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On January 6th the church celebrates the arrival of the Wiseman to          
Bethlehem.  That may be news to some of us.  Many of us grew up with    
angels, shepherds and Wiseman all showing up at the manger on Christmas 
Eve.  And here is even more surprising news, the Wiseman probably 
showed up months after Jesus’ birth.  They saw the star the night he was 
born, realized what its appearance meant, made plans to seek out the king 
whose birth it announced, packed their equipment – no small feat when you 
are traveling in comfort, and set out for Bethlehem.  I’m assuming, at a     
reasonable pace.  Until they met Herod, they had no reason to fear that the 
child’s life was in any danger. 
Where the star led them was a surprise to them.  No doubt they expected 
the king to be found in a palace.  Isn’t that where kings are usually born.  
That explains their encounter with Herod.  They went to Jerusalem first.  But 
instead they found him in the small village of Bethlehem in the simple home 
of a lower class couple.  I can’t say “peasant” because Joseph had a skill, 
he was a carpenter.  Over 90% of Judah’s population was either lower class 
or peasants when Jesus was born.   
The focus of Epiphany is God revealing God’s self to the world.  Jesus’ birth 
tells us that it is not where we “expect” it.  God throughout the Old            
Testament acts in ways God’s people could not imagine or “expect” so why 
would God act any differently when God comes into the world to dwell 
among us.  For that matter, why would God act any differently 2000 years 
later.  The Season of Epiphany asks us to open our eyes and see God in 
our world today, but expect the unexpected.   

The Season of Epiphany 
By Pastor Paula  Geister-Jones 
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Worship in January 
 
On Sunday, January 2 we have one worship service at 9:00 a.m.  Our normal worship       
schedule changes the second Sunday in January, January 9.  We will have traditional worship 
at 8:00 a.m. and Worship Lite at 9:15 a.m. with Sunday school at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, January 2: Worship with Holy Communion 
The Wiseman do not officially arrive in Bethlehem until Epiphany on January 6th.   We will be 
celebrating this event early. 
 
Sunday, January 9:  The Baptism of Our Lord 
We will celebrate not only Jesus’ baptism, but our own on this day.  We are looking for a fun 
way for all of us to get a little wet. 
 
Sunday, January 16:  Worship with Holy Communion 
In the gospel reading Jesus turns water into wine at the wedding in Cana.  Wine is often times 
seen as a symbol for life in the Old Testament.  The message of this first of Jesus’ signs is   
obvious, Jesus has come to give us life, life overflowing, life abundant. 
 
Sunday, January 23:  Worship 
In the gospel reading Jesus returns to his hometown to begin his public ministry.  The men in 
the synagogue are simply amazed.  “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” They ask. 
 
Sunday, January 30:  Worship 
In the gospel reading from Luke Jesus’ hometown isn’t too pleased when he reminds them that 
God’s mercy is extended to those they regard are outsiders.  
In Worship Lite we will take a look at the Confession and Forgiveness and it’s place in our   
worship.     

Congregational Meeting – Sunday,  
January 30

th 

 
A five-to-ten-minute meeting will be held in the café between the 
8:00 and 9:15 a.m. services.  Members will be asked to vote on the 
2022 church budget.  Please pick up your copies of the budget and 
the 2021 Annual Report from the counter in the narthex starting on 
Sunday, January 16th. 



Christ Lutheran Church                                                                                                                Page 3 

Stewardship Update for 2022 
 
120 families have pledged towards operational expenses for a total of $359,364 and 41        
towards the mortgage for a total of $19,358.  That is a few less people than pledged last year 
(125) but the total is more than the congregation has ever given by about $60,000.  The   
Stewardship Committee and the Church Council thank you for your generous response.   
The Stock Market did well this past year.  The CLC Endowment Foundation Board has told us 
that this year we will have a little over $162,000 to distribute on CLC programing and           
benevolence.  This coming year the congregation will be able to be generous as well.   
 

Annual Meeting Scheduled for Sunday, January 30. 
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 30 at 9:00 a.m., between the 8:00 a.m. 
and 9:15 a.m. Worship Service.  The only item on the agenda for this meeting is the passing 
of the church budget. 

End of the Year Giving, all gifts must be post-
marked by December 31, 2021 to be included in this 
year’s giving! 

Christ In Our Home,” daily devotional booklets large and small print for        
January, February and March are available.  



 By Roger Slack 
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 What do you suppose it was like being a disciple of Jesus? For the most part they did a 
lot of listening and watching. We read in the Bible about the feeding of the 5000 and the 4000, 
that they were His hands to distribute the bread and fish and then pick up the excess food that 
was way too much. I am sure that was just one of the many times that left them all wondering; 
“How did He do that?” They did not realize at the time that they were becoming witnesses of 
what Jesus, through God’s power, could do and these incidents in their lives were what they 
would one day share with strangers they would meet in their travels.  
 
