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SECOND WEDNESDAY IN LENT 

-NEGATIVE INTERPRETATION- 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: “My Song in the Night” 

 

CONFESSION 

P:  Brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

C:  whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable— 

P:  if anything is excellent or praiseworthy— 

C:  think about such things. 

P:  Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me— 

C:  put it into practice. 

P:  And the God of peace will be with you. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Hymn Verse 

Alas!  And did my Savior bleed, and did my sov’reign die? 

Would he devote that sacred head for sinners such as I? 

 

P:  Someone correctly said, “Nourish the mind like you would your body.  The 

mind cannot survive on junk food.” 

C:  We have come this evening to fill our minds with life-giving sustenance… 

with words that bring life—truth about life and death, truth that sets us free. 

P:  Jesus said, “If you stick with this, living out what I tell you, you are my disciples 

for sure. Then you will experience for yourselves the truth, and the truth will 

free you.”  (John 8:31-32) 

C:  We begin by calling upon the TRUTH…God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer 

and the Holy Spirit who makes us holy. 

 

Hymn Verse 

Was it for sins that I had done He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love beyond degree! 
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The Left Side will be led by the pastor, the Right Side the Cantor. 

Left Side:  Lord God, though you have given us life, we confess we often forget 

what we have and concentrate on what we do not have.  Not only do we fail to 

give thanks for what we have personally, we fail to give thanks and affirm what 

you and others in relationship give to us.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

Right Side:  Instead of knowing and confessing that you love us without 

conditions, we accuse you of not caring, not loving us, not paying attention 

to us.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

Left Side:  Even though you forgive our sins totally and completely through the 

blood of Jesus, we go away thinking and believing that we still have to do some 

penance for what we have done wrong and that our sins are not wiped clean 

from the slate.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

Right Side:  Instead of thinking on what is right about others, what is pure and 

lovely, what is admirable or praiseworthy, we think on what is wrong.  Lord, 

in your mercy, forgive us. 

Left Side:  We are guilty of invalidating others’ thoughts, feelings and character by 

what we say and do.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

Right Side:  We are guilty of negatively interpreting others’ motives and actions, 

not putting “the best construction” on everything.  Lord, in your mercy, 

forgive us. 

Left Side:  Before some people even begin to talk, we confess that we are guilty of 

mind reading, often negatively interpreting what they’re going to say and do 

and why they’re saying and doing it.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

Right Side:  Sometimes, in our destructive thinking, we act destructively, 

damaging the relationships we so much desire.  Lord, in your mercy, forgive 

us. 

All:  For these and many other sins committed this day, we pray forgive us as we 

confess our sin.  We plead, Lord, in your mercy, forgive us.  Amen. 

 

Hymn Verse 

Thus might I hide my blushing face while his dear cross appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,  and melt away my tears. 

 

Psalm 51: 10-15 

P:  God, make a fresh start in me, shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my life. 
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C:  Don’t throw me out with the trash, or fail to breathe holiness in me. 

P:  Bring me back from gray exile, put a fresh wind in my sails!   

C:  Give me a job teaching rebels your ways so the lost can find their way home. 

P:  Commute my death sentence, God, my salvation God, and I’ll sing anthems to 

your life-giving ways. 

All:  Unbutton my lips, dear God; I’ll let loose with your praise. 

 

Hymn Verse 

But tears of grief cannot repay the debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give my myself away; It’s all that I can do. 

 

P:  Because of Jesus, his life, death, and resurrection, be assured:  All your sins are 

forgiven.  Live lives of peace.  The truth sets you free. 

C:  Amen.  We rejoice in what which is true, noble, praiseworthy.  Our sins are 

forgiven.  Restoration is ours! 

 

Anthem: “Purify My Heart” 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Isaiah 45:18-23 

GOD, Creator of the heavens—God is, remember, God.  Maker of earth—God put 
it on its foundations, built it from scratch.  God didn’t go to all that trouble to just 
leave it empty, nothing in it.  God made it to be lived in.  This GOD says:  “I 
am GOD, the one and only. 
I don’t just talk to myself or mumble under my breath.  I never told Jacob, ‘Seek 
me in emptiness, in dark nothingness.’  I am GOD. I work out in the open, saying 
what’s right, setting things right.  So gather around, come on in, all you refugees 
and castoffs.  They don’t seem to know much, do they—those who carry around 
their no-god blocks of wood, praying for help to a dead stick?  So tell me what you 
think. Look at the evidence.  Put your heads together. Make your case.  Who told 
you, and a long time ago, what’s going on here?  Who made sense of things for 
you?  Wasn’t I the one? GOD?  It had to be me. I’m the only God there is—The 
only God who does things right and knows how to help.  So turn to me and be 
helped—saved!—everyone, whoever and wherever you are.  I am GOD,  the only 
God there is, the one and only.  I promise in my own name:  Every word out of my 
mouth does what it says.  I never take back what I say. Everyone is going to end 
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up kneeling before me. Everyone is going to end up saying of me, ‘Yes! Salvation 
and strength are in GOD!’” 
 
