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THIRD WEDNESDAY IN LENT 

--WITHDRAWAL— 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 

CONFESSION 

P:  Before Jesus began his journey to the cross, we are told he went to the Mount 

of Olives to prepare. “Leaving there, he went, as he so often did, to Mount 

Olives. The disciples followed him. When they arrived at the place, he said,  

C:  “Pray that you don’t give in to temptation.” 

P:  He pulled away from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed,  

C:  “Father, remove this cup from me. But please, not what I want. What 

do you want?”  

P:  At once an angel from heaven was at his side, strengthening him. He prayed on 

all the harder. Sweat, wrung from him like drops of blood, poured off his face. 

 

Hymn Verse   

Stricken, smitten and afflicted, see him dying on the tree! 

‘Tis the Christ by man rejected; yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he! 

‘Tis the long-expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 

Proof I see sufficient of it:  ‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

P:  So during this season of Lent, we WITHDRAW each week for a few minutes 

from the world.  We spend additional time in prayer and meditation to draw 

closer to the One who redeemed us from sin, death, and the power of the 

devil through His life, death and resurrection. 

C:  Our Lord’s caution to his disciples and us, “Pray that you don’t give in to 

temptation,” reminds us that BECAUSE we have fallen too often into 

temptation, Jesus had no choice but to journey to the cross so that our 

salvation might be secured.  “When Jesus served as a sacrifice for our sins, he 

solved the sin problem for good—not only ours, but the whole world’s.”  

  (1 John 2:2)  
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P:  This evening we spend time in prayer and meditation in order to draw closer to 

the One who created us, redeemed us and makes us holy.  In the name of God 

the Creator, Jesus our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit who makes us holy. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Hymn Verse 

Tell me, ye who hear him groaning, was there ever grief like his? 

Friends through fear his cause disowning, foes insulting his distress; 

Many hands were raised to wound him, none would interpose to save; 

But the deepest stroke that pierced him was the stroke that justice gave. 

 

The Left Side will be led by the pastor, the Right Side the Cantor. 

Left Side:  Someone correctly said, “Opportunity may knock only once, but 

temptation leans on the doorbell.”  The real problem is not temptation itself, 

but the many times we succumb to it and sin. 

Right Side:  Thus, our Lord’s promise gives us hope in this time of WITHDRAWAL 

and assures us:  “On the other hand, if we admit our sins—simply come clean 

about them—he won’t let us down; he’ll be true to himself. He’ll forgive our 

sins and purge us of all wrongdoing.”  (1 John 1:9) 

Left Side:  Lord God, we hear your caution, “Pray that you don’t give in to 

temptation.” (Luke 22:40) and yet confess we have done that very thing—

fallen.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

Right Side:  We have fallen asleep, like the disciples, fallen asleep to your 

desires, your will for us, and have instead followed the plans and desires of 

our own hearts.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

Left Side:  We have fallen asleep, and have left undone those things we should 

have done and have done those things we should not have done.  Lord, in 

your mercy, forgive us. 

Right Side:  We have fallen asleep and have entered into destructive patterns of 

communication—ESCALATION—INVALIDATION—NEGATIVE INTERPRETATION 

AND WITHDRAWAL—patterns that separate us from you, O Lord, and from 

others.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

All:  May your Holy Spirit empower us to live more holy and righteous lives, lives 

that communicate with love and kindness, forgiveness and understanding.  

Lord, in your mercy.  Amen. 
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Hymn Verse 

Ye who think of sin but lightly nor suppose the evil great 

Here may view its nature rightly, here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the Sacrifice appointed, see who bears the awful load; 

‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Mary and Son of God. 

 

Psalm 51: 10-15 

P:  God, make a fresh start in me, shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my life. 

C:  Don’t throw me out with the trash, or fail to breathe holiness in me. 

P:  Bring me back from gray exile, put a fresh wind in my sails!   

C:  Give me a job teaching rebels your ways so the lost can find their way home. 

P:  Commute my death sentence, God, my salvation God, and I’ll sing anthems to 

your life-giving ways. 

All:  Unbutton my lips, dear God; I’ll let loose with your praise. 

 

Hymn Verse 

Here we have a firm foundation, here the refuge of the lost; 

Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, his the name of which we boast. 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 

Non shall ever be confounded who on him their hope have built. 

 

P:  “On the other hand, if we admit our sins—simply come clean about them—he 

won’t let us down; he’ll be true to himself. He’ll forgive our sins and purge us 

of all wrongdoing.”  (1 John 1:9)  God, the Source of all Mercies, has made 

peace with the world and Godself through the death and resurrection of God’s 

Son, Jesus Christ.   Not counting our trespasses against us.  As God’s servant, 

receive God’s pardon and peace in the name of God the Creator, Jesus our 

Redeemer and the Holy Spirit who makes us holy. 

C:  Amen!  Thanks be to God! 

 

Anthem: “Fix Me” 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:7 
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26-27 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she grieved for her 
husband. When the time of mourning was over, David sent someone to bring her 
to his house. She became his wife and bore him a son. 
12 1-3 But GOD was not at all pleased with what David had done, and sent Nathan 
to David. Nathan said to him, “There were two men in the same city—one rich, 
the other poor. The rich man had huge flocks of sheep, herds of cattle. The poor 
man had nothing but one little female lamb, which he had bought and raised. It 
grew up with him and his children as a member of the family. It ate off his plate 
and drank from his cup and slept on his bed. It was like a daughter to him.4 “One 
day a traveler dropped in on the rich man. He was too stingy to take an animal 
from his own herds or flocks to make a meal for his visitor, so he took the poor 
man’s lamb and prepared a meal to set before his guest.”5-6 David exploded in 
anger. “As surely as GOD lives,” he said to Nathan, “the man who did this ought to 
be lynched! He must repay for the lamb four times over for his crime and his 
stinginess!”7-12 “You’re the man!” said Nathan. “And here’s what GOD, the God of 
Israel, has to say to you: I made you king over Israel. I freed you from the fist of 
Saul… So why have you treated the word of GOD with brazen contempt, doing this 
great evil? You murdered Uriah the Hittite, then took his wife as your wife. 
Worse, you killed him with an Ammonite sword! And now, because you treated 
God with such contempt and took Uriah the Hittite’s wife as your wife, killing and 
murder will continually plague your family.  
 
