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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 December 19, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kathy Mohs  

Guest Preacher:  Scott Geister-Jones 

Acolytes:  Maddie Barsness (8:00 a.m.)  Carsten Koch & Gatlin Empey 

Lector: Cindy Flory  (8:00 a.m.)  Lyn Empey (10:00 a.m.) 

Ushers: Jeffrey Morgan’s Team (8:00 a.m.)  David Olson’s Team (10:00 a.m.) 

Baptized today:  Mckinley Summer Stone and Criox Richard Stone, 

 son of Michael and Ashley Stone.  Their sponsors are Megan and Jacob Stiner. 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

PRE SERVICE MUSIC: “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas” Madeline Olsen 

                                       “Jingle Bells”  Josie Elmer 

 

Time and time again it seems like God prefers the “runt” of the litter.  David was 

the “runt” of Jesse’s eight sons.  When God directed Samuel to go to Jesse’s home 

to anoint a new king for Israel, God choose David.  David was the youngest, 

smallest and the least impressive.  The good news in Luke’s gospel is that God is 

finally sending the promised Messiah and once again it is the “runt.”  His mother is 

a young woman from a faithful, but poor family.  Nazareth is nothing but a wide 

spot in the road.     

        

CALL TO WORSHIP: “Away in a Manger”  Madeline Olsen 

    “Angels We Have Heard on High”  Josie Elmer 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up 

the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C:  Amen, 

P:  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  God for whom we wait, 

C:  in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in 

believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 

creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different 

from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your 

love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen 

P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, + your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God 

strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.  

C:  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
As we light the fourth candle of the Advent Wreath is lit “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel” is played in the background. 
P:  We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation 
      for Christ’s advent. 
C:  As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence in  
      the lowly ones of this earth. 
P:  Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us in the  
      word made flesh. 
C:  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day  
      draws near. Amen. 
Stand 

HYMN: “Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming”  #272 vs. 1,2,4 

vs. 1: Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming as seers of old have sung, 

it came, a flow'r so bright, amid the cold of winter, 

when half-spent was the night. 
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vs. 2: Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 

when half-spent was the night. 

 

vs. 4: O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe; 

O Savior, king of glory, who dost our weakness know: 

bring us at length, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven 

and into endless day. 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Hark, the Glad Sound”  #239 ELW vs. 1,4 

vs. 1: Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long; let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

vs. 4: Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

your welcome shall proclaim, and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

with your beloved name. 

 

SALUTATION  

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and  

     might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and  

    serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

    one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
ANTHEM:  “Breath of Heaven”  by Amy Grant 
 
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a (8:00 a.m.) 

But you, Bethlehem, David’s country, the runt of the litter—from you will come the 
leader who will shepherd-rule Israel. He’ll be no upstart, no pretender. His family 
tree is ancient and distinguished. Meanwhile, Israel will be in foster homes 
until the birth pangs are over and the child is born, and the scattered brothers 
come back home to the family of Israel. He will stand tall in his shepherd-rule 
by GOD’s strength, centered in the majesty of GOD-Revealed. And the people will 
have a good and safe home, for the whole world will hold him in respect— 
Peacemaker of the world! 5a And if some bullying Assyrian shows up, invades and 
violates our land, don’t worry. We’ll put him in his place, send him packing, and 
watch his every move. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)”  #257 ELW  vs.1 (8:00 a.m.) 

vs. 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

                            Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to the Luke the 1st Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 
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39-45 Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the 
hill country, straight to Zachariah’s house, and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby in her womb leaped. She was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and sang out exuberantly, “You’re so blessed among women, and the babe 
in your womb, also blessed! And why am I so blessed that the mother of my Lord 
visits me? The moment the sound of your greeting entered my ears, The babe in 
my womb skipped like a lamb for sheer joy. Blessed woman, who believed what 
God said, believed every word would come true!” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  (10:00 a.m.) 

SERMON 

Stand 

HYMN:  “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”  #251 ELW 

vs. 1: My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior's praise! 

You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace. 

Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this blessing shall proclaim— 

great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name. 

 

vs. 2: To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows. 

With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose. 

The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead; 

the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed. 

 

Vs. 3: To Israel, your servant blest, your help is ever sure; 

the promise to our parents made their children will secure. 

Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the Word, 

and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all adored. 

 

APOSTLES CREED/HOLY BAPTISM  (10:00)  

P:  Do you believe  in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

              creator of heaven and earth.    
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

            suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

                        he descended to the dead. 

                        On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

                       he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

                          and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places 
      that yearn for God’s presence. 
A Brief Silence 

P:  Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s  
      gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your  
      transforming grace. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made.  
      Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants  
      of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen  
      those who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists,  
      journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O 
      God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your  
      lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any  
      struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment  
      and hospice care, and others in need. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries  
      of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those  
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      who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks  
     for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such  
     courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive  
      these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION:  “Theme from a Mozart Sonata”  Fiona Rey - piano 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,  

      form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,  

      through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C:  Amen 

Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
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BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom 

we wait. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace, Christ is near. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  “He Came Down”  #253 ELW 

vs. 1: He came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

vs. 2: He came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

vs. 3: He came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

vs. 4: He came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Forest Green”  by Dinda 
 