Hymn Verse 

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown. 
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss, till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 

1 John 1: 5-10 
5 This, in essence, is the message we heard from Christ and are passing on to you: 
God is light, pure light; there’s not a trace of darkness in him.  6-7 If we claim that 
we experience a shared life with him and continue to stumble around in the dark, 
we’re obviously lying through our teeth—we’re not living what we claim. But if 
we walk in the light, God himself being the light, we also experience a shared life 
with one another, as the sacrificed blood of Jesus, God’s Son, purges all our sin. 
8-10 If we claim that we’re free of sin, we’re only fooling ourselves. A claim like that 
is errant nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit our sins—simply come clean 
about them—he won’t let us down; he’ll be true to himself. He’ll forgive our sins 
and purge us of all wrongdoing. If we claim that we’ve never sinned, we out-and-
out contradict God—make a liar out of him. A claim like that only shows off our 
ignorance of God. 
 
Hymn Verse 

My burden in thy passion, Lord, thou hast borne for me, 
For it was my transgression which brought this woe on thee. 

I cast myself before thee; Redeemer, spurn me not. 
 

John 18: 28-40 
Narrator (Pastor):28-29 They led Jesus then from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s 

palace. It was early morning. They themselves didn’t enter the palace because they 

didn’t want to be disqualified from eating the Passover. So Pilate came out to them 

and spoke. “What charge do you bring against this man?”   

People (Congregation)30 “If he hadn’t been doing something evil, do you think 

we’d be here bothering you?”   

Pilate (Lector):  “You take him. Judge him by your law.”   

People (Congregation) The Jews said, “We’re not allowed to kill anyone.”  
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Narrator (Pastor):  (This would confirm Jesus’ word indicating the way he would 

die.)33 Pilate went back into the palace and called for Jesus. He said,  

Pilate (Lector)“Are you the ‘King of the Jews’?” 

Pastor:34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you this 

about me?”   

Pilate (Lector):“Do I look like a Jew? Your people and your high priests turned you over 

to me. What did you do?” 

Narrator (Pastor):36 “My kingdom,” said Jesus, “doesn’t consist of what you see around 

you. If it did, my followers would fight so that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. 

But I’m not that kind of king, not the world’s kind of king.”   

Pilate (Lector):  “So, are you a king or not?”   

Narrator (Pastor):  Jesus answered, “You tell me. Because I am King, I was born and 

entered the world so that I could witness to the truth. Everyone who cares for truth, 

who has any feeling for the truth, recognizes my voice.”   

Pilate (Lector):  “What is truth?”   

Narrator (Pastor):  Then he went back out to the Jews and told them, “I find nothing 

wrong in this man. It’s your custom that I pardon one prisoner at Passover. Do you 

want me to pardon the ‘King of the Jews’?” 

People (Congregation):  “Not this one, but Barabbas!” 

Narrator (Pastor):  Barabbas was a Jewish freedom fighter. 

 
Hymn Verse 

The priests, with accusations, bore thee, their Lord away. 
Thou art no king of nations—thou hold’st all things in sway, 
The Governor, imploring, sought truth, yet would not see— 

The truth he was ignoring is truly found in thee. 
 

Sermon:  “A Destructive Pattern:  Negative Interpretation” 
 
Hymn Verse 

Lord, grant that through thy passion my eyes might truly see 
The selfish, loving fashion with which thou lovest me, 

That with such knowledge, growing, to those within your reach 
I might be gracious, knowing your love is shown to each. 

 
What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever!  And should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never, outlive my love for thee. 
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Be thou my Consolation, my Shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of thy passion when my last hour draws nigh. 
My eyes shall then behold thee, upon thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold thee.  Who dieth thus dies well. 
 

Prayer 
P:  Martin Luther once said, “Pray and let God worry.”  Good idea!  As we’ve 

looked at some patterns destructive to relationships, in one way or another, 
we have all seen ourselves.  Some of us may even be worried that our 
relationships have been hurt or are being hurt by our propensity to escalate, 
or invalidate, or negatively interpret. 

C:  Let’s take Luther’s advice to heart.  “Pray and let God worry.” 
P:  Lord God, this week, help us to love what we ought to love: 
C:  “Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by filling your minds and 

meditating on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, 
gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to 
praise, not things to curse.”  (Philippians 4:8) 

P:  Lord God, this week, help us to praise what delights you most, to value what is 
precious in your sight: to value one another as precious… redeemed sons and 
daughter… valuable because of Jesus. 

C:  Lord God, drive us away from that which is offensive to you.  To turn away 
from the destruction or damage done to any relationship due to escalation, 
invalidation or negative interpretation.   

P:  Lord God, this week slow us down.  Help us to see beyond what our eyes see 
and ears hear to discern with a true judgement.  So that all our conversations 
might bring you honor and glory and that our relationships might be 
testaments to your presence within us.  

C:  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P:  By hearing the truth of God’s word… a word of forgiveness and restoration—

we have been put into possession of the truth—the truth that sets us free.  
Return homeward with these truths now, and as you go,  

 May God bring order to what is disordered in your life; 
 May God bring to your minds the truth and the desire to live out that truth 
 May God bring to your conscience the law, and the power to live a holy life; 
 May God bring to your hearts the love of Jesus, his forgiveness and eternal life, 
 In the name of God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit who 

makes us holy. 

C:  Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn 

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me. 
Dies that I might live on high, lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, I am his and he is mine. 
 

O my Savior, help afford by your Spirit and your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way, 

Grace is time of need supply while I live and when I die. 
 

Postlude: “Give Me Jesus” 
 
 

 
 