We sometimes forget that there were more than just 12 disciples. Fairly early in Jesus’          
ministry, Jesus gave power and authority to 70 disciples to heal the sick and even cast out     
demons as He sent them out to the outlying villages to witness that the Kingdom of God was 
here. That would have been a “high” I could not imagine. Their feet wouldn’t have been touch-
ing the ground the whole way back. They began to realize that the people who came to Jesus 
and the people they were able to help, were people at their wits ends and were willing to admit 
they needed help. The disciples were able to see Jesus always willing to heal and help, to 
teach and give understanding to anyone that wanted to understand.  
 
The frustration He suffered was with some of the Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodian's and      
Jewish leaders. Some of these were people that were self confident in their life positions and 
felt no need for God’s forgiveness. They were doing just fine according to their scorecard, 
 
 We are called to be Christ’s disciples today and many of us, myself included, feel         

inadequate for the task. That is something we need to grow into just like the original disciples 

did as they saw what Jesus did day after day right in front of them for three years. This didn’t 

happen overnight. How do we do it today? Spend time reading the Gospels and see what      

Jesus did, for yourself. It’s a whole lot easier to trust someone you know than a stranger. 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Another Possibility for Mission Trip 2022 
 
Nina and Pastor Paula are rethinking the mission trip for this summer.  Right 
now we have plans to go to Jamaica the last week in June – June 28 - July 5.  
With Covid-19 still raging we are wondering if that is such a good idea to travel 
outside the country.  Plus we forgot about the Stoughton Fair.  That is an        
institution in Stoughton and its dates are June 29 – July 4.  The dates we are 
looking at are Saturday/Sunday, July 9/10 – Saturday/Sunday July 16/17.  We 
are wondering if more youth and adults would participate in this coming year’s 
mission trip if we plan a trip to Kentucky to help with the devastation that last 

week’s tornado caused to that area.  The plan would be to rent vehicles and drive down.  It is 
about the same distance as between Stoughton and the BWCA, a little over 500 miles.  We 
can do it in one day.  We would work four days and then check out the area.  One thing nearby 
to see is Mammoth Cave National Park, the Louisville Slugger Museum and Factory and the 
home of Country Music, Nashville, Tennessee.  Our accommodations would probably be a 
combination of hotels and camping.  Right now I am trying to contact Saint Bernard’s Project 
and the Good Samaritan Project. 
We realize that many of our youth were not even born when the church burnt down and a day 
later a tornado hit Stoughton in 2005, but those of us who were remember the help and        
support given our community in the weeks that followed.  We are hoping to do the same.  Our 
congregation will be donating what is unspent of 2021’s Foundation monies to Lutheran             
Disaster Response to help out those devastated in the five state area.  That could amount to a 
little over $6,000.   

Garage Sale  Friday March 12th and Saturday March 13th  
 
Yes, the Youth are going to move forward on a Garage Sale/Bake 
Sale/Silent Auction in March.  People have spent the time we 
couldn’t go anywhere or do anything due to Covid-19 going through 
their stuff and deciding what they need and what they need to pass 
onto someone else.  We don’t have a large group signed up yet for 
the mission trip so we will need help from congregational members 
to make this possible.  I know some of you have skills when it 
comes to Garage Sales.  As the time grows closer there will be 
sign-up sheet placed on the information desk in the narthex.   

November and December Bake Sale a Success 
 
Thank you to the Lefse Crew for the Lefse, Nancy Holzhuter for the       
Almond Cakes, Carolyn Hanson, Patsy Day and Nancy Holzhuter for the 
Rosettes, Sandy Grant for the Krumkake, Nina Milbauer for the Fudge, 
Arnie Anderson for the Fatima, Pastor Paula for the Swedish Rye, Shana 
Link and Audra Dalsoren for the canned jams and the youth and their     
parents for all the meatballs and other items sold as part of the Bake Sale. 
We would also like to thank those who used their Thrivent Seed Action 
Grants to subsidize the cost of the Bake Sale.  It definitely increases our 
profit. 
 
And a BIG thank you to all who placed orders.  We could not have done it without you.  We 
appreciate your support!!!   
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Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 2022 
Monday, July 25 – July 31 

Youth in Grades 7-12 and ALL INTERESTED ADULTS     
Cost:  $350       $250 after $100 campership 

