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20th ANNUAL GREAT LAKES CONFERRENCE 

Annual Meeting Held Via Zoom Conferencing Platform 

Saturday, October 3, 2020 

10:00 AM 

 

The 20th Annual Great Lakes Conference opened with a time of worship led by members of Celina First 

Church of God. They led in the song, Oh How He Loves Us.  Director Earl Mills then greeted the 

delegates of the Conference and previewed many of the elements of Conference that the delegates would 

experience. He then introduced Pastor Kirk Schneemann who provided the keynote address. Highlights 

from the address included: 

• Nobody in 2019 could have imagined a year ago what 2020 would like. 

• Are you fearful or hopeful for the future? 

• We do not need to fear the future.  The only thing we are to fear is God – to have reverence for 

God. 

• Pastor Schneemann quoted from Revelation 21:1-5. God is with us. 

• Hope is vital. We cannot change the past, but we can co-create the future with God. 

• The same God that worked through John Winebrenner is with us today. 

• God’s character does not change, but He is always doing new things. 

• He then quoted Hebrews 12:1-3 and the encouraged the Conference to step out in faith. 

• God is not taking a nap.  

• The Church needs to be the Church. 

• The Church needs to love well. 

• He then introduced the book, Church Unique, by Bill Mancini 

• The Church needs to “Go for it.” 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE 

President Tim Eding called the 20th Annual Great Lakes Conference to order and welcomed the delegates 

to conference. An accounting of delegates present included: 

 Pastoral Delegates  46 

 Lay Delegates  40 

 Guests   12 

 

Recognition of Overflow as Member Church of the Great Lakes Conference 

The first action item for the Conference was the recognition of Overflow Ministries as a member church 

of the Great Lakes Conference.  

 

IT WAS VOTED (Dave Green/Terry Steinhauer) that Overflow Ministries, of Tiffin, Ohio be 

received into the Great Lakes Conference as a member church and that it be listed on the  

official role of churches and that it have the right of official delegate representation at this 

conference." ADOPTED. 

  

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The ballot prepared by the Nominating Committee was presented to the delegates. As the business of the 

Conference was conducted in an online format, delegates were asked to complete the entire ballot 

including the election of Conference leadership and approval of the reports of the various commissions. 

President Tim Eding encouraged delegates to have their ballots turned in by 12:00 Noon.  (See ballot 

results 
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REVIEW OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 

Pastor David Welker, secretary of the Executive Board of the Great Lakes Conference presented the 

minutes of the Executive Board and provided a summary statement of the work of the Board. Delegates 

were reminded to mark their ballots for the approval of the minutes. 

 

REVIEW OF THE FINANCES OF THE CONFERENCE AND BUDGET PRESENTATION 

Tom Weaver, GLC Financial Controller, presented the financial report of the Great Lakes Conference that 

included a summary of the income and expenses for 2019. He also highlighted some relevant information 

concerning 2020 finances.  He made note that churches are encouraged to send all contributions that are 

intended for the General Conference or Winebrenner Theological Seminary on to those institutions rather 

than sending them to the Great Lakes Conference for passthrough.  

 

PRESENTATION OF THE 2021 BUDGET FOR THE GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE 

Following the summary of the Conference finances, Tom Weaver went on to present the proposed 2021 

Budget for the Great Lakes Conference. As part of this presentation, Mr. Weaver remarked that the 2021 

Budget is like the 2020 budget. The budget results in the expectation of approximately $18,000 of net 

revenue for 2021. 

 

REPORT OF THE NEW CHURCHES COMMISSION 

Pastor Paul Rutledge was unable to attend so Director Earl Mills provided the report of the New Churches 

Commission. This included the news of the Overflow Church that was accepted into the Great Lakes 

Conference. 

 

REPORT OF THECHURCH LIFE COMMISSION 

Pastor Arnie Kaufman presented the report of the Church Life Commission. He remarked that the work 

with Fresh Expressions has been put on the “back-burner” considering the current pandemic. The 

commission plans to resume that work in the future.  

 

REPORT OF THE MISSIONS COMMISSION 

Pastor Mark Wakeland presented the report of the Missions Commission. He reported that he was 

difficult to meet much of this past year due to the pandemic. He went on to share that the Commission is 

focused on all the mission fields for the Conference. He shared that $18,000.00 was sent on to the General 

Conference for the COVID relief fund.  

 

REPORT OF THE PASTORAL LEADERSHIP COMMISSION 

Pastor David Odegard presented the report of the Pastoral Leadership Commission. He began by 

reflecting on the licensing of five inmates at the Marion Correctional Facility and the tremendous impact 

those five are having. He then presented a list of pastors receiving an annual license and those approved 

for ordination.  

