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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

February 20, 2022 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Kristie Halverson Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Lector: Bob Kluge (8:00)   Marti Conant (9:15) 

Ushers: Jeffrey Morgan’s Team (8:00)  David Olson, Mya Sehmer (9:15) 

      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The 
Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what 
is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having 
put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory 
revealed in Christ. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us and calls 

us by name. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 
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We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept 

our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left 

undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead 

us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect 

your love for all creation. Amen. 

P:  Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and 

inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C:  Amen. 

Stand 

HYMN: “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”  #835 ELW vs. 1,4,6 

vs. 1: All creatures, worship God most high! 

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 

sing, sister moon and stars of night: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

: 

vs. 4: All who for love of God forgive, 

all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ bears your burdens and your fears; 

still make your song amid the tears: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

vs. 6: O sisters, brothers, take your part, 

and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

All creatures, bless the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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LITANY 
P:  In the beginning was the Word, 
C:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
P:  In the Word was life, 
C:  and the life was the light of all people. 
P:  The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
C:  and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord”  #875 ELW  

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! (Sing 2 times) 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!  (Sing 4 times) 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred,  

      we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair,  

      hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand,  

      and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy  

      Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “For Everyone Born” Tracy Becker, Viola 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 (8:00 a.m. only) 
3 Joseph spoke to his brothers: “I am Joseph. Is my father really still alive?” But his 
brothers couldn’t say a word. They were speechless—they couldn’t believe what 
they were hearing and seeing. 4-8 “Come closer to me,” Joseph said to his 
brothers. They came closer. “I am Joseph your brother whom you sold into Egypt. 
But don’t feel badly, don’t blame yourselves for selling me. God was behind it. 
God sent me here ahead of you to save lives. There has been a famine in the land 
now for two years; the famine will continue for five more years—neither plowing 
nor harvesting. God sent me on ahead to pave the way and make sure there was a 
remnant in the land, to save your lives in an amazing act of deliverance. So you 
see, it wasn’t you who sent me here but God. He set me in place as a father to 
Pharaoh, put me in charge of his personal affairs, and made me ruler of all Egypt. 
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9-11 “Hurry back to my father. Tell him, ‘Your son Joseph says: I’m master of all of 
Egypt. Come as fast as you can and join me here. I’ll give you a place to live in 
Goshen where you’ll be close to me—you, your children, your grandchildren, your 
flocks, your herds, and anything else you can think of. I’ll take care of you there 
completely. There are still five more years of famine ahead; I’ll make sure all your 
needs are taken care of, you and everyone connected with you—you won’t want 
for a thing.’ 15 He then kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Only then were his 

brothers able to talk with him. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Spirit of the Living God”  (8:00 a.m. only) 

Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me, 
Spirit of the living god, fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to the Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
Stand (9:15) 
GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38 (Marti Conant 9:15) 
27-30 “To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them 
bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, 
respond with the supple moves of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you in 
the face, stand there and take it. If someone grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best 
coat and make a present of it. If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the 
occasion to practice the servant life. No more payback. Live generously. 
31-34 “Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want 
people to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love 
the lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If 
you only help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners 
do that. If you only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s 
charity? The stingiest of pawnbrokers does that. 35-36 “I tell you, love your 
enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You’ll never—I promise—
regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Father lives toward us, 
generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst. Our Father is kind; you 
be kind. 37-38 “Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—
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unless, of course, you want the same treatment. Don’t condemn those who are 
down; that hardness can boomerang. Be easy on people; you’ll find life a lot 
easier. Give away your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given back—
given back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity 
begets generosity.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (9:15 a.m.) 

SERMON 

Stand 

HYMN: “Build a Longer Table” 

vs. 1: Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 

feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 

Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 

Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 

 

vs. 2: Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 

where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 

For any place where justice is denied, 

Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 

 

vs. 3: Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence. 

Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 

When we embrace compassion more than fear, 

Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to  
      pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church  
      to follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us 
      to show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless  
      farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather  
      for planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard 
      against famine and disease. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace.  
      Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political  
      prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and  
      pursue nonviolence. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend  
      broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness.  
      Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits are troubled. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to  
      resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and  
      sizes, and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom.  
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      As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by  
      the promise of resurrection. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of  
      our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
  
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. The body of  

    Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
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P:  We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of  

      your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim our favor to all,  

      strengthen with the richness of your grace in our Son, Jesus Chrit. 

C:  Amen 

 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”  #325 ELW vs. 1,2,3 

vs. 1: I want Jesus to walk with me; 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

all along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

vs. 2: In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

vs. 3: When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
                                    


