
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of October 24, 2021 

Chapter 3: “Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh” 
 

Key Events: Joseph sold into slavery, Joseph’s rise to power, the brothers’ trips to  
Egypt, Joseph reunites with his family 

Key Character: Joseph (see The Story page 488 for character descriptions) 

Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Genesis 37, 39, 41-48, 50 
 
 

1. How difficult was it for Joseph to overcome the temptations of Potiphar’s wife? (page 
31)  Discuss God’s promises and our response to temptations based on 1 Corinthians 
10:12-13:  12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!  13 No 
temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; 
he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he 
will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 
 
 

2. Out of love and trust in God, Joseph conducted himself with integrity during his time in 
Potiphar’s house and in prison, and God blessed him.  What challenges and blessings do 
we face by conducting ourselves with integrity in the workplace, in school, and in the 
world?  Consider and share personal experiences. 
 
 

3. Joseph openly credited God for his abilities and successes.  Consider our tendencies. 
 

 Do we give credit where credit is due? 

 Do we blame others or even God for difficult circumstances and failures? 
 

What opportunities do we have in the way we posture ourselves to others? 
 

 
4. What were Joseph’s intentions in the way he dealt with his brothers when they came to 

Egypt to buy food? (pages 34-39)  How might rebuking and correcting others in a God-
pleasing manner be a difficult thing to do? 
 
 

5. Analyze Joseph’s statements on page 39 when he revealed his identity to his brothers.  
What can we learn from Joseph and his response to circumstances in life?  Discuss how 
God acts as our Father in dealing with us his children. 
 



6. Describe the consequences Jacob’s family suffered as a result of envy, dishonesty, 
hostility, and sinful decisions.  What kept this family together over all these years?  
What keeps our families together? 

 
 

NOTE:  The family line of the Savior would be carried through Judah, Jacob’s 4th son born of his wife Leah. 

 
7. Upper Story = God is present and working in the world to bring about the salvation of 

souls.  Lower Story = God is present and working in my life every day to strengthen my 
faith in his plan and promises.  Please share messages of personal comfort, hope, and 
encouragement you received from chapter 3. 

 
Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Pray for families, that parents and children are united with Christ and with each other. 

 Pray for comfort in trying circumstances, and for patience to endure them. 

 Thank God for hardships that have drawn me closer to him and molded my character. 
 
Study Guide Helps 
 

1. Joseph faced real temptation with ramifications to his spiritual and physical well-being.  In addition to the daily sexual advances, 
she manipulated Joseph with her power as the master’s wife and Joseph’s vulnerability as a slave.  Refusing her would place him and 
his position in jeopardy.  In 1 Corinthians, we are warned about the dangers of spiritual complacency and self-trust to ward off 
Satan’s attacks.  God promises to give Christians the strength to overcome enticements to sin, and he provides a way out.  God 
remains faithful by giving us spiritual armor (his Word, faith in Jesus), and calls us to be alert, rely on him, and stand firm in faith. 
 

2. In today’s world, workplace, and schools, we are surrounded by false beliefs and a sinful world-view with immoral and unethical 
values and lifestyles.  Challenges:  temptations to follow the sinful ways of others; the pressures of nonconformity among peers 
when we hold to God-pleasing values and practices.  Blessings: opportunities to love and give glory to God by obeying him; 
witnessing our Christian faith to others – a Christian can stand out and stand up for Jesus. (Participants can share their experiences.) 
 

3. How do we posture/present ourselves to others?  Sinful tendencies:  boasting of my skills, abilities, and successes; taking credit for 
the work of others; hiding my shortcomings and failings; blaming others when things go wrong.  God-pleasing tendencies: carrying 
ourselves with humility and gratitude for our abilities and blessings; openly giving glory to God; supporting and crediting others for 
their efforts.  We can witness our Savior in the way we display ourselves to others.  (Participants can share their experiences.) 
 

4. Although it may appear that Joseph was treating his brothers harshly and vengefully, he was trying to gain a sense of their 
character, and he wanted them to confront their sin and guilt and come to repentance.  Joseph also wanted to restore their family 
relationship.  The purpose for pointing out the sin of others is to lead the person to repentance before God, and restore the person’s 
relationship with the Savior.  Challenges include: getting drawn into and indulging in the sin; using a gentle, respectful, and caring 
approach; using law and gospel properly; the person may take offense and may reject us and our overtures (see Galatians 6:1-4). 
 

5. Read Joseph’s words on page 39.  He is professing his trust in God and his (gospel) promises, and in God’s plan for him and his 
family.  He was confident that “God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 
(Romans 8:28)  God is our loving, all-powerful, all-knowing Father who seeks only good for his children – that we receive the gift of 
eternal life.  In the trials and troubles of life, we may lose sight of God’s will and plan for us.  God uses the hardships to draw us 
closer to him and his Word, and to build us up. (see Hebrews 12:1-13 “God Disciplines His Children”) 
 

6. Jacob’s family suffered consequences for sins: guilt and shame; physical and relational separation; emotional pain and sorrow; 
many missed opportunities to live and function as a loving family.  God kept Jacob’s family together and keeps Christian families 
together.  To the extent that family members stay connected to Jesus, grow in God’s Word, and trust in the Lord, their faith in God 
keeps families together. Joseph forgave his brothers–forgiveness in Christ, forgiving others, and forgiving self is essential for families. 
‘ 

7. Answers will vary.  Consider/discuss elements of chapter 3 that relate to our daily walk of faith. 
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