Approved for licensure: Irene Blue, Lathora Boyd, Jr., John Boyle, Jr., Gerald Brown, Mary 

Kate Browning, Martin Carmichael, Carl Chatmon, James Davison, John Hagerman, Toriano 

Henry, Ken Hillman, Dewey Lee, Donato Lombardozzi, Tammi Lucas, Melanie Martin, Lou Ann 

Miller, Loreene Pettaway, Jim Ridge, William Saunders, Clarence Smith, David Whitlow, and 

Joseph Wilkes. 

 

Approved for ordination: Ken Thomas, Kimberly Reese, Marc Phillips, Charles Hall, and Jason 

Boroff 

 

 



3 

 

 

REPORT OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE 

Bill Reist presented the report of The Foundation for the Great Lakes Conference. As part of his report he 

provided a schedule for churches to follow who will be seeking grants in the coming year. Currently there 

is about $8.5 million dollars under management. Mr. Reist also shared that private donations to the 

Foundation continue to be received. These gifts help the Foundation increase in giving to support 

ministry.  

 

Preliminary grants applications are due by January 25th, 2021. Concluding the report, Mr. Reist shared 

that an audit of The Foundation is available as well as news about the update of The Foundation’s 

website. Following a video was shared to illustrate how grants can be used to fund new ministries around 

the Conference.   

 

LUNCH BREAK 

Near 12:00 Noon, the Conference observed a one-hour break for lunch. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSON 

As the delegates returned from a break for lunch, the second of three videos from The Foundation was 

presented. The video highlighted Vanlue Community Church’s grant request that coordinated ministry 

with the Wildcat Café in Vanlue, Ohio.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF VOTING RESULTS: 

After welcoming delegates back from their lunch break. President Tim Eding announced the results. Julie 

Medford won the election. The complete ballot results are were as follows: 

1. Approval of 2021 Budget – Adopted 

2. Approval of all minutes – Adopted 

3. Approval of Pastoral Licenses – Adopted 

4. Approval of Pastoral Ordination recommendations – Adopted 

5. Election of Executive Board Secretary – David Welker voted to position 

6. Election of Member at Large for Executive – Julie Medford voted to position 

 

LEADERSHIP TASK FORCE: 

Director Earl Mills began the presentation on the Leadership Task Force by recounting a situation when 

there was an opportunity for ministry to take place, but no person was available to take up the ministry. 

This situation served as the impetus for the formation of the Leadership Task Force and the subsequent 

formation of the Leadership Fellowship Initiative. He then introduced a series of videos that illustrated the 

work of the Leadership Fellowship Initiative.  

 

Pastor David Odegard then came forward to give a summary of the current work of the Initiative. 

Currently, there are three churches that are serving as teaching churches. He then encouraged other church 

to consider becoming teaching churches. 

 

Video Presentation – Another video was presented to illustrate the work of the Leadership Fellowship 

Initiative. This video focused on the work of the Seville church.  

 

President Brent Sleasman from Winebrenner Theological Seminary then came forward to talk about how 

what role the Seminary plays in working with the Great Lakes Conference. 

 

Another video was presented to illustrate the value of churches sponsoring interns. 
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Director Earl Mills concluded the presentation on the Leadership Task Force with information on how 

other churches can get involved. He then instructed the delegates to gather in breakout rooms to further 

discuss this issue.  

 

REPORT OF GREAT LAKES YOUTH AND FAMILY CAMP 

The delegates viewed a recorded video presentation to preview next year’s camping experience at the 

Great Lakes Youth and Family Camp. 

 

REPORT OF CAMP OTYOKWAH 

Monty Harlan, Director of Camp Otyokwah, shared the report of Camp Otyokwah. He began his report by 

sharing some of the difficulties that Camp has faced in 2020. He then went on to share what the camp is 

doing to gear up for 2021.  

 

REPORT OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD, GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Ben Tobias, Director of Global Reach, and Lance Finley, Executive Director of the Churches of God, 

General Conference, presented the report of the General Conference of the Churches of God. Ben Tobias 

focused much of his report on the global reach efforts of the denomination. Lance Finley focused much of 

his presentation on leadership opportunities that will be available in the coming months. 

 

MEMORIAL LIST 

Pastor David Green presented the memorial list of those from the Great Lakes Conference who passed on 

in the last year.  Following the reading of the list of names, Director Earl Mills offered prayer. 

 

CONFERENCE REVIEW 

Earl Mills provided a summary of the developments of the day’s session as well as a preview of an 

upcoming youth event to be held in January 2020. He also reminded the delegates that October is Pastor 

Appreciation month. He then offered thanks to those who helped make the Conference sessions possible.  

 

VIDEO PRESENTATION 

A third video was presented to the delegates to illustrate how churches can utilize grants from The 

Foundation to do ministry in their communities.  

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

President Tim Eding thanked Earl Mills for his work in putting the Conference sessions together and then 

closed the session with prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Pastor David Welker 

Transcribing Clerk 


