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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

April 3, 2022 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones  Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz  Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Guest Preacher:  Dale Gretebeck 

Acolytes:  Elina Jones (8:00)  Corley Suddeth, Parker Sellnow (9:15) 

Lector:  Bob Kluge (8:00)  Quinlan Harrington (9:15) 

    Ushers: Todd Skavlen’s Team (8:00)  Vienneau Family 9:15) 

      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel 
Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for 
the day of his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from 
the persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises 
daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “By Grace God Calls Us into Life” 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P:  In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and 

guides us in our pilgrimage. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Holy One, 
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C:  we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your 

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have 

squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our 

midst. Have mercy upon us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to 

follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our 

neighbor.  Amen. 

P:  Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God 

shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you 

under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys 

with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

C:  Amen. 

Stand 

HYMN: “Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult” #696 ELW 
                        vs. 1:  Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult  

                                   of our life's wild, restless sea, 

                                   day by day his clear voice sounding,  

                                   saying, "Christian, follow me": 

 

                        vs. 2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it  

                                   by the Galilean lake, 

                                   turned from home and toil and kindred,  

                                   leaving all for Jesus' sake. 

 

                         vs. 5: Jesus calls us! By your mercy,  

                                   Savior, may we hear your call, 

                                   give our hearts to your obedience,  

                                   serve and love you best of all. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

LITANY 
P:  The word is near you. 
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C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Lord, I Lift, Your Name on High” #857 ELW 

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises, 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way,  
from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high. 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Sit 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace  

      waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you  

      are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to  

      all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns  

      with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “I Know De Lord’s Laid His Hands On Me” 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 43:16-21 (8:00) 
This is what GOD says, the God who builds a road right through the ocean, who 
carves a path through pounding waves, The God who summons horses and 
chariots and armies—they lie down and then can’t get up; they’re snuffed out like 
so many candles: “Forget about what’s happened; don’t keep going over old 
history. Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new. It’s bursting 
out! Don’t you see it? There it is! I’m making a road through the desert, rivers in 
the badlands. Wild animals will say ‘Thank you!’ —the coyotes and the buzzards— 
Because I provided water in the desert, rivers through the sunbaked earth, 
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Drinking water for the people I chose, the people I made especially for myself, a 
people custom-made to praise me. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Listen God is Calling”  #513 ELW 

 Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 12th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
Stand (9:15) 
GOSPEL: John 12:1-8  (9:15) 
1-3 Six days before Passover, Jesus entered Bethany where Lazarus, so recently 
raised from the dead, was living. Lazarus and his sisters invited Jesus to dinner at 
their home. Martha served. Lazarus was one of those sitting at the table with 
them. Mary came in with a jar of very expensive aromatic oils, anointed and 
massaged Jesus’ feet, and then wiped them with her hair. The fragrance of the 
oils filled the house. 4-6 Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples, even then getting ready 
to betray him, said, “Why wasn’t this oil sold and the money given to the poor? It 
would have easily brought three hundred silver pieces.” He said this not because 
he cared two cents about the poor but because he was a thief. He was in charge 
of their common funds, but also embezzled them. 7-8 Jesus said, “Let her alone. 
She’s anticipating and honoring the day of my burial. You always have the poor 
with you. You don’t always have me.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Sit) 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (9:15) 

SERMON 

(Stand) 

HYMN: “By Grace God Calls Us into Life”   

vs. 1: By grace God calls us into life,  

a blessing, just to be; so called, so blest,  

let us delight in God's community. 
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vs. 2: The Spirit calls the church of Christ  

within God's heart to dwell; so called, so loved,  

let us unite to love our neighbor well. 

 

vs. 3:  Christ calls this tribeless tribe to dare  

to follow where he leads; so called, so sent,  

let us prepare to serve with holy deeds. 

 

vs. 5: By grace God calls us into life,  

a blessing, just to be; so called,  

so blest, let us delight and praise the Trinity. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the  
      world, and all who are in need. 
A Brief Silence 
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P:  Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the  
      gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry.  
      Give us courage in the face of change. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and  
      environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human  
      disregard. Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to  
      chart a new course. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:   Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies  
      from working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and  
      collaboration among the nations. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are  
      unemployed or underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for  
      all who struggle with money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who  
      are sick. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our  
     understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or  
     devalued. Deliver us especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the  
      power of his resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have  
      attained the prize of their heavenly call. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake  
     of Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those  
           who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
            forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled. The body of Christ  

     given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the  

      bread of life. Now send forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 

C:  Amen 

 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened 
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for the journey. Almighty, God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you 

this day and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 

vs. 1:  I have decided to follow Jesus. 

I have decided to follow Jesus. 

I have decided to follow Jesus. 

No turning back! No turning back! 

 

vs. 2: Though none go with me still I will follow. 

Though none go with me still I will follow. 

Though none go with me still I will follow. 

No turning back! No turning back! 

 

vs. 3: I have surrendered my all to Jesus. 

I have surrendered my all to Jesus. 

I have surrendered my all to Jesus.   

No turning back! No turning back! 

 
POSTLUDE: “Will You Come and Follow Me?” 

 


