
 

The Story Adult Study Guide 
For the Week of October 17, 2021 

Chapter 2: “God Builds a Nation” 
 

Key Events: God calls Abram, the birth of Isaac, Abraham offers Isaac, Jacob steals  
Esau’s birthright, Jacob wrestles with God 

Key Characters: Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Leah, Rachel (see The Story  

       page 488 for character descriptions) 

Bible Reference for this Chapter:  Genesis 12-13, 15-17, 21-22, 32-33, 35;  
                                                             Romans 4; Hebrews 11 

 
 

1. Chapter 2 includes five excerpts from the New Testament epistles of Hebrews and 
Romans.  Find and read these excerpts.  How do these passages add to the Genesis 
account about Abraham? 
 
 

2. Analyze God’s promise to Abram on page 13 and repeated throughout the chapter.  
What do these promise statements mean? 
 
 

3. God tested Abraham’s faith when he told him to sacrifice his son Isaac (pages 19-20).  
How did God bless Abraham through this test, and how does God bless us with tests of 
faith? 

 
 

4. Identify situations in this chapter when people tried to take control of God’s plan and 
their actions resulted in sin and trouble.  How do these situations demonstrate God’s 
amazing patience and mercy? 

 
 

5. God used people like Abraham, Sarah, and Jacob to accomplish his plan and purpose.  
Explain how these people were both flawed and faithful.  In what ways are we very 
much like them? 
 
 

6. Consider the relationships in the family of Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Esau (pages 21-
24).  What life lessons can be gleaned from this family’s experiences? 

 
 



7. Jacob wrestled with God (pages 23-24).  How do we wrestle with God in our lives? 
 
 

8. Upper Story = God is present and working in the world to bring about the salvation of 
souls.  Lower Story = God is present and working in my life every day to strengthen my 
faith in his plan and promises.  Please share messages of personal comfort, hope, and 
encouragement you received from chapter 2. 

 
 
Prayer Suggestions 
 

 Pray for wisdom to see God’s plan in my life and for the will to follow God’s Word. 

 Pray for patience and endurance in life’s difficulties and hardships. 

 Thank God for treating me with amazing patience and mercy. 
 
 
Study Guide Helps 
 

1. Find and read the 5 excerpts:  Hebrews 11:8 = top of page 14; Hebrews 11:9-10 = bottom of page 14; Romans 4:18-22 = bottom of 
page 15 to the top of 16; Hebrews 11:11-12 = top of page 18; Hebrews 11:17-19 = middle of page 20.  These readings emphasize 
Abraham’s faith to trust and follow God in extraordinary circumstances.  The Holy Spirit created and sustained a faith in Abraham to 
have “confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1).  The Romans passage also 
describes that Abraham’s faith in God’s promises was “credited to him as righteousness;” God forgave Abraham’s flaws and sins. 
 

2. Page 13: I will make you into a great nation = Abram would be the ancestor of a large nation, Israel; I will bless you = God would 
prosper Abram and his offspring physically and spiritually; I will make your name great = Abram would be historically famous; you 
will be a blessing and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you = the Savior of the world would be born of Abram’s 
descendents.  Page 14: Look around . . . All the land you see I will give to you and your offspring = Abram would settle in the land of 
Canaan during his lifetime, and God would give the future Israelite nation this land to settle in. 
 

3.  Abraham was tested by the challenge to trust in God and his promises in spite of circumstances that were humanly confusing and 
incomprehensible.  Through spiritual tests, God intends to bless his children by drawing us closer to him, steering us to focus on his 
Word, and by leading us to rely on God’s promises.  God tests us in order to strengthen our faith and renew our commitment to him. 
 

4. Situations include: Sarai’s and Abram’s scheme to use Hagar as a surrogate mother in order to obtain the promised son; Rebekah’s 
and Jacob’s scheme to trick Isaac and steal Esau’s birthright.  In spite of their lack of trust in God and sinful scheming, God loved, 
forgave, and blessed them and allowed them to be part of his plan to bring the Savior into the world through their family line. 
 

5. In addition to the sinful scheming described in question #4, all these people were sinfully flawed.  Abram doubted God and 
questioned his plan (page 15).  Sarah laughed in disbelief when she heard she would give birth (Genesis 18:12, this episode is not 
included in chapter 2).  The chapter describes sin such as polygamy, hostility, jealousy, and biased favoritism.  However, these 
people were children of God with Spirit-filled faith in his promises.  The chapter describes numerous examples of faithfulness and 
hope in the Lord in trying circumstances.  We are also sinners/saints; we have sinful flaws forgiven by God, and we are empowered 
by the Holy Spirit to live for Jesus with acts of faith. 
 

6. Isaac and Rebekah played favorites with their 2 sons, which created an environment of jealousy, hatred, dishonesty and scheming 
among family members.  Their family would suffer the consequences with dysfunction, resentment, separation, and heartache.  On 
the positive side, we see the blessings and healing power of forgiveness (Esau forgave Jacob after a long period of separation). 
‘ 

7. One way that people, even Christians, wrestle with God is through a battle of wills – God’s will vs. my will.  I see things from my 
limited perspective, which tempts me to be selfish and egotistical, to disregard God’s way, and to go my own way.  I want things my 
way right away, and it can be a struggle to follow God’s will and purpose on a daily basis – thank God for his patience, forgiveness, 
and guidance with my stubbornness.  Christians also wrestle with God in their prayer life. 
 

8.  Answers will vary.  Consider/discuss elements of chapter 2 that relate to our daily walk of faith. 
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