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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

First Sunday in Lent 

March 6, 2022 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Preacher:  Sandy Grant        Clarinet:  Richard MacDonald 

Acolytes:  Haden Passehl (8:00)  Charlie Gross, Cam Drogsvold (9:15) 

Lector:  Brenda Zarth (8:00)  Marti Conant (9:15) 

  Ushers: Todd Skavlen Team (8:00)   

      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to 
the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart 
and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist 
temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just 
embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of 
the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Be Thou My Vision” 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P:  In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and 

guides us in our pilgrimage. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Holy One, 
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C:  we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your 

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have 

squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our 

midst. Have mercy upon us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to 

follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our 

neighbor.  Amen. 

P:  Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God 

shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you 

under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys 

with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

C:  Amen. 

Stand 

HYMN: “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”  #326 ELW 
vs. 1:  Bless now, O God, the journey that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence, the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, the road where faith is found. 

 

vs. 2: Bless sojourners and pilgrims who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors, your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking the road where faith is found. 
 

vs. 3: Divine eternal lover, you meet us on the road. 

We wait for land of promise where milk and honey flow, 

but waiting not for places, you meet us all around. 

Our covenant is written on roads, as faith is found. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

LITANY 
P:  The word is near you. 
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C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard. 
C:  and what is heard come through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”  #857 ELW 

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life.  I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way,  
from the earth to the cross my debt to pay, 

from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;  
Lord, I lift you name on high. 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them  

      to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may  

      walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone  

      can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  

      you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “How Can I Keep from Singing” 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Deuteronomy 26:1-1126 (8:00) 
1-5 Once you enter the land that GOD, your God, is giving you as an inheritance and 
take it over and settle down, you are to take some of all the firstfruits of what you 
grow in the land that GOD, your God, is giving you, put them in a basket and go to 
the place GOD, your God, sets apart for you to worship him. At that time, go to the 
priest who is there and say, “I announce to GOD, your God, today that I have 
entered the land that GOD promised our ancestors that he’d give to us.” The priest 
will take the basket from you and place it on the Altar of GOD, your God. And 
there in the Presence of GOD, your God, you will recite: 5-10   A wandering Aramean 
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was my father, he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, he and just a handful 
of his brothers at first, but soon they became a great nation, mighty and many. 
The Egyptians abused and battered us, in a cruel and savage slavery. We cried out 
to GOD, the God-of-Our-Fathers: He listened to our voice, he saw our destitution, 
our trouble, our cruel plight. And GOD took us out of Egypt with his strong hand 
and long arm, terrible and great, with signs and miracle-wonders. And he brought 
us to this place,  gave us this land flowing with milk and honey. So here I am. I’ve 
brought the firstfruits of what I’ve grown on this ground you gave me, O GOD. 10-

11 Then place it in the Presence of GOD, your God. Bow low in the Presence of GOD, 
your God. And rejoice! Celebrate all the good things that GOD, your God, has given 
you and your family; you and the Levite and the foreigner who lives with you. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Listen God is Calling” #513 ELW 
                 Refrain:  (Listen,) listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.  

(Listen,) listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 

Stand (9:15) 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 4:1-13 (9:15) 
4 1-2 Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 
the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate 
nothing during those days, and when the time was up he was hungry. 3 The Devil, 
playing on his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son, command this 
stone to turn into a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It 
takes more than bread to really live.” 5-7 For the second test he led him up and 
spread out all the kingdoms of the earth on display at once. Then the Devil said, 
“They’re yours in all their splendor to serve your pleasure. I’m in charge of them 
all and can turn them over to whomever I wish. Worship me and they’re yours, 
the whole works.” 8 Jesus refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy: 
“Worship the Lord your God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute 
single-heartedness.” 9-11 For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put 
him on top of the Temple. He said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t 
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it, that ‘he has placed you in the care of angels to protect you; they will catch you; 
you won’t so much as stub your toe on a stone’?” 12 “Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s 
also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord your God.’” 
13 That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, lying in wait for 
another opportunity. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN: “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”  #325 ELW 

vs. 1: I want Jesus to walk with me; 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

all along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

vs. 2: In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

vs. 3: When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
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 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the  
      world, and all who are in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your  
      people learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who  
      are tempted to believe lies about themselves or others.  Merciful God. 
 
P:  We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and a 
      plant and animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers  
      who work the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Merciful God, 
C:  Oh Lord Kumbaya 
P:  We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government 
      officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion  
      to deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us.  
      Merciful God, 
C:  Oh Lord Kumbaya 
P:  We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or  
      contending with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia.  
      Command your angels concerning all who are sick. Merciful God, 
C:  Oh Lord Kumbaya 
P:  We pray for this assembly. Bless those who bake bread and prepare the table  
      for our communion celebration. Accompany those who share the bounty of  
      this meal with those who are homebound or hospitalized. Merciful God, 
C:  Oh Lord Kumbaya 
P:  We give thanks for those who have died. Gather them with all the saints into  
      your heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all who call  
      upon your name are saved. Merciful God, 
C:  Oh Lord Kumbaya 
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P:  Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake  
     of Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
(Sit) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those  
           who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
            forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled. The body of Christ  

     given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the  

      bread of life. Now send forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 

C:  Amen 

Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
 
BLESSING 
P:  You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened 

for the journey. Almighty, God, motherly majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you 

this day and always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Guide My Feet” 

vs. 1: Guide my feet while I run this race. 

Guide my feet while I run this race. 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

for I don't want to run this race in vain. 

 

vs. 2:  Hold my hand while I run this race. 

Hold my hand while I run this race. 

Hold my hand while I run this race, 

for I don't want to run this race in vain. 

 

vs. 4: I'm your child while I run this race. 

I'm your child while I run this race. 

I'm your child while I run this race, 

for I don't want to run this race in vain. 

 

POSTLUDE:  “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”  Doane/Carlson 


