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“Count Your Blessings” 
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

November  2021 

   After 19 months we are still dealing with the reality of Covid-19.  All of us 
are wondering when life will “get back to normal” and it is frustrating.  It has 
even made us a bit grumpy.  We do not enjoy having our activities limited.  
We are social creatures and do not like our inability to socialize as we used 
to.  The fear of getting sick is constantly with us.  The economy tanked and 
is still recovering.  I would argue we have reason to be irritable and short 
tempered.   
   There is a hymn I took a likin’ to a few years back.  It was written by      
Edwin Excell back in 1897 and actually comes out of the Church of Latter 
Day Saints, “Count Your Blessings.”  The first verse goes like this: 

When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you feel discouraged, thinking all is lost, 
Count your blessings –name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. 

 
Refrain:  Count your blessings-name them one by one; 

Count your blessings- see what God has done; 
Count your blessings-name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings-see what God has done. 
 

   The hymn does not deny the difficulties life throws our way.  That reality 
is spoken of in the first line, “When upon life’s billows you are tempest 
tossed.”  We each have our share of struggles to deal with.  But as    
Thanksgiving approaches, it encourages us to, “count our blessings.”  Here 
are three things I am thankful for… 

This past year and a half I have become painfully aware of how much I 
miss gathering together as a community of faith. 

While I would like things to “go back to normal” Covid 19 has forced the 
staff of CLC to think creatively.  I am thankful for not only the paid  
          
       (Continued on page 2) 
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Worship Schedule for November 
 
Sunday, November 7:  All Saints Sunday and Holy Communion at 8 and 10 a.m. 

This is the Sunday we remember our friends and family who have passed from this life to the 
next in the past year. 

New Member Orientation in the Conference Room Between Services  
 
Sunday, November 14:  Worship at 8 and 10 p.m. 

New Members will be received at both services. 
 
Sunday, November 21:  Christ the King Sunday with Holy Communion 
 This is the Sunday we focus on Jesus, a very different kind of king.  One that has come to 

serve and not be served. 
During Sunday School the First Graders will have a Milestone event. They will be making 
their own Advent Wreath and a devotional will be given to them to use with their families  
every Sunday for four weeks.  

 
Wednesday, November 24:  Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service at St. 
Ann’s at 7:00 p.m. 

All are welcome!  The Offering goes to the Good Samaritan Fund to 
help people traveling through our community. 

 
Sunday, November 28:  The First Sunday in Advent 

We begin our 4 week wait for the birth of Jesus.  During our Sunday 
school hour we will have the Christmas tree decorated by everyone 
here and  we will have the Advent Beginnings event. This event        
includes cookie frosting and crafting and  is planned for the entire      
congregation in the gym. 

staff, but the numbers of committed volunteers in this congregation.  Especially Tom Lehr.  
For those months we were not allowed to meet in person Tom’s resourcefulness made 
the radio broadcast and now the live-streaming possible. 

My adult children will be home for Thanksgiving.  Last Thanksgiving was just too big of a 
bummer.  Matthew, Sophie and Luke told us they were coming home for Christmas.  
They all had Covid tests before they did and they have told us they will be home for 
Thanksgiving. 

   So, this Thanksgiving I encourage everyone to “Count Their Blessings.” 

“Count Your Blessings” (continued) 
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 



 

 
Adult Education 
Sunday Mornings at 9:10 a.m. 
Large Youth Room 
 
 

In November we will discuss the Bible.  We’re asking you to read the Bible and we thought you 
might appreciate some basic tools when approaching that task.  The material that will help us 
accomplish that goal comes from the Sparkhouse Re-form series, each lesson  includes an    
entertaining 10 minute video to help get the conversation going.  Here are the questions we will 
ask in this five week series.  
 
Sunday, November 7:  Who wrote the Bible, God or humans? 
 
Sunday, November 14:  Is the Bible true?   
 
Sunday, November 21: Why does the Bible contradict itself at times? 
 
Sunday, December 5:  Is the New Testament more important than the Old Testament? 
 
