
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of April 3, 2022 

Chapter 21: “Rebuilding the Walls” 
 

Key Events: the ministries of Ezra and Nehemiah, rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem, prophecies of Malachi 
Key Characters: Nehemiah, Malachi (see page 492 for descriptions) 

Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Ezra 7; Nehemiah 1-2, 4, 6-8; Malachi 1-4 
 

Note about Ezra and Nehemiah:  Ezra the priest traveled with a group of returning exiles from Babylon 
(Persia) to Jerusalem in 458 B.C., about 60 years after the temple was rebuilt (516).  Ezra led the Jews in an 
effort to learn and follow God’s law.  Nehemiah was Persian King Artaxerxes’ cupbearer.  In 445 B.C., 
Nehemiah received permission from the king to go to Jerusalem to inspect and rebuild the walls of the 
city.  He continued to serve as governor in Judah until 433, when he was called back to Persia.  After 
discovering that the Jews disobeyed God’s law during his absence, Nehemiah later returned to straighten 
things out and served another term as governor in Judah. 

 

1. On pages 293-294, notice all the freewill gifts and the funds from the Persian royal 
treasury dedicated to the temple in Jerusalem, particularly for sacrificial offerings.  Why 
were Artaxerxes and Ezra, by God’s direction, so intent on provisions for the temple 
rather than the people and the city? 

 

 
2. Consider what happened when the Jews under governor Nehemiah attempted to 

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem on pages 296-299.  What things in life do we strive to 
rebuild?  What can we take away from these pages? 
 

 
3. When the Book of the Law was read to the people, it was an eye-opening experience 

(pages 300-301).  What did the religious leaders do, and how did the people react? 
 

 

4. How do God’s people today react to the Good News of salvation in Jesus?  Consider 
believers new to the faith and long-time Christians. 

 
Note about Malachi:  God called the prophet Malachi into service most likely after governor Nehemiah 
returned to Persia in 433 B.C. (when the Jews disobeyed God’s law).  Malachi was the last prophet of the 
Old Testament era.  For more information about the 400-year inter-testamental period between Malachi’s 
prophecies and Jesus, please read page 307 in The Story. 

 

5. Through Malachi, God rebuked his people for their sins, yet he proclaimed his love and 
compassion. 

 Identify at least four specific sins on pages 302-303. 

 Identify at least two prophecies/predictions on page 304. 



6. In what ways is the stage set for God’s Upper Story to reach its climax? 
 
 

7. Other thoughts and comments?  Please share messages of personal comfort, hope, and 
encouragement you received from chapter 21. 

 

SCHEDULE REMINDER:  We studied chapter 22 “The Birth of the King” the weekend of December 5.  Please 
read chapter 23 “Jesus’ Ministry Begins” for next weekend, April 10. 

 

Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Thank God that his entire will and plan is revealed to us in the Bible. 

 Ask for a heart that loves and hungers after God’s Word, and wants to share it with others. 
 
Study Guide Helps   
 

1. Gifts and treasury funds were to be used to buy bulls, rams, male lambs, grain, and drink for sacrifices.  Up to 100 talents (3 ¾ 
tons) of silver, 100 cors (600 bushels) of wheat, 100 baths (600 gallons) of wine, and unlimited salt were to be drawn from the Trans-
Euphrates treasury.  The wealth and supplies were dedicated to worshipping and glorifying God.  Supplies for the people and the city 
would make their earthly lives more comfortable, but wouldn’t serve their spiritual needs.  God wanted hearts committed to him 
and his Word, and he would take care of their earthly needs (Matthew 6:33 - seek first his kingdom).  Temple worship and sacrifices 
would focus their attention and priorities on God and the promised Messiah who would be the once-for-all sacrifice for sin. 
 

2. Nehemiah and the Jews faced constant opposition during the 52-day rebuilding project.  Enemies plotted against their efforts and 
threatened to attack and kill them.  Our lives on earth involve constant rebuilding due to sin.  Sin and its consequences weaken and 
tear down marriages, families, friendships, faith in Jesus, and our service to God.  Through Christ’s work of redemption, our 
relationships to God and to one another are rebuilt day after day through repentance.  Spiritual enemies – the devil, the world 
around us, our sinful natures – plot against God’s rebuilding projects in us.  Like Nehemiah, God leads us to take spiritual action:  we 
turn to God in Word and sacrament for the Holy Spirit to build us up.  Like Nehemiah, God leads us to take physical action:  Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 

3. The Jews enjoyed R and R = Receiving the Good News of God’s love and blessings and Responding with expressions of joy, praise, 
and lives committed to God. The leaders: 1) gathered all the people together; 2) read to them from the Book of the Law; 3) praised 
God in front of the people; 4) explained the law to them (in smaller groups); 5) encouraged them to rejoice when they wept; 6) led 
them to celebrate the 8-day Feast of Tabernacles.  The people responded to God’s Word, they: 1) listened intently and took it to 
heart; 2) wept and grieved, likely out of shame for their former ignorance and disobedience, and joy in the love and greatness of 
God; 3) genuinely rejoiced and celebrated together as God’s blessed people.  Likewise, the Christian life today is all about R and R. 
 

4. Romans 15:13 states, May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  God’s people today react to the gospel in different ways, based on their religious/denominational 
background, culture/ethnicity, and life circumstances.  The Spirit motivates all Christians to respond to Jesus with joy and fruits of 
faith, but the manner in which people express their faith varies.  Participants can discuss different faith-filled responses.  Some 
Christians may be quite emotional, and others reserved.  Long-time Christians who have lived under God’s grace all of their lives may 
be reserved, but very expressive at times.  New believers may be quite enthusiastic having the peace of Christ for the first time. 
 

5. Four sins on 302-303: 1) the priests were not sacrificing the first and best; they defiled God by offering defiled sacrifices; 2) the 
people (men) were not honoring their wives in marriage; marriages and families were broken by divorce; 3) they were not good 
stewards of God’s gifts; they robbed God with their tithes and offerings; 4) they were arrogant and complained against God, 
challenging his ways.  Two prophecies on 304: 1) the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays = a reference to Jesus and 
his coming salvation; 2) I will send the prophet Elijah to you = a reference to John the Baptist who prepared people for Jesus’ coming. 
 

6. God orchestrated people and events so that now the set time had fully come, God sent his Son (Galatians 4:4).  All the Old 
Testament prophecies about the Messiah had been delivered.  The remnant of Judah (Israel), from which the Son of David would be 
born, was intact.  In these 400 years, the Jews around Jerusalem experienced internal and external social and political upheaval.  
Empires controlling Palestine changed from the Persians to the Greeks to the Romans.  Different Jewish sects developed like the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.  Even with all these changes, God’s law (his Word) survived as well as a remnant of the faithful, and the 
world of Jews and Gentiles was situated according to God’s design for Jesus to enter and fulfill the plan of salvation. 
 

7. Answers will vary.  Consider/discuss elements of chapter 21 that relate to our daily walk of faith. 
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