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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 27, 2022 

 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Guest Preacher:  Scott Geister-Jones   Flute:  Andy Quam 

Lector:  Diane Matson (8:00)  Marlene Koch (9:15) 

Acolytes:  Moses Harris (8:00)  Gatlin Empey, Carsten Koch 

Ushers: Sue Walls Team (8:00)   Jason Hoverson (9:15) 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are 
forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the 
righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the 
forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is 
the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are 
forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus”   

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P:  In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and 

guides us in our pilgrimage. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Holy One, 



 

2 
 

C:  we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your 

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have 

squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our 

midst. Have mercy upon us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to 

follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our 

neighbor.  Amen. 

P:  Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God 

shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you 

under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys 

with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “Amazing Grace”  #779 ELW 

vs. 1: Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

vs. 3: Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

 

vs. 4: The Lord has promised good to me; 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you. 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
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P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard come through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”  #857 ELW 

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life.  I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way,  
from the earth to the cross my debt to pay, 

from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;  
Lord, I lift you name on high. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with  

      your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed  

      us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who  

      lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

     Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “Jesus Loves Me” 

 

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12  (8:00 a.m.) 
9 GOD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt.” That’s why 
the place is called The Gilgal. It’s still called that. 10 The People of Israel continued 
to camp at The Gilgal. They celebrated the Passover on the evening of the 
fourteenth day of the month on the plains of Jericho. 11-12 Right away, the day 
after the Passover, they started eating the produce of that country, unraised 
bread and roasted grain. And then no more manna; the manna stopped. As soon 
as they started eating food grown in the land, there was no more manna for the 
People of Israel. That year they ate from the crops of Canaan. 
L:  The word of the Lord. 
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C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Listen God is Calling” #513 ELW 
                 Refrain:  (Listen,) listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.  (repeat) 

(Stand 9:15) 
The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 15th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
Stand 
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
15 1-3 By this time a lot of men and women of questionable reputation were 
hanging around Jesus, listening intently. The Pharisees and religion scholars were 
not pleased, not at all pleased. They growled, “He takes in sinners and eats meals 
with them, treating them like old friends.” Their grumbling triggered this story. 
11-12 Then he said, “There was once a man who had two sons. The younger said to 
his father, ‘Father, I want right now what’s coming to me.’ 12-16 “So the father 
divided the property between them. It wasn’t long before the younger son packed 
his bags and left for a distant country. There, undisciplined and dissipated, he 
wasted everything he had. After he had gone through all his money, there was a 
bad famine all through that country and he began to feel it. He signed on with a 
citizen there who assigned him to his fields to slop the pigs. He was so hungry he 
would have eaten the corn-cobs in the pig slop, but no one would give him any. 
17-20 “That brought him to his senses. He said, ‘All those farmhands working for my 
father sit down to three meals a day, and here I am starving to death. I’m going 
back to my father. I’ll say to him, Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned 
before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son. Take me on as a hired hand.’ He 
got right up and went home to his father. 20-21 “When he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him. His heart pounding, he ran out, embraced him, and kissed 
him. The son started his speech: ‘Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned 
before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son ever again.’ 22-24 “But the father 
wasn’t listening. He was calling to the servants, ‘Quick. Bring a clean set of clothes 
and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Then get a 
prize-winning heifer and roast it. We’re going to feast! We’re going to have a 
wonderful time! My son is here—given up for dead and now alive! Given up for 
lost and now found!’ And they began to have a wonderful time. 25-27 “All this time 
his older son was out in the field. When the day’s work was done he came in. As 
he approached the house, he heard the music and dancing. Calling over one of 
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the houseboys, he asked what was going on. He told him, ‘Your brother came 
home. Your father has ordered a feast—barbecued beef!—because he has him 
home safe and sound.’ 28-30 “The older brother stomped off in an angry sulk and 
refused to join in. His father came out and tried to talk to him, but he wouldn’t 
listen. The son said, ‘Look how many years I’ve stayed here serving you, never 
giving you one moment of grief, but have you ever thrown a party for me and my 
friends? Then this son of yours who has thrown away your money on whores 
shows up and you go all out with a feast!’ 31-32 “His father said, ‘Son, you don’t 
understand. You’re with me all the time, and everything that is mine is yours—but 
this is a wonderful time, and we had to celebrate. This brother of yours was dead, 
and he’s alive! He was lost, and he’s found!’” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

GOSPEL HYMN:  “Bring Him Home” 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (9:15 a.m.) 

SERMON:  “Bring Him Home-Bring Him Peace” 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Softly and Tenderly”  #608 ELW 

vs. 1: Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 

 

                                  

                              Refrain: "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 

You who are weary, come home." 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

 

vs. 2: Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
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vs. 3: Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

 
 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the  
      world, and all who are in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound  
      welcome. Lead your church to be a community marked by forgiveness,  
      hospitality, and celebration. Send us to transform a world plagued by fear and  
      condemnation. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation.  
      Equip farmers and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample  
      rainfall and abundant sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse.  
      Merciful God, 
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C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that 
      experience conflict. Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint peacemakers  
      trained in the art of diplomacy and foster a spirit of collaboration among  
      political rivals. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among  
      family members. Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers  
      for those who are sick or grieving. Console us with the promise that everything  
      can become new. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bless the  
      feeding ministries of this congregation. Bring an end to hunger in our  
      community and around the world. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have died,  
      confident that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until  
      we are gathered at your heavenly banquet. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake  
      of Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those  
           who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
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      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened 

for the journey. Almighty, God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you 

this day and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Build a Longer Table”  

vs.1: Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 

feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 

Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 

Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 

 

vs. 3: Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence. 

Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 

When we embrace compassion more than fear, 

Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 

 

vs.4: When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 

Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 

So must our tables welcome those who roam. 

None can be excluded; all must find a home. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Amazing Grace”  set by Oines 

 


