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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Epiphany 

January 2, 2022 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Lector: David Selbo     Ushers:  Todd Skavlen’s Team 

      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 
 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a 
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and 
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the 
star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children 
of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to 
be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all 
people. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “The First Noel of Peace” 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who sends the world with angels, who 

is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C:  Amen 

P:  In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Holy God, 

C:  We confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but 



 

2 
 

slow to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in 

the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that 

all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us.  Amen. 

P:  I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in  

      the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven  

     and you are clothed in peace. 

C:  Amen 

Stand 

HYMN: “What Child is This?” #296 ELW 
 vs. 1:  What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

vs. 2: Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

vs. 3: So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

LITANY 
P:  In the beginning was the Word, 
C:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
P:  In the Word was life, 
C:  and the life was the light of all people. 
P:  The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
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C:  and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Love Has Come”  #292 ELW 

Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises: 

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a  

      star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at  

      last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

      who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 
 
ANTHEM:  “King of Kings” by Gallina 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
1-7 “Get out of bed, Jerusalem! Wake up. Put your face in the sunlight. GOD’s bright 
glory has risen for you.  The whole earth is wrapped in darkness, all people sunk in 
deep darkness, But GOD rises on you, his sunrise glory breaks over you. Nations 
will come to your light, kings to your sunburst brightness. Look up! Look around! 
Watch as they gather, watch as they approach you: Your sons coming from great 
distances, your daughters carried by their nannies. When you see them coming 
you’ll smile—big smiles! Your heart will swell and, yes, burst! All those people 
returning by sea for the reunion, a rich harvest of exiles gathered in from the 
nations! And then streams of camel caravans as far as the eye can see, young 
camels of nomads in Midian and Ephah, Pouring in from the south from Sheba, 
loaded with gold and frankincense, preaching the praises of GOD. And yes, a great 
roundup of flocks from the nomads in Kedar and Nebaioth, Welcome gifts for 
worship at my altar as I bathe my glorious Temple in splendor. 
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L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Refrain Only 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 2nd Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
1-2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem village, Judah territory—this was during 
Herod’s kingship—a band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East. They 
asked around, “Where can we find and pay homage to the newborn King of the 
Jews? We observed a star in the eastern sky that signaled his birth. We’re on 
pilgrimage to worship him.” 3-4 When word of their inquiry got to Herod, he was 
terrified—and not Herod alone, but most of Jerusalem as well. Herod lost no 
time. He gathered all the high priests and religion scholars in the city together and 
asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” 5-6 They told him, 
Bethlehem, Judah territory. The prophet Micah wrote it plainly: It’s you, 
Bethlehem, in Judah’s land, no longer bringing up the rear. From you will come 
the leader who will shepherd-rule my people, my Israel.” 7-8 Herod then arranged 
a secret meeting with the scholars from the East. Pretending to be as devout as 
they were, he got them to tell him exactly when the birth-announcement star 
appeared. Then he told them the prophecy about Bethlehem, and said, “Go find 
this child. Leave no stone unturned. As soon as you find him, send word and I’ll 
join you at once in your worship.” 9-10 Instructed by the king, they set off. Then the 
star appeared again, the same star they had seen in the eastern skies. It led them 
on until it hovered over the place of the child. They could hardly contain 
themselves: They were in the right place! They had arrived at the right time! 
11 They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his mother. 
Overcome, they kneeled and worshiped him.  Then they opened their luggage and 
presented gifts: gold, frankincense, myrrh.12 In a dream, they were warned not to 
report back to Herod. So they worked out another route, left the territory without 
being seen, and returned to their own country. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
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C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN: “The First Noel”  #300 ELW vs 1, 3-5 

vs. 1:  The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

                                      Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

vs. 3: And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 

 

vs. 4: This star drew near to the northwest, 

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 

 

vs. 5: Then entered in those wise men three, 

full rev'rently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  Refrain 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and  
     space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A Brief Silence 

P:  God of wanderers, you sent the magi from afar to witness the mystery and  
      majesty of your birth. Send us into the world with your will in our hearts and  
      on our lips. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  You created heaven and earth. Through your Spirit send your all-encompassing  
      love over the cosmos. Bless the stars that guide our way and the night sky that  
      invites the earth into slumber. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  You sent the magi to follow the star into an uncertain future. May all leaders  
      and peoples seek your face, especially when paths are not clear, conflicts rage,  
      tyrants oppress, and fear abounds. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  You sent your Spirit to dwell with Paul in prison. Send your Spirit to those who  
      are imprisoned and enslaved. Give courage and wisdom for building roads that  
      lead to justice and freedom. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  You sent the holy family to seek safety in a new land. Protect all who make  
      similar journeys. Send your guiding Spirit to asylum seekers, refugees, and all  
      who journey toward safety. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Your glory is shown to the saints. We give thanks for those whose earthly  
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      journey has ended and now dwell with you forever. Give us signs of your  
      continual presence until that day when we arise in you. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to 
      you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our  
      Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.  

    The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting. 



 

8 
 

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread  

     and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your  

     love with all the world.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 C:  Amen 

Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus the word 

made flesh. 

C:  Amen. 

 
P:  Go in peace.  Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SENDING HYMN:  “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” #313 ELW 

vs. 1:  O Lord, now let your servant depart in heav’nly peace, 
for I have seen the glory of your redeeming grace: 

a light to lead the nations unto your holy hill, 
the glory of your people, your chosen Israel. 

 

vs 2: Then grant that I may follow your gleam, O glorious Light, 

till earthly shadows scatter, and faith is changed to sight; 

till raptured saints shall gather upon that shining shore, 

where Christ, the blessed daystar, shall light them evermore. 

 
POSTLUDE: “As With Gladness Men of Old” Kocher/Organ 

 

 
 
 


