
1 
 

   
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Fifth Sunday after Easter 

May 15, 2022 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts    Violin: Madlen Breckbill 

Acolytes: Gatlin Empey      Lector: Diane Matson   

Ushers: Jeff Morgan’s Team       Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Baptized Today: Bjorn Arthur Sherry, son of Paul and Bridget Sherry. 

His sponsors are Marc & Julie Sherry and Eric & Jenifer Seidel. 
The Chancel Flowers are given by Barbara Entwistle 

in honor of all Syttende Mai Kings and Queens 

 

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen 
Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new 
people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the 
lens of love. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Sæterjentens Søndag ("The Herd-Girl's Sunday) by Ole Bull 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen 

C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

P:  In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus  

      Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery and for this water,  

      let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come. 

C:  We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne:  

      through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. 

P:  You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for  
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      the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is 

      drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely  

     through. 

C:  In Jesus Christ, your calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and    

     enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren  

     places, you are with us.  You have become our salvation. 

P:  Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us  

     again as your beloved and holy people.  Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts;  

     wipe away every tear. 

C:  To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory,  

      praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” #367 ELW vs. 1,2,4 

vs. 1: Now all the vault of heav'n resounds  in praise of love that still abounds: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"   

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

vs. 2: Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Now still he comes to give us life and by his presence stills all strife. 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

vs: 4: Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you. 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
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P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”  #385 vs. 1,3 

vs. 1: Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our king! 

To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

vs. 3: Praise we in songs of victory that love, that life, which cannot die, 

and sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour  
      into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your  
      Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our  
      Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
      now and forever. Amen. 
Sit 

ANTHEM:  “Fader Vor” 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 11:1-18 
1-3 The news traveled fast and in no time the leaders and friends back in Jerusalem heard 

about it—heard that the non-Jewish “outsiders” were now “in.” When Peter got back to 

Jerusalem, some of his old associates, concerned about circumcision, called him on the 

carpet: “What do you think you’re doing rubbing shoulders with that crowd, eating what 

is prohibited and ruining our good name?” 4-6 So Peter, starting from the beginning, laid 

it out for them step-by-step: “Recently I was in the town of Joppa praying. I fell into a 

trance and saw a vision: Something like a huge blanket, lowered by ropes at its four 

corners, came down out of heaven and settled on the ground in front of me. Milling 

around on the blanket were farm animals, wild animals, reptiles, birds—you name it, it 

was there. Fascinated, I took it all in. 7-10 “Then I heard a voice: ‘Go to it, Peter—kill and 
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eat.’ I said, ‘Oh, no, Master. I’ve never so much as tasted food that wasn’t kosher.’ The 

voice spoke again: ‘If God says it’s okay, it’s okay.’ This happened three times, and then 

the blanket was pulled back up into the sky. 11-14 “Just then three men showed up at the 

house where I was staying, sent from Caesarea to get me. The Spirit told me to go with 

them, no questions asked. So I went with them, I and six friends, to the man who had 

sent for me. He told us how he had seen an angel right in his own house, real as his 

next-door neighbor, saying, ‘Send to Joppa and get Simon, the one they call Peter. He’ll 

tell you something that will save your life—in fact, you and everyone you care for.’  
15-17 “So I started in, talking. Before I’d spoken half a dozen sentences, the Holy Spirit fell 

on them just as he did on us the first time. I remembered Jesus’ words: ‘John baptized 

with water; you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So I ask you: If God gave the same 

exact gift to them as to us when we believed in the Master Jesus Christ, how could I 

object to God?” 18 Hearing it all laid out like that, they quieted down. And then, as it 

sank in, they started praising God. “It’s really happened! God has broken through to the 

other nations, opened them up to Life!” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”  #676 ELW (8:00) 

vs. 1: Lord, speak to us, that we may speak in living echoes of your tone; 

as you have sought, so let us seek your straying children, lost and lone. 

 

vs. 4: Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord, until our very hearts o'erflow 

in kindling thought and glowing word, your love to tell, your praise to show. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 13th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL:  John 13:31-35 
31-32 When he had left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is seen for who he is, and 
God seen for who he is in him. The moment God is seen in him, God’s glory will be 
on display. In glorifying him, he himself is glorified—glory all around! 
33 “Children, I am with you for only a short time longer. You are going to look high 
and low for me. But just as I told the Jews, I’m telling you: ‘Where I go, you are 
not able to come.’ 34-35 “Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In 
the same way I loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone will 
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recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love you have for each 
other.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “With High Delight Let Us Unite”  #368 ELW 

1 With high delight let us unite in songs of great jubilation. 

You pure in heart, all bear your part, sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 

To set us free forever, he is ris’n and sends to all earth’s ends 

good news to save ev’ry nation. 

 

2 True God, he first from death has burst forth into life, all subduing. 

His enemy now vanquished see; his death has been death’s undoing. 

“And yours shall be like victory o’er death and grave,” says he, who gave 

his life for us, life renewing. 
 

3 Let praises ring; give thanks, and bring to Christ our Lord adoration. 

His honor speed by word and deed to ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 

So shall his love give us above, from misery and death set free, 

all joy and full consolation. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for  
      the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or  
      desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in  
      those we least expect. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world  
      around us. Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made.  
     God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people  
      who need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard  
      wealth or power. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress. As Christ enters our  
     deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great need.  
     God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your  
      love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches  
      and communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one  
      another. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the  
      value of each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your  
      children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life- 
      giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those  
           who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
            forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here.  All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, 

      come. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting.  

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  We give you thanks generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted  

     The  new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more.  Send us   

     from this  table as witness to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may  
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    know life in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen 

 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  God the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit 

of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen, 
C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace.  Tell what God has done. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”  #389 ELW vs. 1,2,5 

 vs. 1: Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

vs. 2: Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now, and touching ev’ry place and time. 

 

vs. 5:  Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, 

till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Come, You Faithful”  Horn/Carlson 
 
 
 
  

 

    
 

 


