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THE FIFTH WEDNESDAY IN LENT 

-FORGIVENESS AND ABSOLUTION- 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 

CONFESSION 

P:  You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

C:  God’s own people, 

P:  that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light; 

C:  for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 

P:  you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Hymn Verse    

Sticken, smitten and afflicted, see him dying on the tree! 

‘Tis the Christ by man rejected, yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he! 

‘Tis the long-expected prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it: ‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

P:  Jesus was slain, “Paying in blood, you bought men and women, bought them 

back from all over the earth, bought them back for God.  Then you made them 

a Kingdom, Priests for our God, Priest-kings to rule over the earth.”   

 (Rev. 5:9-10)  Scripture teaches us about the mercy and grace of God who calls 

us to be God’s priests.  Martin Luther said we were all the “priesthood of all 

believers.”  The priesthood of all believers teaches us that all believers are 

priests, no matter what their vocation-their calling-in life might be.  Luther 

puts it so well: 

C:  “A shoemaker, a smith, a farmer, each have their manual occupation and 

work; and yet, at the same time, all are eligible to act as priests.  Every one of 

them in their occupation or handicraft ought to be useful to their fellow 

human beings.”  

P:  According  to Luther, all believers have equally received the treasures which 

God has given, from the shoemaker to the farmer to the smith.  No vocation 
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stands over and above the rest.  No vocation is more “sacred” that any other.  

No vocation is better than another.  God has called all believers, without 

exception, to be God’s royal priests-from the dockworker to the doctor, from 

the messenger to the manager, from the educator to the executive.  No 

legitimate vocation is too lowly to be the vehicle through which God will do 

God’s work.  This priesthood of all believers includes the right of all believers 

to forgive or to retain sins.  It was one of Luther’s basic tenets posted on the 

door in Wittenberg.   

C:  “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive 

sins, what are you going to do with them?”  (John 20:23) 

 

Hymn Verse   

Tell me, ye who hear him groaning, was there ever grief like his? 

Friends through fear his cause disowning, foes insulting his distress; 

Many hands were raised to wound him, none would interpose to save; 

But the deepest stroke that pierced him was the stroke that justice gave. 

 

The Pastor will lead the right side, the Cantor the left. 

P:  “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive sins, 

what are you going to do with them?”  (John 20:23)  As a reminder of this 

truth, let us, as God’s people, forgive one another in the name of Jesus.  Stand 

now, and turn toward the center aisle. 

Right Side:  Lord God, we confess our sins of omission and our sins of 

commission… words we spoke that defamed your name… actions that led 

others astray. 

All:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

Left Side:  O Lord, we confess sins committed against you and others… for sins 

we did by standing idly by without some words or action on our part… 

tolerating evil that we could have stopped from happening… we were 

bystanders who could have made a difference but who did not. 

All:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

P:  “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive sins, 

what are you going to do with them?”  (John 20:23)  In the name of Jesus your 

sins are forgiven. 
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Right Side:  Lord God, we confess our secret sins and our open sins—secret sins 

that few know anything about… open sins that the whole world sees and 

reminds us of. 

All:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

Left Side:  We confess, Lord God, that we have betrayed some by divulging 

secrets of wrongdoing we promised we would not.  We confess we have 

reveled in hearing the secret sins of others, as if it somehow lessens our own 

sinfulness.  

All:  Forgive us, O Lord. 

P:  “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive sins, 

what are you going to do with them?”  (John 20:23)  In the name of Jesus your 

sins are forgiven. 

All:  Amen! 

 

Hymn Verse   

Ye who think of sin but lightly nor suppose the evil great 

Here may view its nature rightly, here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the Sacrifice appointed, see who bears the awful load; 

‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God. 

 

Psalm 51: 10-15 

P:  God, make a fresh start in me, shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my life. 

C:  Don’t throw me out with the trash, or fail to breathe holiness in me. 

P:  Bring me back from gray exile, put a fresh wind in my sails!   

C:  Give me a job teaching rebels your ways so the lost can find their way home. 

P:  Commute my death sentence, God, my salvation God, and I’ll sing anthems to 

your life-giving ways. 

All:  Unbutton my lips, dear God; I’ll let loose with your praise. 

 

Hymn Verse   

Here we have a firm foundation, here the refuge of the lost; 

Chirst’s the Rock of our salvation, his the name of which we boast. 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 

None shall ever be confounded who on him their hope have built. 

 



5 
 

P:  “And as far as sunrise is from sunset, God has separated us from our sins.”  

(Psalm 103:12)  As members of the royal priesthood, know your sins are 

forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Lord God, for this forgiveness, given us through the blood of Jesus… for this 

forgiveness, offered to us through fellow saints and priests, we thank you.  

Amen! 