Sunday, December 12:  Why are there so many versions of the Bible? 
 
Pastor Paula is teaching the class.  Come and ask the questions you have wanted to ask for 
years. 

Christ Lutheran will receive new members on Sunday,        
November 14th.  New Member Orientation will take place on 
Sunday, November 7 during the Sunday school hour         
(9:10 – 9:50 a.m.) in the Conference Room.  If you are        
interested in joining or know anyone who is, please contact 
Gloria at the church office at 873-9353 or Pastor Paula at               
pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org. 
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Stewardship Committee Still Accepting Pledge Cards 
 
As of Sunday, October 24 we have received  71 pledge cards for Operations and 31 for         
Mortgage Reduction.  Those who have pledged have been generous, but the Committee would 
like to see more people pledged.  Last year in the midst of Covid-19  125 households pledged 
towards Operations and 50 pledged towards Mortgage Reduction.  We ask that you please    
consider making a pledge to Christ Lutheran.  Your gift is needed to support our ministry and 
mission.  May the Holy Spirit do its work in you and through all of us empowering us to be      
Jesus’ continuing presence in this world.    



 By Roger Slack 

 For those of you that have picked up the new Message Bibles we have offered you in 

the Narthex of the church, I hope you have taken the opportunity to start reading it. I really     

enjoy the modern language translation as it is a lot easier reading. I have gone through the 

New Testament once and am starting with the Gospels again.  

I think I could spend most of my time just reading the Gospels listening to Jesus. I don’t go 

very fast as each chapter has so much going on and Jesus deals with so many different       

people. I try to put myself in their place, trying to imagine what was going on in their minds. 

Most had been helpless for so long; the blind men, the lepers, the paralytics, the woman with 

the chronic blood flow or the woman who couldn’t straighten up for 18 years.  

Others like Jairus’ daughter or the Roman centurion’s servant became ill and were near death 

when they came to ask Jesus if He could help. When Jairus’ servant caught up with him to tell 

him that his daughter had died, I’m sure he blamed himself for not getting to Jesus sooner. 

When Jesus told him not to worry, just believe, he probably thought “What do you mean,      

Jesus? It’s too late.” But yet he took Jesus to his home, probably with tears in his eyes the 

whole way, and then to go from the very depth of despair to the utter heights of joy when Jesus 

takes her by the hand and helps her up from her bed. I can only imagine if it had been me,          

I would have had to keep telling myself, “breathe, come on take a 

breath, breathe!” All I could think to say was “Thank you, thank 

you, thank you” but that just isn’t enough.  

Whether Jesus dealt with the person directly or someone asking 

Jesus on their behalf, Jesus dealt with the physical need, but He 

also changed something inside of them as well that left them a    

different person, appreciative of what Jesus could do, appreciative 

of what they could now do both for themselves and for others. That 

is what the Holy Spirit’s job is to take what Jesus and God says 

and change us from the inside out. Keep reading and be ready to 

be amazed. 
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Mission Jamaica Bake Sale Fundraiser 
 
The youth did a few of these last year and they were well        
received.  Check out the order form.  It has a few unusual items 
on it for a Bake Sale – like meatballs and lutefisk.  And then of 
course we included some of your favorites – lefse, fudge and 
Swedish rye bread.  Please have your order forms back to the 
church by the 17th of November so we have your food ready for 
pick up November 22 or by December 12th so we can have your 
items ready by December 20. 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 
Mission Trip 2022: Mission Jamaica  
Tuesday to Tuesday, June 28 – July 5  
Youth in 8

