
 

1 
 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 December 5, 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Acolytes:  Trevor Hagen (8:00)  Libby Conant, Corley Suddeth (10:00) 

Lector: Sandy Grant (8:00)  Mike Warwick (10:00) 

Ushers: Todd Skavlen’s Team  (8:00)  Mike, Siri & Soren Vienneau 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the 
baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s 
prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the LORD of 
hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. 
In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in 
capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC: “Joy to the World” & “Standing in the Need of Prayer” 

                                                                                                                      Konnor Klassy 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up 

the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C:  Amen 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  God for whom we wait, 

C:  in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in 

believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 
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creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those 

different form ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away 

from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving 

grace. Amen 

P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors 

of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you 

anew to follow the way of peace.  

C:  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
As two candles of the Advent Wreath are lit “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is  
played in the background. 
P:  We praise you, O God, for this circle of lights what marks our days of  
      preparation for Christ’s advent. 
C:  As we light the candles on the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the  
      fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. 
P:  Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have  
      welcomed us. 
C:  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day  
      draws near. Amen. 
Stand 

HYMN: “Prepare the Royal Highway”  #264 ELW  vs. 1,4 

vs. 1: Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

 

Refrain:  Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 

 

vs. 4: His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  In the beginning was the Word, 
C:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
P:  In the Word was life, 
C:  and the life was the light of all people. 
P:  The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
C:  and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Hark, the Glad Sound”  #239 ELW vs. 1,4 

vs. 1: Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

vs. 4: Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

with your beloved name. 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his  

     coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;  

     through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  

     the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
ANTHEM:  “Every Valley”  Beck/Courtney 
 
FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 (8:00 a.m.) 

 “Look! I’m sending my messenger on ahead to clear the way for me. Suddenly, 
out of the blue, the Leader you’ve been looking for will enter his Temple—yes, 
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the Messenger of the Covenant, the one you’ve been waiting for. Look! He’s on 
his way!” A Message from the mouth of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. 
2-4 But who will be able to stand up to that coming? Who can survive his 
appearance? He’ll be like white-hot fire from the smelter’s furnace. He’ll be like 
the strongest lye soap at the laundry. He’ll take his place as a refiner of silver, as a 
cleanser of dirty clothes. He’ll scrub the Levite priests clean, refine them like gold 
and silver, until they’re fit for GOD, fit to present offerings of righteousness. Then, 
and only then, will Judah and Jerusalem be fit and pleasing to GOD, as they used to 
be in the years long ago. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)”  #257 ELW  vs.1 (8:00 a.m.) 

vs. 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

                            Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 3rd Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 
3 1-6 In the fifteenth year of the rule of Caesar Tiberius—it was while Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea; Herod, ruler of Galilee; his brother Philip, ruler of Iturea 
and Trachonitis; Lysanias, ruler of Abilene; during the Chief-Priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas—John, Zachariah’s son, out in the desert at the time, received a 
message from God. He went all through the country around the Jordan River 
preaching a baptism of life-change leading to forgiveness of sins, as described in 
the words of Isaiah the prophet: Thunder in the desert! “Prepare God’s arrival! 
Make the road smooth and straight! Every ditch will be filled in, Every bump 
smoothed out, The detours straightened out, All the ruts paved over. Everyone 
will be there to see The parade of God’s salvation.” 
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P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  (10:00) 

SERMON 

Stand 

HYMN:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  #249 ELW  vs. 1,2,5 

vs. 1:  On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

vs. 2: Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 

make straight the way for God within, 

and let us all our hearts prepare 

for Christ to come and enter there. 

 

vs. 5: All praise to you, eternal Son, 

whose advent has our freedom won, 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places  
     that yearn for God’s presence. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make  
      our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching,  
      that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with  
      shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you  
      create and call good. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf  
     of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the  
     imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them  
      bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our  
      lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed,  
      lonely, or ill. Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received.  
      Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill  
       in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us,  
       O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more  
      humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in  
      faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive  
      these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
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C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;           
and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us;            
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may    
     abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for  
     whom we wait. 
C:  Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,  

      form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,  

      through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C:  Amen 

Sit 

ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
 
BLESSING 
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P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom 

we wait. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Joy to the World”  #267 ELW  vs. 1,2,4 

 vs. 1:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

vs. 2: Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

vs. 4: He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
POSTLUDE: “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 
                                                                

                                      

 