 

Anthem: “Give Me a Clean Heart” 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Genesis 45:1-8 

Joseph couldn’t hold himself in any longer, keeping up a front before all his 
attendants. He cried out, “Leave! Clear out—everyone leave!” So there was no 
one with Joseph when he identified himself to his brothers. But his sobbing was 
so violent that the Egyptians couldn’t help but hear him. The news was soon 
reported to Pharaoh’s palace.3 Joseph spoke to his brothers: “I am Joseph. Is my 
father really still alive?” But his brothers couldn’t say a word. They were 
speechless—they couldn’t believe what they were hearing and seeing.4-8 “Come 
closer to me,” Joseph said to his brothers. They came closer. “I am Joseph your 
brother whom you sold into Egypt. But don’t feel badly, don’t blame yourselves 
for selling me. God was behind it. God sent me here ahead of you to save lives. 
There has been a famine in the land now for two years; the famine will continue 
for five more years—neither plowing nor harvesting. God sent me on ahead to 
pave the way and make sure there was a remnant in the land, to save your lives in 
an amazing act of deliverance. So you see, it wasn’t you who sent me here but 
God. He set me in place as a father to Pharaoh, put me in charge of his personal 
affairs, and made me ruler of all Egypt. 
 

Hymn Verse 

O sacred head now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns thine only crown. 

O sacred head, what glory, what bliss, till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
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James 5:13-16 

Are you hurting? Pray. Do you feel great? Sing. Are you sick? Call the church 
leaders together to pray and anoint you with oil in the name of the Master. 
Believing-prayer will heal you, and Jesus will put you on your feet. And if you’ve 
sinned, you’ll be forgiven—healed inside and out.16-18 Make this your common 
practice: Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you can 
live together whole and healed.  
 
Hymn Verse 

My burden in thy passion, Lord, thou hast borne for me. 
For it was my transgression which brought this woe on thee. 

I cast myself before thee; wrath is my rightful lot. 
Have mercy, I implore thee; Redeemer, spurn me not. 

 
Luke 23: 39-43 
39 One of the criminals hanging alongside cursed him: “Some Messiah you are! 
Save yourself! Save us!”40-41 But the other one made him shut up: “Have you no 
fear of God? You’re getting the same as him. We deserve this, but not him—he 
did nothing to deserve this.”42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
enter your kingdom.”43 He said, “Don’t worry, I will. Today you will join me in 
paradise.” 
 
Hymn Verse 

A criminal insults thee, cruel epithets are cast. 
Another thief consults thee, in grace he cries at last. 

“Lord Jesus, pray, recall me when in your kingly pow’r” 
“I shall,” thou say’st, “install thee in paradise this hour.” 

 

Sermon 

Hymn Verse 

Lord, grant that through thy passion my eyes might truly see 
The selfish, loving fashion with which thou lovest me, 

That with such knowledge, growing, to those within my reach 
I might be gracious, knowing your love is shown to each. 

 
What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 
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Oh, make me thine forever!  And should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never, outlive my love for thee. 

 
Be thou my Consolation, my Shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of thy passion when my last hour draws nigh. 
My eyes shall then behold thee, upon thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold thee.  Who dieth thus dies well. 
 

Prayers 

P:  When we think about our need to forgive others, we recognize how difficult it 

is, especially to forgive some people we can name in our hearts who have 

crippled and scarred us emotionally.  On our own we can’t do the impossible.  

With God’s help, however, we can do it.  To do this difficult task, we spend 

time in prayer. 

C:  Lord God, your Word is clear: “Be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  (Ephesians 

4:32)  We confess, in our relationships with one another, we are not always 

“kind, compassionate or forgiving.”  Forgive us, Lord. 

P:  The world around us sometimes finds it surprising that research shows a 

healthy ingredient to healthy families is to know and practice the art of 

forgiveness and absolution.  How foolish of us, O Lord, to be surprised at what 

your Word clearly tells us about any healthy relationship—relationships with 

you and with others.   

C:  A healthy relationship always includes grace—forgiveness and absolution 

from those we have hurt.  For such forgiveness from you and from others we 

thank you, gracious God. 

P:  Like St. Paul, we know what we are supposed to do—to love and to forgive.  

But we find it so difficult at times. 

C:   “I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I 

hate I do.”  (Romans 7:15)  Let our lives contain words and actions that 

apologize for our angry times.  Grant this in the name of Jesus who makes 

the impossible happen. 

P:  As the dying thief on the cross received the promise of forgiveness and life 

eternal, so grant us such forgiveness and life eternal.  For we know that if you, 

O God, did not forgive, heaven would be empty. 
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C:  Make us a forgiving people when there is no reason to forgive, when 

forgiveness has nothing to do with justice, when forgiving has to do with 

nothing but LOVE—your love within us.  Amen!  It shall be so! 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P:  As you leave this ark of dwelling, may the Lord set your course.  May God’s     

clear light shine upon your way.  May the hand of God’s compass point you 

forward.  May Jesus’ peace be yours—the peace that was spoken upon the 

Galilean Sea…a peace that stills and calms your hearts.  In the name of the God 

our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who makes us holy.   

C:  Amen. 

 

Hymn Verse 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

Postlude:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 


