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19th ANNUAL GREAT LAKES CONFERRENCE 

Winebrenner Theological Seminary 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 

9:00 AM 

 

The 19th Annual Great Lakes Conference opened with a time of worship led by the Campus Ministries 

Worship Team. Following a time of singing and prayer, Dr. Earl Mills came forward to introduce Verlon 

Fosner who brought the morning message for the Great Lakes Conference. Some of the major points of 

Mr. Fosner’s presentation were: 

• Christianity is the greatest rescue project in the history of the world.  

• The Gospel portrays a God in search of people 

• Only 15% of American churches are growing. 

• Less than 1% are growing from reaching lost people. 

• We have lost the historic idea of “sentness”. 

• Jesus himself said he was “sent” 

• Quoted Martin Luther “There are two conversions in the Christian faith: the first is to be called out 

of the world into the family of God, and the second is to be sent back into the world with the 

gospel in your hands.” 

• The church’s very nature is missionary. When we take away “sentness” the church begins to die. 

• Mission is confusing until you know who you are sent to. 

• The Lord is our Savior and our Sender. 

• “Here we are, send us.” This is the prayer of the fully-formed Church. 
 

Call to Order and Organization of the Conference 

President Tim Eding called the meeting to order, welcoming the delegates and guests of the Great Lakes 

Conference to the 19th Annual Great Lakes Conference in Session.   
 

[Delegate Count –  

     Virtue of Office – 9 

     Lay Delegates – 55 

     Pastoral Delegates – 54 (Ross Wiley – non delegate at beginning of Conference)] 
 

Recognition of New Pastors 

New pastors to the conference were introduced: Dean Calvin (Connections), Ken Hillman (Tekonsha), 

Dewey Lee (The Catalyst), Lynn Lemmon (Union Chapel) Marc Phillips – unable to attend (Sugar Ridge 

and Olive Branch), Mary Vergiels (unassigned) and Ross Wiley (Wharton) 
 

Recognition of Former Director 

President Eding recognized Pastor David Green, former Director of the Great Lakes Conference 
 

Recognition of Dick Wilkin 

President Eding introduced Pam Jenkins from the College First Church of God who updated the 

Conference on the health of Dick Wilkin and also shared a message of encouragement to the Conference. 

President Eding then offered prayer. 
 

Report of the Nominating Committee and the Election of Officers 

Pastor Terry Steinhauer presented the report of the Nominating Committee and introduced the members 

of the committee.  The ballots were presented to the delegates which included an election for the President 

(nomination – Tim Eding) and two members to the Executive Board (nominations – Sean Martin and 
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Sandy Stephenson). Pastor Steinhauer provided a summary of the nominations.  Additional nominations 

were requested. 
 

 IT WAS VOTED that nominees for President be closed. ADOPTED. 
 

IT WAS VOTED that nominations for the At Large members of the Executive Board be closed. 

ADOPTED. 
 

The delegates were instructed to mark their ballots. 
 

Approval of the Minutes of the Executive Board 

The Minutes of the Executive Board, including all commissions, were presented to the Conference by 

Secretary David Welker.  
 

 IT WAS VOTED to approve the minutes as presented. ADOPTED. 
 

Presentation of the Financial Report 

Tom Weaver, GLC Financial Controller, reviewed the conference financial reports.   Mr. Weaver 

provided an excellent review. He especially made mention of the financial health of Camp Otyokwah 

which experience healthy income growth in the previous year. Mr. Weaver also reminded the Conference 

that it would be helpful that all checks to Camp Otyokwah be made out by writing “Camp Otyokwah, 

GLC or Camp Otyokwah, Great Lakes Conference. 
 

 IT WAS VOTED to approve the Financial Report. ADOPTED 
 

Presentation of the 2020 Budget for the Great Lakes Conference 

Mr. Weaver introduced the Budget Committee and presented the 2020 budget with an estimated Fair 

Share income of $321,463.  This reflects a deficit of $6,905. 
 

IT WAS VOTED to approve the proposed budget as presented.  ADOPTED. 
 

Commission on New Churches Report 

Pastor Paul Rutledge presented the report of the Commission on New Churches. He shared that they 

assisted the Overflow church near Tiffin, Ohio. Currently they are working on raising up future leaders 

and church planters and do all they can to help people follow the call of God.  He went on to encourage 

the delegates to pray for God to raise up leaders and church planters 
 

Commission on Church Life 

Pastor Arnie Kaufman presented the report of the Commission on Church Life. He introduced the 

members of the Commission. He then went on to talk about some of the work that will be done in the 

future including the work with Fresh Expressions.   
 

Missions Commission 

Pastor Mark Wakeland presented the report for the Missions Commission. He began be introducing the 

members of the Commission and mentioned that Pastor Lloyd Harlan has asked to step down from service 

on the Commission.  He will be replaced in the upcoming year. Pastor Wakeland shared that the 

Commission has received grants from The Foundation that will result in continued cross-cultural work. 

He concluded his report by encouraging every local church to have a “mission team”. 
 

IT WAS VOTED to receive the reports of the New Churches, Church Life and Missions 

Commissions. ADOPTED. 
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Pastoral Leadership Commission: 

Pastor Dave Odegard presented the report of the Pastoral Leadership Commission. He began his report by 

recognizing and honoring Pastor Royal Kear for his 75 years of ministry. After sharing a listing of Pastor 

Kear’s many stations of service, Pastor Odegard presented Pastor Kear with a gift.  
 

Following, Pastor Kevin King recognized and honored Pastor Arnie Kaufman for his 25 years of ministry. 