    
   We are back to our normal routine.  The trip is in late July.  We will be home before the    
football season starts.   
   As always, to keep our costs down, we pack out our own food and tents and provide as 
many of our own Duluth packs as possible.  We have 15 Duluth Packs.  The Outfitter provides 
the canoes, paddles, life jackets, a few Duluth packs, bunkhouse accommodations for        
Monday, July 25, breakfast the following morning and a shower when we come off trails.  We 
come off trails the morning of Sunday, July 31, shower and head home.  We usually arrive 
home about 10:00 p.m.  For youth who can drive, parents may want to leave a car in the 
church parking lot.  We have permits for Seagull Lake and one for Sag.  One group at least 
will focus on fishing, the other on seeing just how far they can go.  Brad Milbauer has agreed 
to lead the fisher people.  Pastor Paula and Lori Moll will lead the other.      
   We leave early Monday, July 25.  By early I mean at 6:00 a.m.  That means you need to be 
at the church by 5:30 a.m. to pack. Why so early?  We have 500 miles to travel.  Bring food to 
snack on in the vehicles.  We  stop at Duluth harbor for lunch.  Bring a packed lunch if you 
like, but food can be purchased there.  In Grand Marais we have supper at Sven and Ole’s 
pizza before we head up the Gunflint trail and Voyageur Outfitters.  That cost is part of the 
trip.   
   What do you do in the Boundary Waters?  You paddle, portage, cook your meals over an 
open fire, swim, fish, enjoy the wilderness and the people you are with.  Bring a book to read 
and some small portable games.  We come off the water between 7 - 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
shower, pack up and leave for home.  The cost of the trip also covers breakfast/lunch at the 
Mid Trail Cafe about 30 miles south of the Outfitters. Once you have signed up, I will share 
with you a list of items that you will need to pack out.   
 
—————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE BWCA TRIP    JULY 25- JULY 31 
Please include a $50 check written to CLC Youth 

 

Name______________________________________________________ 
Address ____________________________________________________ phone # 
_________________ e-mail address ____________________________________________________     
 
My child has my permission to participate in the Boundary Waters Canoe Trip. 
Parent or Guardian Signature ________________________________ 
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     We are going to be trying something new starting in January.  So when 
we return to Sunday school on January 9th we will have a new schedule.  
We will have the Worship Lite service at 9:15 AM and we will have Sunday 
school at 10:00 AM.  
  
     This is how it will work.  Once services are over we ask that the Sunday 
school students remain in the sanctuary.  We will have a large group opening 
which is about a 5 to 10 minute mini-lesson to introduce the main idea of that 

week’s lesson.  This way the entire Sunday school can have time to learn as a group before 
they go into their individual lessons.  Following the mini-lesson all of the kids will sing a theme 
related Sunday school song with Linda Kunz, Kyla Betts or Kathy Mohs.  
 
Look for our new articles starting next month where we interview our Sunday school students 
to find out what they think about Sunday school and what they like the most about it.  It will     
feature a couple of kids each month.  If your child would like to participate you can contact me 
at:  
 
JennyH@clcstoughton.org or call 1-(608) 873-9353 during normal business hours: Tuesday 
through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  

Hailee Kellnhofer has taught our 5th grade class as part of a 
team for the last two years.  She shares teaching responsibilities 
with Lauren Model.  Hailee really enjoys teaching the kids and 
she likes learning right along with them.  She said that “the 
learning comes along with the teaching.”  When she is teaching 
she hopes that her students learn something new and that they 
have fun.  She understands that the kids need both to make 
Sunday school a place they want to come back to each week.  
 
Hailee likes to be in the outdoors where she does a lot of out-
door activities and she enjoys practicing sports.  This year she 
went out for the tennis team for the first time.   She also has    
become one of the Stoughton High School’s Wrestling Team 
Managers. She really enjoys helping out and working with her 
fellow managers.  
 
Her favorite foods are steak and any type of berries.  Her         
favorite children’s books are from the Junie B. Jones series.  
 
She has been a wonderful addition to our Sunday school staff. 
She is always in early to prepare for class and she is so good at 
engaging her older students in learning.  
  
If you see Hailee please thank her for all of her hard work and 
for helping educate our church family Youth.  
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Asia  (Wiseman), Quinlan (Wiseman) and 
Lucas (Narrator/Townsperson) were three 
of our readers for this year’s program 

Kai (The Donkey), Slayton (Joseph) and Amber 
(Mary) holding baby Jesus complete our Manger 
scene.   

Joseph leads Mary and the Donkey        
on the road to Bethlehem. 

Libby and Evey  our Christmas              
Program Acolytes having fun         
playing  animals in our                 
manager scene. 

Our first and second graders singing as angels and shepherds. 

Our wonderful Sunday school  kids with the staff and helpers. 
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A contingent of ladies from the Elizabeth Circle descended on the Stoughton Country Club 
on Tuesday, December 14 in celebration of friendship, fellowship and food! Traditionally, the 
Circle donates to several charitable organizations in December, and this year was no          
exception. Despite the challenges that COVID presented, and the fact that Elizabeth Circle 
only began in-person gatherings this past September,  members faithfully mailed monthly 
offerings to treasurer Ann Nelson, thereby still being able to fulfill our commitment to          
missionary sponsorship, and donations to several area non-profit organizations. In light of 
the recent devastation caused by the record-breaking tornados in the South, the Elizabeth 
Circle also has made a sizable donation to Samaritan’s Purse, in support of their work to     
assist people in need in the areas affected by this natural disaster. 
 
