one Moses wrote about in the Law = Moses prophesied about the Messiah (see Deuteronomy 18:15).  
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph = recognized Jesus’ stepfather (legal father) who was in the Messiah’s lineage.  The Son of God . . 
. the king of Israel = Jesus was/is true God and therefore the true and promised God/Man Savior. 
 

4. The first birth is the physical birth.  The second birth (born again), describes the spiritual birth that occurs when the Holy Spirit 
brings someone to saving faith in Jesus the Savior.  Born again refers to conversion, when a person dead in sin and unbelief is made 
alive in Christ.  The second birth involves a change of heart, the person becomes a new creation (see 2 Corinthians 5:17).  The new 
believer falls under the rule of Christ who lives in him and compels him to live a life according to God’s will in his Word (see Galatians 
2:20).  The second birth is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the gospel in God’s Word and baptism (see 1 Corinthians 
12:3).  It does NOT come by the decision, choice, or power of the person; it cannot since he is spiritually dead in unbelief.   
 

5. Chapter 16 described the Assyrian conquest of the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C.  The Assyrians deported many Israelites 
to other locations in their empire, and forced foreign/heathen people to settle in the northern kingdom.  The Israelites who 
remained there intermarried with the foreigners, forming a mixed-race group of Samaritans.  The Samaritan’s religion mixed false 
gods and the true God.  In Jesus’ day, Samaritans and Jews were enemies and the Jews looked down on and avoided Samaritans.  
Jesus came to be the Savior of the world (page 329).  He came “to seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:10), which included all races 
(Jews and Gentiles), social classes, life backgrounds, and genders.  As people came to faith in Jesus, believers spread the Good News. 
 

6. Outcast examples in chapter 23: Samaritan woman, demon-possessed man, man with leprosy, paralyzed man, tax collector, man 
with a shriveled hand, crowds with various diseases, sicknesses and disabilities, women with evil spirits and diseases.  Participants 
can discuss neglected people today who need the Good News.  Examples:  PEOPLE DIFFERENT FROM US, LIKE the disabled, the poor, 
institutionalized, substance abusers, criminals, the uneducated, people from broken marriages and families, the jobless, etc. 
 

7. Many Jewish people and leaders had misconceptions about the nature and purpose of the Messiah.  They wanted and expected 
an earthly leader who would deliver them from social and political oppression and improve their temporal well-being.  Jesus was 
interested in spiritual welfare first and foremost; relief from earthly hardship was an added blessing.  Jesus’ Messiah mission was all 
about spiritual rescue from sin, spiritual death, and the control of the devil – he came to bring the Good News of forgiveness and 
eternal salvation.  The hostility he faced from the Jewish leaders was an indication of what had to happen in God’s plan in order for 
his one and only Son to redeem the world.  The Messiah needed to suffer and die to pay the penalty of mankind’s sin. 
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