Hymn Verse 

O sacred head now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown. 
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss, till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call you mine. 
 

Ephesians 4:22-25 
20-24 But that’s no life for you. You learned Christ! My assumption is that you have 
paid careful attention to him, been well instructed in the truth precisely as we 
have it in Jesus. Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything—
and I do mean everything—connected with that old way of life has to go. It’s 
rotten through and through. Get rid of it! And then take on an entirely new way 
of life—a God-fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into 
your conduct as God accurately reproduces his character in you.25 What this adds 
up to, then, is this: no more lies, no more pretense. Tell your neighbor the truth. 
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In Christ’s body we’re all connected to each other, after all. When you lie to 
others, you end up lying to yourself. 
  
Hymn Verse 

My burden in thy passion, Lord, thou hast borne for me. 
For it was my transgression which I bought this woe on thee. 

I cast myself before thee; wrath is my rightful lot. 
Have mercy, I implore thee; Redeemer, spurn me not. 

 
Matthew 26:69-75 
69 All this time, Peter was sitting out in the courtyard. One servant girl came up to 
him and said, “You were with Jesus the Galilean.”70 In front of everybody there, he 
denied it. “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”71 As he moved over toward 
the gate, someone else said to the people there, “This man was with Jesus the 
Nazarene.”72 Again he denied it, salting his denial with an oath: “I swear, I never 
laid eyes on the man.”73 Shortly after that, some bystanders approached Peter. 
“You’ve got to be one of them. Your accent gives you away.”74-75 Then he got 
really nervous and swore. “I don’t know the man!”  Just then a rooster crowed. 
Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the rooster crows, you will deny 
me three times.” He went out and cried and cried and cried. 
 
Hymn Verse 

A rooster crows in anguish.  A faithful one, withdrawn; 
Unfaithful he doth languish, his faith in faith, ‘tis gone. 

For thus he hath denied thee, who never shall deny: 
Though all hath crucified thee, thine acts thy love belie. 

 
Sermon:  “A Destructive Pattern: WITHDRAWAL” 
 
Hymn Verse 

Lord, grant that through thy passion my eyes might truly see 
The selfish, loving fashion with which thou lovest me, 

That with such knowledge, growing, to those within my reach 
I might be gracious, knowing your love is shown to each. 

 
What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 
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Oh, make me thine forever!  And should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never, outlive my love for thee. 

 
Be thou my Consolation, my Shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of thy passion when my last hour draws nigh. 
My eyes shall then behold thee, upon thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold thee.  Who dieth thus dies well. 
 

Prayer 
P:  Prayer is essential when we WITHDRAW to be alone with God.  He has spoken 

to us through God’s Word.  We now desire to speak to God with our prayers.  
As someone said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to 
be alive with breathing.”  Let us pray: 

 
P:  Lord God, it is in your wounds that we find safety, it is in your stripes we find 

our cure, it is in your pain we find peace, it is in your cross we find victory, and 
it is in your resurrection we find triumph.  And yet, even as you told Peter “I’m 

sorry to have to tell you this, but before the rooster crows you will have three times 

denied that you know me,” so we have disowned you all too often with our words 

and actions.  We have dismissed you almost as quickly as an alarm in a school 

dismisses student from class.  Forgive us, Lord.  

C:  We say you are Lord of our lives, but often exclude you from different areas 
of our lives, such as in our conversation at the beauty salon where everyone 
is talking about everyone, or at our work where Jesus-talk and Jesus’ ways 
just don’t seem to quite fit in.  Forgive us, Lord. 

P:  We no more than leave the sanctuary this evening when we find ourselves 
denying that we are your followers as we angrily call out names to the person 
in front of us who is driving unlike we think they ought to drive.  Forgive us, 
Lord. 

C:  We go about our business tomorrow – at school, at work, at home- and find 
ourselves using words that we admitted in this sanctuary are capable of 
destroying relationships.  Words that escalate a disagreement, invalidate the 
person we are talking too, negatively interpreting whatever they say and 
withdrawing from the conversation without trying to understand.  Forgive 
us, Lord.    

P:  Grant that in the days ahead, we might lead holy and God pleasing lives, lives 
reflecting that we are your followers—followers willing to stand up in every 
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place, at any time, for the One who is our Lord and Savior.  Grant this in Jesus’ 
name, 

C:  Amen.   
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P:  So ends our worship.  Grant now that as we move to our lives beyond these 

church walls, we may be 
C:  Strong in witness, bold in conveying the presence of Christ within us, 

unashamed of confessing Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 
P:  In the name of God the Creator, Jesus our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit who 

makes us holy. 

C:  Amen!  With God’s help we shall be strong, bold and unashamed.   
 
Closing Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”  #335 ELW 

vs. 1: Jesus, keep me near the cross, there's a precious fountain; 

free to all, a healing stream flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 

 

Refrain:  In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever; 

till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river. 

 

vs. 2: Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me; 

there the bright and morning star sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 

 

vs. 3: Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; 

help me walk from day to day with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 

 

Postlude:  “Near the Cross” 

 
 


