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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

November 28, 2021 

First Sunday in Advent 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

  Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Ushers: Sue Walls Team (8:00)  David Olson’s Team (10:00) 

Acolytes: Hayden Passehl (8:00)  Cam Drogsvold, Charlie Gross (10:00) 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great 
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts 
appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to 
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before 
the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another 
Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and 
supper. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up 

the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C:  Amen 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  God for whom we wait, 

C:  in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in 

believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 
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creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those 

different form ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away 

from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving 

grace. Amen 

P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors 

of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you 

anew to follow the way of peace.  

C:  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
The first candle of the Advent Wreath is lit as “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is 
played in the background. 
P:  We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. 
C:  As we light the first candle on the wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may 

be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
P:  Enlighten us with your grace,  
C:  and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
P:  Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
C:  whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 
Stand 
HYMN: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  #244 ELW vs. 1,2,4 

vs. 1: Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

 

vs. 2: The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 

go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

vs. 4: Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
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the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  In the beginning was the Word, 
C:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
P:  In the Word was life, 
C:  and the life was the light of all people. 
P:  The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
C:  and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Hark, the Glad Sound”  #239 ELW vs. 1,4 

vs. 1: Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

vs. 4: Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

with your beloved name. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert  

     us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of  

     justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

     now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
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ANTHEM:  “Will We Know Him?” 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 (8:00 a.m.) 
14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I 
made to the people of Israel and Judah. 15 “‘In those days and at that time I will 
make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right 
in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. 
This is the name by which it[a] will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)”  #257 ELW  vs.1 (8:00 a.m.) 

vs. 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

                            Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 13th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-8 
13 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 

way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen 

who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will 

all perish.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and 

he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took 

care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig 

tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 
8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 

fertilize it. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+33%3A14-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19792a
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P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (10:00 a.m.) 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Lost in the Night”  #243 ELW vs. 1,2,4 

vs. 1: Lost in the night do the people yet languish, 

longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 

plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish. 

Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 

 

vs. 2: Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 

Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 

giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 

Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 

 

vs. 4: Light o'er the land of the needy is beaming; 

rivers of life through its deserts are streaming, 

bringing all peoples a Savior redeeming. 

Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon! 

 
 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
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 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we  
      pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere  
      with humility as they extend compassion to those who have experienced harm  
      in religious spaces. Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your  
      reconciling love. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God our constant, you love our universe from beginning to end. As the seasons  
      change, protect animals that migrate and hibernate. Bring them safely to a  
      sheltered place and a more abundant season. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God our ruler, you write your law on human minds and hearts. Give wisdom to  
      all elected leaders and officials to govern with insight and compassion. Make  
      them mindful of the well-being of all people so that your world will flourish.  
      God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God our stronghold, you are present amid disaster. We pray for those affected  
      by natural disasters. Come to the aid of all survivors of earthquakes, famines,  
     floods, hurricanes, and wildfires, and the first responders who support them.  
     Calm their fear, supply their need, and be the solid ground beneath their feet.  
     God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God our guide, you are greater than we can imagine. Surround congregations  
     with your expansive inclusion. Be present in the midst of disagreements,  
     differences, and questions. Unite people of diverse viewpoints in the love of  
     Christ. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God our beginning and our end, your beloved people shine like the brightness  
      of the sky. We thank you for the lives of all who rest in your eternal mercy,  
     from famous saints to the people we have loved. Assure us of your  
     resurrection promise. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain  
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      with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom 

we wait. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” 

vs. 1: Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

for this work's almost done.  Refrain 
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Refrain: Children, don't grow weary; 

children, don't grow weary; 

children, don't grow weary, 

for this work's almost done. 

 

vs. 2: Darker midnight lies before us, 

darker midnight lies before us, 

darker midnight lies before us, 

for this work's almost done.  Refrain 

 

vs. 3: Lo, the morning soon is breaking, 

lo, the morning soon is breaking, 

lo, the morning soon is breaking, 

for this work's almost done.  Refrain 

 

vs. 4: Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

for this work's almost done.  Refrain 

 
POSTLUDE:  
 
 

Poinsettia Order Form 

If you would like to donate a poinsettia plant this Christmas season, they are available for 

$16.00 each.  Make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church and return to the church office by 

December 12. 

Given by: _________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:   _______________________________________________________________  

or In Honor of:  __________________________________________________________ 

 

    
 


