
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of March 27, 2022 

Chapter 20: “The Queen of Beauty and Courage” 
 

Key Events: the events of Esther and Mordecai and the plot to destroy the 
Israelites during the reign of the Persian King Xerxes 
Key Characters: Esther, Mordecai (see page 492 for descriptions) 

Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Esther 1-9 
 

Note on page 275:  King Xerxes of Persia ruled the empire from 486-465 B.C.  The events in this chapter 
took place in Susa, one of the Persian capitals in Mesopotamia, about 60 years after the first return of 
exiles to Judah in 538. 

 
1. There’s something different about the book of Esther compared to other books of the 

Bible.  What’s missing in chapter 20, and what is an explanation? 
 
 

2. After Queen Vashti was deposed, the search was on for a replacement queen.  What 
dilemma was Esther placed into when she was recruited in the search (pages 278-279)? 
 
 

3. What role did Haman’s ethnic background play in this chapter’s storyline? 
 
 

4. Haman had an unquenchable desire for vengeance.  What happens when people hold 
grudges and seek revenge? 
 

 
5. Fatalism is the belief that all events are predetermined by fate and cannot be changed 

or altered.  Consider Esther’s statement on page 282, “When this is done, I will go to the 
king, even though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish.”  Contrast fatalism with 
God’s will and purpose for the world. 
 
 

6. The plot in chapter 20 is full of twists and turns and seemingly trivial coincidences.  
What are the major themes and messages in the story of Esther and Mordecai? 

 
 

Note on pages 288-289:  The Festival of Purim is celebrated in Jewish circles to this day. The annual event 
includes fasting before the celebration, a feast, reading from the book of Esther, and great rejoicing.  
Purim is coming up on March 15-16, 2014 (starting at sunset and ending at sunset the following day). 

 



 
7. Other thoughts and comments?  Please share messages of personal comfort, hope, and 

encouragement you received from chapter 20. 
 
 
Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Thank God for his presence and guidance in every twist and turn in my life. 

 Pray for wisdom to see God’s roles for me in my life, and willingness and fortitude to follow 
him. 
 

 

 
Study Guide Helps   
 

1. The book of Esther tells events in a totally secular manner – there are no references to God, his law, prophets, worship, or prayer.  
Due to the absence of spiritual references, some have discounted its religious value.  However, the fact that all the coincidences and 
plot lines worked out amazingly for the deliverance of the Jewish race demonstrated God’s control and power in the events.  God’s 
rule over people and happenings can be assumed at every point in the story, a notion emphasized by the lack of references to him.  

 

2. Esther was helpless in the hands of the Persian king and government; she was forced to adhere to their will and whims.  She was 
pressured to maintain secrecy regarding her Jewish identity and belief in God.  Facing a possible death sentence, she had no choice 
being assigned to the king’s harem and eventually becoming his queen.  Her position forced her to compromise aspects of God’s law.  
God used her situation of compulsion to carry out his will and purpose.  In time Esther came to see the hand of God in her role. 
 

3. Evidence indicates that Haman was an Amalekite (the term “Agagite” likely refers to Agag, king of Amalek).  The Amalekites were 
historically a nation hostile to Israel going back to the exodus from Egypt (see Exodus 17).  God told Israel to destroy the Amalekites 
(see Deuteronomy 25), but they failed to do so.  Haman’s hatred for Mordecai extended to the Jewish race, and motivated him to 
conspire against them.  Likewise, Mordecai’s refusal to bow down to Haman stemmed from long-standing racial tensions, since Jews 
were willing to bow down to other government officials out of respect. 
 

4. Haman burned with hatred and the desire to eliminate Mordecai and the Jews, and that’s what can happen when someone 
doesn’t forgive and get over bitter feelings against others.  People can become obsessed with grudges and revenge, and often a 
number of sinful characteristics and feelings play along – conceit, self-centeredness, prejudice, and a lack of sound judgment.  
Vengeance becomes baggage an individual carries that can hurt and destroy relationships, not just the relationship with the target of 
revenge but also with friends and loved ones.  For Christians, grudges are spiritually destructive to our faith in Christ.  God’s love 
compels us to get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:31-32) 
 

5. Fatalism supposes that the events of life are left to chance, a blind and impersonal force that no one can control.  We are just 
swept along by happenstance and there’s no purpose or plan; things just happen.  Fatalism rejects the existence of God and the plan 
and purpose he defines in his Word.  The Bible says that our lives and circumstances are in God’s hands.  He has a universal will and 
purpose for all people – to come to faith, grow in faith, live our faith, share our faith, and die in faith.  God has a specific purpose for 
each one of us as unique creations – to use our God-given gifts, talents, and roles in life to live and share our faith.  “For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you 
will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.” (Jeremiah 29:11-12)  Esther wasn’t being fatalistic in her 
statement, “And if I perish, I perish.”  She was placing her life in God’s almighty and gracious hands to fulfill his purpose. 
 

6. Themes from the book of Esther include: 1) God’s providence – he preserved a remnant of his chosen people in order to bring the 
promised Messiah into the world; 2) God’s deliverance – he rescued his children from catastrophe; 3) God’s undeniable will – his 
plan and purpose cannot be stopped; 4) God’s sovereignty – he ruled over and controlled people and circumstances according to his 
design; 5) God’s call – he chose people like Esther and Mordecai to step up and be his instruments “for such a time as this.” (Esther 
4:14)  
 

7. Answers will vary.  Consider/discuss elements of chapter 20 that relate to our daily walk of faith. 
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