
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of November 28, 2021 

Chapter 8: “A Few Good Men . . . and Women” 
 

Key Events: the Israelites turn to false gods, God sends judges to deliver and rule 
Israel, the rule of Deborah, Gideon and Samson 
Key Characters: Deborah, Gideon and Samson (see The Story page 489 for descriptions) 

Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Judges 2-4, 6-8, 13-16 
 
 

1. “ . . . another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for 
Israel.” (page 103)  A generational fallout such as this doesn’t happen overnight.  How 
did this happen? 

 
 

2. Describe the nature and the allure of the Baal and Asherah idolatry.  What modern-day 
idols compare to these Canaanite gods? 
 
 

3. Consider the judges God called to deliver Israel during this period.  What was special 
about them? 

 
 

4. On page 108, Gideon asks God, “Pardon me, my lord, but if the Lord is with us, why has 
all this happened to us?”  What point did Gideon make with his question?  Suggest other 
ways this sentence may be worded to reflect the reality of the situation. 

 
 
NOTE page 110:  Gideon’s force of 300 men faced a Midianite army that numbered 135,000 soldiers. (Judges 
8:10) 

 
 

5. Samson disregarded God in a variety of ways, yet he is described as a man of faith. 
(Hebrews 11:32-34)  What can we learn about ourselves and our God from the events in 
Samson’s life? 
 
 

6. Define the term spiritual compromise.  Why is spiritual compromise dangerous and how 
do we avoid it? 
 

 



7. Upper Story = God is present and working in the world to bring about the salvation of 
souls.  Lower Story = God is present and working in my life every day to strengthen my 
faith in his plan and promises.  Please share messages of personal comfort, hope, and 
encouragement you received from chapter 8. 

 
Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Confess my tendencies to disregard God and go my own way. 

 Thank God for rescuing me from sin, death and the devil through the Deliverer Jesus. 

 Ask God for strength to commit my life to him and his Word. 
 
Study Guide Helps 
 

1. A combination of factors was involved in the Israelites falling away from God, and this happened over a period of time.  First and 
foremost, they lost touch with the Word of God.  Without connection to God’s commands and promises, their faith withered and 
died.  That made them susceptible to the ways of the world, and the idolatry that was prevalent and surrounded them.  They never 
eradicated the Canaanites and the idolatry as God commanded, and it turned out to be a spiritual stumbling block.  Once an Israelite 
generation fell away from the Lord, following generations would be detached from God and attached to idolatry. 
 

2. Baal (meaning “lord, master”) and Asherah (also Ashtoreth) were the principal gods of the Canaanite nations.  Baal was the male 
god and Asherah the female goddess.  [The Asherah deity extended to other cultures in history, such as the Greeks (Aphrodite) and 
the Romans (Venus).]  Baal and Asherah were associated with fertility.  Baal was also credited with giving rain for the soil, and 
Asherah was also a goddess of war.  Baal worship involved temple prostitution and sometimes even human/child sacrifice.  Sexual 
immorality and intermarriage with Canaanites were stumbling blocks for the Israelites.  The primary modern-day idolatry that 
compares would be the various forms of sexual immorality that runs rampant in our world.  Today’s idols include pre and extra-
marital sex, homosexuality, bisexuality, pornography, pedophilia, filthy/sexual language and jokes, permissive attitudes, etc. 
 

3. From a human standpoint, there was nothing that special about the judges – God often raises up the lowly and unlikely.  There 
were 13 judges in all, representing different tribes of Israel.  Chapter 8 highlights 3 judges: Deborah, Gideon and Samson.  What 
makes the judges remarkable is God’s call to each of them to deliver and rule, and God’s power and wisdom working through them 
yielding success.  (Discussion can focus on the unique qualities and circumstances of Deborah, Gideon and Samson.) 
 

4. Gideon’s question seems to imply God caused Israel’s suffering,  “God if you really love us, why are these bad things happening?” 
or “If you are really God, why do you allow pain and suffering in the world?”  This is a common question people ask, but it fails to 
recognize trouble in the world from the standpoint of sin and its consequences.  The Israelites brought calamity on themselves 
through their faithlessness and idolatry; they broke God’s covenant.  Suffering was and is a call to repentance, and a tool for drawing 
us closer to God and his Word.  Other possible wordings: “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30); “God have mercy on me a 
sinner.” (Luke 18:13); “Come quickly, LORD, to help me.” (Psalm 40:13) 
 

NOTE on page 110: practically speaking, it would be virtually impossible for 300 to slay 135,000.  God’s ingenious plan played on 
human fear and panic and resulted in enemy soldiers slaying each other. 
 

5. About ourselves: Christians are sinners/saints – we struggle with a sinful nature (old self) yet we have faith and the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts (new self); in spite of our best efforts, we sin and fall short of the glory of God; like Samson, our pride and arrogance get 
the best of us and we rely on ourselves instead of God; we fall prey to the world’s wisdom and pleasures and disregard God’s 
commands.  About God:  in spite of our rebellion, God loves us and washes away our sins in Jesus; like the prodigal son, God rejoices 
when we repent and turn back to him; God stays faithful and true to his promises even when we are unfaithful and disloyal; God 
doesn’t will us to sin, but he can use sin and its consequences to carry out his plan and purpose. 
 

6. Compromise involves moving away from a conviction that we once held.  Spiritual compromise typically refers to Christians 
moving away from God’s values and instructions (God’s Word) in order to fit in or avoid conflict.  God tells us to put him first (1st 
Commandment), and spiritual compromise puts God second.  Dangers: spiritual compromise weakens our relationship with God, 
makes us lose our moral compass, is a slippery slope leading farther away from God and further into sin, and jeopardizes what’s 
most precious – our faith, our salvation, our relationship with God and people.  How to avoid:  continually communicate with God – 
be fed by God’s Word and talk to him in prayer; identify our weaknesses and avoid situations that feed these weaknesses; submit to 
God through Christ – repent of our sin, trust in God’s mercy, and ask God for help in our struggles and for strength to overcome. 
 

7. Answers will vary.  Consider/discuss elements of chapter 8 that relate to our daily walk of faith. 
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