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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

December 12, 2021 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Acolytes:  Clara Evenson   Lector:  Sharie Buskager 

Ushers: Myron Sime’s Team  

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flowers are given by Nancy Holzhuter in honor of  

Mary and Carlie’s Birthdays. 

 

Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for 
singing. The nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for 
rejoicing. The coming of one “more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing 
fork in hand, is good news—and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. 
Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Joy to the World”  1st Class Ringers 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up 

the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  God for whom we wait, 
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C:  in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in 

believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 

creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those 

different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away 

from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving 

grace. Amen 

P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors 

of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you 

anew to follow the way of peace.  

C:  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
As three candles of the Advent Wreath is lit “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is 
played in the background. 
P:  We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of  
      preparation for Christ’s advent.   
C:  As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the  
      Lord’s coming in glory. 
P:  Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. 
C:  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day  
     draws near.  Amen. 
Stand 
HYMN: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” #836 ELW 

vs. 1: Joyful, joyful we adore thee,  

God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,  

praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,  

drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness,  

fill us with the light of day. 

 

vs. 2:  All thy works with joy surround thee,  

earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee,  
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center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird, and flowing fountain  

call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

vs. 3: Thou art giving and forgiving,  

ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living,  

ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother,  

all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other,  

lift us to the joy divine! 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Hark, the Glad Sound”  #239 ELW vs. 1,4 

vs. 1: Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

vs. 4: Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
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your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

with your beloved name. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the  

      preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the  

      fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  

      reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “Like a Child, I Wait”  by Schram 
 
FIRST READING:  Zephaniah 3:14-20 
14-15 So sing, Daughter Zion! Raise your voices, Israel! Daughter Jerusalem, be 

happy! celebrate! GOD has reversed his judgments against you and sent your 

enemies off chasing their tails. From now on, GOD is Israel’s king, in charge at the 

center. There’s nothing to fear from evil ever again! GOD Is Present Among You 
16-17 Jerusalem will be told: “Don’t be afraid. Dear Zion, don’t despair. Your GOD is 

present among you, a strong Warrior there to save you. Happy to have you back, 

he’ll calm you with his love and delight you with his songs. 18-20 “The accumulated 

sorrows of your exile will dissipate. I, your God, will get rid of them for you. 

You’ve carried those burdens long enough. At the same time, I’ll get rid of all 

those who’ve made your life miserable. I’ll heal the maimed; I’ll bring home the 

homeless. In the very countries where they were hated they will be venerated. 

On Judgment Day I’ll bring you back home—a great family gathering! You’ll be 

famous and honored all over the world. You’ll see it with your own eyes— all 

those painful partings turned into reunions!” GOD’s Promise. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)”  #257 ELW  vs.1 (8:00 a.m.) 

vs. 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

                            Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 
7-9 When crowds of people came out for baptism because it was the popular thing 
to do, John exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering 
down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to 
deflect God’s judgment? It’s your life that must change, not your skin. And don’t 
think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham as ‘father.’ Being a child of Abraham 
is neither here nor there—children of Abraham are a dime a dozen. God can make 
children from stones if he wants. What counts is your life. Is it green and 
flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.” 10 The crowd asked him, 
“Then what are we supposed to do?” 11 “If you have two coats, give one away,” he 
said. “Do the same with your food.” 12 Tax men also came to be baptized and said, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He told them, “No more extortion—collect only 
what is required by law.” 14 Soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
He told them, “No harassment, no blackmail—and be content with your rations.” 
15 The interest of the people by now was building. They were all beginning to 
wonder, “Could this John be the Messiah?” 16-17 But John intervened: “I’m 
baptizing you here in the river. The main character in this drama, to whom I’m a 
mere stagehand, will ignite the kingdom life, a fire, the Holy Spirit within you, 
changing you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep 
of your lives. He’ll place everything true in its proper place before God; everything 
false he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.” 18There was a lot more of this—
words that gave strength to the people, words that put heart in them. The 
Message!  
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P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  #288 ELW  vs. 2 & 3 

vs. 2: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 

vs. 3: Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

 
 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
           the holy catholic church,  
           the communion of saints,  
           the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
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P:  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places  
      that yearn for God’s presence. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good  
      news. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. 
      Guide the work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe  
     life into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the  
     planet. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up 
     prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to  
     the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your  
     arms, that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry,  
     imprisoned, or ill this day. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly  
     and bless the ministry of church musicians. With instruments and dance, join  
     our voices to the song of all creation. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and  
      grace. By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our  
      home with you. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive  
      these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;           
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and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;            
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom 

we wait. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  #254 ELW 

vs. 1: Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

vs. 2: Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
POSTLUDE: “Adeste Fideles”  Wade/Trapp                           