Seated: Sandra Maerz, Ann Nelson, Carolyn Slaney. Standing: Diane Matson, Sharon     
Manson, Karen Benson, Nancy Holzheuter, Sue Weum, Barb Entwistle, Sue Walls 

   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 

Dave Erdman dressed in his birthday hat 
listening to the story of Jesus’ birth. Students listening to the story of Jesus’ 

birth and then walking each step of the 
journey. 

Remy and another student decorating their 
Christmas cookies to celebrate Jesus’ 
Birthday.  



Stoughton Food Pantry Drive 
It’s that time of year again, that time of year when Christ          
Lutheran does it’s best to collect three tons of food items for the 
Stoughton Food Pantry.  That happens the Sundays in January 
and February  before Fat Tuesday and the beginning of Lent on 
Ash Wednesday.  Fat Tuesday is March 1st this year.  That 
means we have 9 Sundays, beginning January 2nd to meet our 
goal. 
 

The Food Pantry is collecting food items this year.  They no longer have to quarantine items 
donated.  They have a need for paper bags, paper towels, coffee, Kleenex  and toilet paper.  
Those are all pretty “light weight items.”  Cash is also good.  With the cash they can purchase 
the items needed when the need arises and $1 equals 1 pound.     

Afghan Refugee Resettlement through Lutheran 
Social Services of  Wisconsin and Upper         
Michigan  
 
In August, Christ Lutheran collected $200 - $300 
worth of clothing for the Salvation Army helping out 
the Afghan refugees at Fort McCoy and  $400 - $500 
worth of household items for Jewish Social Services 
who is resettling Afghan Refugees in Madison.  Your 
response to the Afghan refugees was generous, but 
the need will continue. 
 
On Tuesday evening, November 16th Jen Hoffman 

and Pastor Paula sat in on a LSS Webinar with the South Central Synod of Wisconsin.  They 
are working on settling 100 Afghan refugees in the Milwaukee area before the end of the year 
and 200 or more in 2022.  These people have already been through the health screening and 
security checks needed before they can be settled in communities and begin their new lives.  
LSS is settling people in Milwaukee instead of in Madison simply because of the high cost of 
housing in the Madison area.  What can we do from Stoughton?  What is needed now?  LSS 
suggested gift cards for Walmart or  Target or donations of cash so that the staff of CLC can 
purchase these gift cards.  Many of the Afghan’s fled their country with only the clothes on 
their backs and are not prepared for the Wisconsin winter.  With a gift card they can purchase 
the clothes they need in the proper size.  If you have a woman’s coat to donate, please make 
them small or medium.  LSS also needs donations to help cover the cost of setting people up 
in apartments and purchasing food.  The government does give each refugee a one-time mon-
etary gift of $1200, but that does not go far.   
 
There is one more thing we could do.  If the congregation wants to, we could volunteer to set 
up an apartment for a family.  That would mean furniture and household goods.  We could turn 
it into a mini-mission trip with a caravan of cars and trucks driving to Milwaukee to clean the 
apartment and move in the items.  Our efforts would proclaim loud and clear when the family 
walk through the door the first time “WELCOME”! 
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                         Memorials 
  
In Memory of:                                From: 
Sonja Horner    Eddie & Gayle Dyreson 
Sonja Horner    Richard & Sandy BonDurant 
Sonja Horner    Mary Jo Iverson 
Sonja Horner    Ann Nelson 
Sonja Horner    Doug & Pat Peterson 
Sonja Horner    Family & Friends 
Sonja Horner    David & Carol Skavlen 
Max Kapfer    Family & Friends 
 
 
                        Endowment Foundation 
 
In Memory of:   From: 
Sonja Horner   Roger & Joyce Utermark 

Baptisms 
December 19 – McKinley Summer Stone 
and Croix Richard Stone, children of      
Michael and Ashley Stone.   

The family of Jan Sorenson is asking  
friends and congregation members  to 
save the date on your calendars to join 
the family in a Celebration of  life for Jan 
that will be held here on January 29th.  
The time will be announced in church and 
on the Church’s Facebook page once the 
details are finalized.   



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  

 

2  C or i n t h ia ns  5 : 20  

Christ Lutheran Church 

700 County Road B 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

Jenny Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator  

 

Phone: 608.873.9353 

Fax: 608.873.3949 

Email:  pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org 

            JennyH@clcstoughton.org  

            office@clcstoughton.org 

 

CLC Website:  www.clcstoughton.org 

 

Staff: 

Gloria Hayne, Office Administrator  

Eileen Klinzing, Financial Secretary 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #119 
STOUGHTON, WI 


