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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 20, 2022 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Acolytes:  Evey Kellnhofer (8:00)  Libby Conant, Trevor Hagen (9:15) 

Lector: Sandy Grant  (8:00)   Marti Conant (9:15) 

    Ushers: Jeffrey Morgan’s Team (8:00) 

      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flowers are given by Pat Hults in memory of David. 
 

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get 
cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: 
“Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s 
ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more 
year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God! 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer”  Hughes/Hopson 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P:  In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and 

guides us in our pilgrimage. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Holy One, 
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C:  we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your 

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have 

squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our 

midst. Have mercy upon us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to 

follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our 

neighbor.  Amen. 

P:  Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God 

shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you 

under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys 

with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

C:  Amen. 

Stand 

HYMN: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  #618 ELW 
vs. 1: Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

 

vs. 2: Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, shield me with your mighty arm, 

shield me with your mighty arm. 

 

vs. 3: When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs and praises, songs and praises, I will raise forevermore, 

I will raise forevermore. 

 
GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

LITANY 
P:  The word is near you. 
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C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard come through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”  #857 ELW 

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life.  I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way,  
from the earth to the cross my debt to pay, 

from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;  
Lord, I lift you name on high. 

 
SALUTATION 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the  

      life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey  

      it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our  

      Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

      now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM: “Write Your Blessed Name” 
 
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 55:1-9 (8:00) 
1-5 “Hey there! All who are thirsty, come to the water! Are you penniless?     Come 
anyway—buy and eat! Come, buy your drinks, buy wine and milk. Buy without 
money—everything’s free! Why do you spend your money on junk food, your 
hard-earned cash on cotton candy? Listen to me, listen well: Eat only the best,  fill 
yourself with only the finest. Pay attention, come close now, listen carefully to my 
life-giving, life-nourishing words. I’m making a lasting covenant commitment with 
you, the same that I made with David: sure, solid, enduring love. I set him up as a 
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witness to the nations, made him a prince and leader of the nations, And now I’m 
doing it to you: You’ll summon nations you’ve never heard of, and nations who’ve 
never heard of you will come running to you. Because of me, your GOD,  because 
The Holy of Israel has honored you.” 6-7 Seek GOD while he’s here to be found, 
pray to him while he’s close at hand. Let the wicked abandon their way of life  and 
the evil their way of thinking. Let them come back to GOD, who is merciful, come 
back to our God, who is lavish with forgiveness. 8-11 “I don’t think the way you 
think. The way you work isn’t the way I work.”  “For as the sky soars high above 
earth, so the way I work surpasses the way you work, and the way I think is 
beyond the way you think. 
 
P:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Listen God is Calling” #513 ELW 
                 Refrain:  (Listen,) listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.  (repeat) 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 13th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
Stand  
GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9 (9:15) 
1-5 About that time some people came up and told him about the Galileans Pilate had 

killed while they were at worship, mixing their blood with the blood of the sacrifices on 

the altar. Jesus responded, “Do you think those murdered Galileans were worse sinners 

than all other Galileans? Not at all. Unless you turn to God, you, too, will die. And those 

eighteen in Jerusalem the other day, the ones crushed and killed when the Tower of 

Siloam collapsed and fell on them, do you think they were worse citizens than all other 

Jerusalemites? Not at all. Unless you turn to God, you, too, will die.” 6-7 Then he told 

them a story: “A man had an apple tree planted in his front yard. He came to it 

expecting to find apples, but there weren’t any. He said to his gardener, ‘What’s going 

on here? For three years now I’ve come to this tree expecting apples and not one apple 

have I found. Chop it down! Why waste good ground with it any longer?’ 
8-9 “The gardener said, ‘Let’s give it another year. I’ll dig around it and fertilize, and 

maybe it will produce next year; if it doesn’t, then chop it down.’” 

 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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(Sit) 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (9:15) 

SERMON 

(Stand) 

HYMN: “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”  #763 ELW 

vs. 1: My life flows on in endless song; above earth's lamentation, 

I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 

 

         Refrain:  No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

vs. 2: Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul.  How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

vs. 4: The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 

All things are mine since I am his!  How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the  
      world, and all who are in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons,  
      bishops, chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee  
      chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult  
     decisions about the future of their ministry. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands  
      impacted by droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that  
      produce fruit for our nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened  
      by climate change. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and  
      court administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for  
      activists and community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate  
      and equitable society. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and  
      experience hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those  
      who are hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing. Merciful  
      God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them  
      to speak difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with  
      policymakers; for those who promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation.  
      Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With all the  
     saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life everlasting. Merciful God, 
C:  “Oh, Lord Kumbaya!” 
P:  Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake  
      of Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled. The body of Christ  

     given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION AND COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the  

      bread of life. Now send forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 

C:  Amen 

 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
P:  You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened 

for the journey. Almighty, God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you 

this day and always. 

C:  Amen. 
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P:  Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Let All Things Now Living”  #881 ELW 

vs. 1: Let all things now living 

a song of thanksgiving 

to God the creator triumphantly raise, 

who fashioned and made us, 

protected and stayed us, 

who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

God's banners are o'er us, 

God's light goes before us, 

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

till shadows have vanished 

and darkness is banished, 

as forward we travel from light into light. 

 

vs. 2: God rules all the forces: 

the stars in their courses 

and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

the hills and the mountains, 

the rivers and fountains, 

the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

We too should be voicing 

our love and rejoicing; 

with glad adoration a song let us raise 

till all things now living 

unite in thanksgiving: 

"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 

 
POSTLUDE:  “The Ash Grove” 

 

 
 


