
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of October 31, 2021 

Chapter 4: “Deliverance” 
 

Key Events: the birth of Moses, God calls Moses, the plagues, the exodus, God  
provides for the Israelites traveling in the desert 

Key Character: Moses (see The Story page 488 for character descriptions) 

Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Exodus 1-7, 10-17 
 
NOTE:  The time between the death of Joseph and the rise of a new king was over 200 years.  Moses was 40 
years old when he fled Egypt (page 44), and he was 80 at the time of the exodus (pages 52-53). 

 
1. God prepared Moses for a unique role through formal and experiential training 

methods.  Describe how God prepares us for service through formal training and life 
experiences. 
 
 

2. What is the significance of this repeated phrase: “the Lord, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob?”  How is this phrase relevant to 
each of us and our lower stories? 
 
 

3. Analyze Moses’ response to God’s call to lead the Israelites out of Egypt on pages 46-47.  
How do we respond when called to action and service? 
 

 
4. The Israelites struggled in slavery for a long time, and Pharaoh became more stubborn 

and ruthless in his treatment of them.  What benefits would result due to God’s timing 
for their deliverance? 
 
 

5. Read the Lord’s Passover instructions on page 51.  Identify the parallels between the 
Passover and Jesus’ death on the cross. 
 
 

6. God’s presence and power were evident in the plagues and in the pillars of cloud and 
fire.  How would you explain the reaction of the Israelites when Pharaoh’s army 
overtook them? (last full paragraph on page 53)  What about our reactions in times of 
crisis? 
 



7. In chapter 2, God tested Abraham to build up his faith and trust in God’s promises.  At 
the end of chapter 4, the Israelites tested the Lord.  What does it mean to test God?  
Share examples. 
  

 
8. Upper Story = God is present and working in the world to bring about the salvation of 

souls.  Lower Story = God is present and working in my life every day to strengthen my 
faith in his plan and promises.  Please share messages of personal comfort, hope, and 
encouragement you received from chapter 4. 

 
Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Confess my doubts and fears when called to serve; ask for courage and trust in the Lord. 

 Thank God that he uses ordinary and even broken people like me to fulfill his purpose. 
 
Study Guide Helps 
 

1. Moses received a top-notch formal education growing up in Pharaoh’s court.  He learned lessons from experiences like his flight 
from Egypt and spending 40 years as a shepherd in Midian.  We receive formal training for vocations and ministry through schooling, 
seminars, Bible study, books, etc.  Life experiences provide lessons that formal training can’t.  A lot of service is personal ministry 
involving one-on-one contact with others.  When we have experiences like the loss of loved ones, health concerns, crisis at work, 
marriage and family challenges, God builds us up in his Word, teaches us to cope, and we become equipped to help/serve others. 
 

2. The references to the Israelite founding fathers emphasize God’s control over events and his design to carry out his Upper Story 
plan to send a Savior into the world.  God is calling Moses to fulfill a vital role in the plan.  (Moses was a Levite and was not in the 
bloodline of the promised Savior.)  Likewise, we are God’s instruments to spread the Upper Story gospel in our Lower Story lives.  
Each of us fulfills God’s unique role and purpose that he designed for us. 
 

3. Humanly speaking, it’s very understandable that Moses was afraid and felt totally unqualified.  He also had assumed a quiet and 
comfortable lifestyle in Midian, and God’s call would shake up his existence.  God did not take no for an answer and he was with 
Moses every step of the way.  Human doubts and fear creep into opportunities that God presents in our lives, and it’s easy to make 
excuses to not get involved and serve.  In faith, Christ’s love compels us to turn to God in prayer, trusting in his power and guidance.  
It’s really not about us and our abilities or lack thereof, it’s about God working in and through us. (see 1 Cor. 12:4-11) 
 

4. Benefits include: the extended series of events allowed God to demonstrate his Almighty power and his amazing love and mercy; 
the series of events made it ultra-clear that God rescued them, not people and circumstances; the Israelites learned to trust and rely 
on God; their long-suffering made them stronger – physically, emotionally, and spiritually (important for the road ahead); their 
suffering also bonded them together as a nation and people under God; it’s possible some Egyptians may have come to faith. 
 

5. Parallels: both required lambs without defect – the animal and Jesus the Lamb of God; both required the shedding of blood to 
redeem/deliver people from death; both involved a sacrificial death offered as a substitute, one life laid down for others; both were 
outpourings of God’s grace to sinful, undeserving people; both involve faith in God’s promises of life and salvation; the Lord’s Supper 
was instituted during Jesus’ and his disciples’ celebration of the Passover the night Jesus was betrayed. 
 

6. The Israelites faced seemingly impending destruction, and they reacted instinctually, emotionally and sinfully as humans often do.  
In spite of witnessing God’s hand in the past and knowing his promises, we get caught up in the moment during crisis situations and 
may not display God-pleasing virtues and confidence in the Lord.  Thank God he washes away our sins in Jesus.  As the crisis passes, 
the child of God can reflect on and learn from the situation, confess sins and receive comfort from the Lord – God blesses us in crisis! 
 

7. The term “test” may be used in different ways.  Sinful testing of God is basically rebellion = we doubt and reject him and his Word, 
and turn away from him to follow another god and path (as the Israelites did).  Taking God’s grace for granted (using God’s love and 
forgiveness as a license to sin) is another form of sinful testing. If “test God” means taking him at his Word and relying on his 
promises, that is God-pleasing.  God tested Abraham, and in faith Abraham tested God since he was going to sacrifice Isaac. 
‘ 

8. Answers will vary.  Consider/discuss elements of chapter 4 that relate to our daily walk of faith. 
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