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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 23, 2022 

 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Lector:  Bob Kluge (8:00)  Brenda Skaar (9:15) 

Acolytes:  Cara Link (8:00)  Charlie Gross, Cam Drogsvold (9:15) 

Ushers: Sue Walls, Team (8:00)  Nelson Kuhls, Karn Vike (9:15) 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. 
People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is 
another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are 
fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory 
of God. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  Wyeth/Kosche 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us and calls 

us by name. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Most merciful God, 
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C:  we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We 

have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 

We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept 

our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left 

undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead 

us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect 

your love for all creation. Amen. 

P:  Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are 

descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and 

inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #886 ELW vs. 1,2,3,4,6 

vs. 1: Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 

 

vs. 2: My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 

 

vs. 3: The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease, 

sings music in the sinner's ears, brings life and health and peace. 
 

vs. 4: He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, new life the dead receive; 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
 

6 To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever giv'n 

by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav'n. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  In the beginning was the Word, 
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C:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
P:  In the Word was life, 
C:  and the life was the light of all people. 
P:  The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
C:  and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  #836 ELW vs. 1 & 2 

vs. 1: Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

fill us with the light of day. 

 

vs. 2: All thy works with joy surround thee, 

earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee, 

center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

call us to rejoice in thee. 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the  

      nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark,  

      learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may  

      embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son,  

      Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sit 

ANTHEM:  “The Lord is the Strength of My Life” 
 
FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 8-10  (8:00 a.m.) 

By the time the seventh month arrived, the People of Israel were settled in their 
towns. Then all the people gathered as one person in the town square in front of 
the Water Gate and asked the scholar Ezra to bring the Book of The Revelation of 
Moses that GOD had commanded for Israel. 2-3 So Ezra the priest brought The 
Revelation to the congregation, which was made up of both men and women—
everyone capable of understanding. It was the first day of the seventh month. He 
read it facing the town square at the Water Gate from early dawn until noon in 
the hearing of the men and women, all who could understand it. And all the 
people listened—they were all ears—to the Book of The Revelation. 7-8 Jeshua, 
Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 
Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah, all Levites, explained The Revelation while people 
stood, listening respectfully. They translated the Book of The Revelation of God so 
the people could understand it and then explained the reading. 9 Nehemiah the 
governor, along with Ezra the priest and scholar and the Levites who were 
teaching the people, said to all the people, “This day is holy to GOD, your God. 
Don’t weep and carry on.” They said this because all the people were weeping as 
they heard the words of The Revelation. 10 He continued, “Go home and prepare a 
feast, holiday food and drink; and share it with those who don’t have anything: 
This day is holy to God. Don’t feel bad. The joy of GOD is your strength!” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “As We Gather at Your Table”  #522 ELW vs.1 

vs. 1:  As we gather at your table, 
as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence; 

let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story 

till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet 

how to make Love's vict'ry known. 

The Gospel is announced… 
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21 
 Jesus returned to Galilee powerful in the Spirit. News that he was back spread 
through the countryside. He taught in their meeting places to everyone’s acclaim 
and pleasure. 16-21 He came to Nazareth where he had been raised. As he always 
did on the Sabbath, he went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he 
was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the 
place where it was written, God’s Spirit is on me;  he’s chosen me to preach the 
Message of good news to the poor, sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set the burdened and battered free, to 
announce, “This is God’s time to shine!” He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to 
the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the place was on him, intent. Then he 
started in, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just now in this 
place.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (10:30 a.m.) 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “I Love to Tell the Story”  #661 ELW vs. 1 & 2 

vs. 1: I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it's true; 

it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 

 

Refrain:  I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

 

vs. 2: I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat 

what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet! 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

the message of salvation from God's own holy word.  Refrain 
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 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to  

      pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A Brief Silence 
P:  You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through  

      the faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good  

      news to all people. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and  
     beautiful bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales,  
     and every creature in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of  
     grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P:  You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our  
      society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease  
      conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for  
      people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or  
      those living under oppression. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this 
      congregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person  
      who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation  
      has now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together in your  
      everlasting glory. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P:  Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of  
     our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
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BLESSING 
P:  God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and 

who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” #843 ELW vs. 1 & 3 

vs. 1: Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

with a liberating light; 

praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 

turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the gospel, 

healing ev'ry dread disease, 

calming storms and feeding thousands 

with the very bread of peace. 

 

vs. 3: Praise the one true love incarnate: 

Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose for many 

that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the one redeeming glory; 

        praise the One who makes us one. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Song of Praise”  Jennings/Farlee 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                     


