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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

December 26, 2021 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Guest Preacher:  Sophie Geister-Jones 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Acolyte:  Parker Sellnow     Lector:  Sue Weum     Ushers: Sue Walls Team 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 
 

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both 
in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and 
humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival 
continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Love Came Down at Christmas”  set by Krapf 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who sends the world with angels, who 

is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 

C:  Amen 

P:  In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Holy God, 

C:  We confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. 

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but 

slow to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in 
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the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that 

all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us.  Amen. 

P:  I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in  

      the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven  
     and you are clothed in peace. 
C:  Amen 
Stand 
HYMN: “As with Gladness Men of Old”  #ELW 302  vs. 1-3 

vs. 1: As with gladness men of old  

did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light,  

leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, most gracious Lord,  

may we evermore be led by thee. 

 

vs. 2: As with joyful steps they sped,  

Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

there to bend the knee before thee,  

whom heav'n and earth adore; 

so may we with willing feet  

ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 
vs. 3: As they offered gifts most rare  

at thy cradle, rude and bare, 

so may we with holy joy,  

pure and free from sin's alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring,  

Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Once in Royal David’s City”  #269 ELW vs. 1,2 

vs. 1: Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

vs. 2: He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to  

      the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act  

      according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son,  

      Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  

      and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “Welcome to Our World” 
 
FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
18-20 In the midst of all this, Samuel, a boy dressed in a priestly linen tunic, 
served GOD. Additionally, every year his mother would make him a little robe cut 
to his size and bring it to him when she and her husband came for the annual 
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sacrifice. Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “GOD give you children to 
replace this child you have dedicated to GOD.” Then they would go home. 
21 GOD was most especially kind to Hannah. She had three more sons and two 
daughters! The boy Samuel stayed at the sanctuary and grew up with GOD.  
26 But they were far gone in disobedience and refused to listen to a thing their 
father said. So GOD, who was fed up with them, decreed their death. But the boy 
Samuel was very much alive, growing up, blessed by GOD and popular with the 
people. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Refrain Only 

 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52 
41-45 Every year Jesus’ parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover. 
When he was twelve years old, they went up as they always did for the Feast. 
When it was over and they left for home, the child Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents didn’t know it. Thinking he was somewhere in the 
company of pilgrims, they journeyed for a whole day and then began looking for 
him among relatives and neighbors. When they didn’t find him, they went back to 
Jerusalem looking for him. 46-48 The next day they found him in the Temple seated 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking questions. The teachers were all 
quite taken with him, impressed with the sharpness of his answers. But his 
parents were not impressed; they were upset and hurt. His mother said, “Young 
man, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been half out of our 
minds looking for you.” 49-50 He said, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you 
know that I had to be here, dealing with the things of my Father?” But they had 
no idea what he was talking about. 51-52 So he went back to Nazareth with them, 
and lived obediently with them. His mother held these things dearly, deep within 
herself. And Jesus matured, growing up in both body and spirit, blessed by both 
God and people. 
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P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  #295 ELW 

vs. 1: Of the Father's love begotten 

ere the worlds began to be, 

he is Alpha and Omega, 

he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 

and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore. 

vs. 2: Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

when the virgin, full of grace, 

by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world's redeemer, 

first revealed his sacred face, 

evermore and evermore. 

 

vs. 4: Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

angel hosts, his praises sing; 

pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

and extol our God and King; 

let no tongue on earth be silent, 

ev'ry voice in concert ring 

evermore and evermore. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and  
     space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with  
      those who celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief,  
      loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility 
      to trust our place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and  
      the natural world. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships,    
      communities, and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize 
      the Christ child in one another and show your love to those most vulnerable.  
      Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and  
      an imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are  
      imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day. Merciful  
      God, 
C:   receive our prayer. 
P:  You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive  
     one another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be  
     clothed with love, binding all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
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P:  You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever.  We  
      give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story  
      of your love. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
P:  Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to  
      you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our  
      Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
  
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, The 

Word made flesh. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
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SENDING HYMN: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”  #275 E:W 

vs. 1: Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

once you sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

vs. 2: Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant light. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

vs. 3: Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great desire of nations, 

you have seen his natal star. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Let Our Gladness have No End” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