  

Keith Snyder was also recognized for 60 years of service and Gordon Avey was recognized for 25 years 

of service.  
 

Break Out Sessions 

The delegates were dismissed to attend one the seven prepared breakout sessions: 
 

(Following the breakout sessions, the delegates were served lunch.) 
 

19th ANNUAL GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE 

Saturday Afternoon, 1:15 p.m. 
 

Afternoon Worship  

Delegates to the annual Great Lakes Conference were again led in singing by the Campus Ministries 

Worship Team from the University of Findlay. After singing three songs, Pastor Bob Fall delivered the 

afternoon message.  He spoke from the book of Philippians and then from others verses of Scripture.   
 

Election Results 

The following results of the morning elections were announced.   
 

President – Pastor Tim Eding 

Executive Board Member At Large – Sean Martin 

Executive Board Member At Large – Sandy Stephenson 
 

Presentation of Annual License and Confirmation of Ordination 

Pastor David Odegard returned to the platform to introduce those ministers receiving an Annual License. 

Those receiving that license were: Gwen Armour, Irene Blue, Jason Boroff, Lathora Boyd, Jr, Gerald 

Brown, Dean Calvin, Martin Carmichael, James Davison, Devin Dillinger, Darwin Dunten, Robert Fall, 

Eric Ferguson, Ralph Green, Charles Hall, John Hagerman, Ken Hillman, Dewey Lee, Lynn Lemmon, 

Melanie Martin, Mike Martin, LouAnn Miller, Loreene Pettaway, Marc Phillips, Kimberly Reese, Jim 

Ridge, Eric Rocker, William Saunders, Wayne Shidler, Kyle Stoker, Gary Vander Veen, Ken Thomas, Ron 

Walker, David Whitlow, and Ross Wiley.     
 

Pastor Odegard then went on to introduce as candidates for ordination upon the confirmation of the Great 

Lakes Conference.  
 

IT WAS VOTED to confer life ordination upon Darwin Dunten, Robert Fall and  

Wayne Shidler. ADOPTED.  
 

To conclude the report of the Pastoral Leadership Commission, Pastor Odegard provided a summary of 

the Fellowship Initiative that will soon be implemented. 
 

 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the Pastoral Leadership Commission. ADOPTED. 
 

The Foundation Report 

Bill Reist, the new Director of The Foundation of the Great Lakes Conference, presented the report of the 

Foundation. He summarized the work of the group as well as gave explanation to some recent changes as 
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to how monies are dispersed. He also made mention of donor-designated funds and gently encouraged 

delegates and the Conference to support that effort.  As part of his report, Mr. Reist presented a brief 

video that summarized the work of The Foundation.  
 

 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of The Foundation. ADOPTED. 
 

Camp Otyokwah Report 

Monty Harlan (via audio recording) presented the report from Otyokwah Camp and Retreat Center. The 

report included a summary of some of the work in recent months as well as a preview of the upcoming 

weeks of summer camp. He encouraged the prayers of the Conference on behalf of the Camp. 
 

Great Lakes Youth and Family Camp 

Pastor George Showers presented the report for the Great Lakes Youth and Family Camp. He noted that 

this is the sixty-ninth year for the camp. Pastor Showers concluded his report with prayer. 
 

 IT WAS VOTED to approve the reports of Camp Otyokwah and the Great Lakes  

Youth and Family Camp. ADOPTED. 

  

Report of The University of Findlay 

Pastor Matt Ginter, representing Dr. Fell, presented the report of The University of Findlay. He began his 

report by announcing a new addition to the Mazza Museum. He went on to report that this year’s 

graduating class was one of the largest in history. As part of his report, Pastor Ginter also updated the 

Conference on what is happening with Campus Ministry at the university including a video presentation 

about “The Well”. 
 

 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of The University of Findlay. ADOPTED.  
 

Report of Winebrenner Theological Seminary 

Dr. Bruce Coats presented the report for Winebrenner Theological Seminary. He began his report by 

thanking members of the Board of Trustees and asked alumni, current students, staff members and such of 

the Seminary to stand. He then went on to talk how the Seminary wants to partner with students as they 

follow the call.  
 

 IT WAS VOTED to accept the report of The University of Findlay and Winebrenner  

Theological Seminary. ADOPTED. 
 

Churches of God, General Conference Report 

Pastor Lance Finley began the report of the General Conference. He began his report by sharing how he 

was encouraged about some of the signs he is seeing around the denomination.  He went on to comment 

about the many positive things he is seeing. He concluded his report by inviting everyone to be a part of 

the upcoming triannual General Conference Sessions. 
 

 IT WAS VOTED to accept the report of the General Conference.  ADOPTED. 
 

Churches of God Women’s Ministry Report 

Mrs. Lynn Kaufman presented the report of the Churches of God, Women’s Ministry. Part of the report 

included the presentation of a video that introduced some upcoming opportunities for women in the 

denomination.    
 

 IT WAS VOTED to approve the report of the Churches of God, Women’s Ministry. 

 ADOPTED. 
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Memorial List 

The Conference viewed the Memorial List, remembering those from the Great Lakes Conference who 

passed away in the last year. 
 

Installation of Officers 

Pastor Dave Green came forward to lead in the installation of Great Lakes Conference officers.  He 

invited Kevin Sutton to lead in prayer. 
 

Challenge and Sending Forth 

Dr. Mills delivered closing remarks, thanked the presenters, and made several announcements. 
 

Pastor Tim Eding asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 

 IT WAS VOTED to adjourn. ADOPTED. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Pastor David Welker 

Transcribing Clerk 

 

 