th
 Grade and Above 

Cost:  $1750 
The Youth Committee has decided that the mission trip for 2022 will be returning to Jamaica.  
Lining up another mission trip in a national park or near a national park is going to take longer 
than one month to arrange, but we will keep working on it for 2023.  
This will be our third trip back to Jamaica. St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi,         
Minnesota have done what few congregations have been able to do. They established their 
own international mission and offer their members and other congregations, colleges, both 
youth and adults, a life-changing short term mission opportunity.  Jeff Peterson, their full time 
staff person for international missions, offers adults opportunities January through April each 
year and three weeks of opportunities for youth in June - before hurricane season begins.  
75% of the folks who go once return again. We are part of that 75%.   
I talked to Jeff Peterson and they are sending groups in 2022.  A few years ago Mission        
Jamaica took over the Habitat for Humanity Project in Jamaica and it is now called  Ja’Bode – 
Jamaica Abode.  Their mission is to make simple, decent and affordable housing a reality for 
families that are in the greatest need.  I told Jeff that is what we would all like to focus on      
building homes this time.  We built one house in 3 ½ days with half of the group in 2020.      
Maybe we could build two houses in that same amount of time in 2022 with 24 or more people 
focusing their time and energy on accomplishing that feat.  The houses are not big or fancy. 
Just 20 x 12.  To us they look more like a shed, but to the people who receive them they finally 
have a place to call home.  If one house is all that can be done, then we are hoping to do some 
needed work projects at the Clinton’s Boy’s Home or the West Haven Children’s Home.  To 
accomplish that feat we will need a few more adults with some skills. 
I know everybody is wondering, “What about Covid?”  The government has a 
goal of vaccinating 70% of the population by March of 2022.  Whether they 
reach that goal is yet to be determined.  All the workers and the residents 12 
and older at the children’s home have been vaccinated.  When the vaccine  
becomes available to children between the ages of 5 and 11. I am sure they 
will be among the first to get vaccinated.  Once we get there we will be         
primarily with our own group.  We will work with one another during the day 
and our meals and lodging will once again be at YWAM’s facility.  Don’t expect 
air conditioning.  The rooms house 4 with a bathroom and shower with no hot 
water, but they do have a pool, a ping pong table and a place to hang out.  Our after work     
activities are outdoors.  Two years ago we took a raft down a river and swam.  And of course, 
we need to experience jerk chicken and swim in Jamaica’ Luminous Lagoon at night. 
We want youth, of course, to sign up, but this is also an opportunity for our college age young 
adults, as well as parents and any member of the congregation. We always plan a number of 
fundraisers that will significantly reduce the cost of the trip.  Additional scholarships are also 
available.  Don’t let the cost stop you from going. Please note that Saint Andrews requires all 
mission trip participants to be fully vaccinated in order to participate in the program. 
 
How do you sign up?  Just email Nina Milbauer – clcstoughton@gmail.com and let her know.  
 

This Year Youth Can Volunteer and Earn Dollars to Help Cover the Cost of the Mission Trip 
and/or BWCA  
This is a change from the past, but the Youth Ministry Team has put their stamp of approval on 
it.  Mission trips are getting more expensive as is the cost of traveling in general and we want to 

make it affordable to everyone.  You can do just about anything to earn some dollars towards 
these trips – teach Sunday school, usher, lector, play in a bell choir, help out at church          
whenever volunteers are needed, etc.  We hope that many of you will sign up for the Mission 

Trip this year.  The BWCA still is one of the best values around at $350 ($300 or less after the 
campership).  This year’s BWCA trip is planned for July 25 – August 1.  Let us know if that is 
going to conflict with school sports and we can change the dates.    

mailto:clcstoughton@gmail.com
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This Months theme is based on a quote I recently found that I think speaks to all of our 
kids about the greatness of God and his love for each of us as individuals. 
 
“How Cool is it that the same God that created mountains and oceans and galaxies 
thought that the world needed one of you too.” Unknown Author 
 
I shared this quote with my 8th Grade Confirmation class.  I think it is important for our 
children to understand that God made us perfectly imperfect for a reason.  We all have 
talents and gifts and he wants us to recognize those in ourselves and utilize them to the 

best of our abilities. One of the challenges that I set for our confirmation kids is to think about their connection 
with God and to read what the Bible says. To know that he is with you through whatever you go through and 
if you listen and learn to lean on God he will help guide your path. Check out the new bulletin board that 
shows this quote and add a note about one unique quality that you have or share your thoughts on the quote 
above. Post-It notes will be provided with the Bulletin Board.   
 
Reminder that we will have off for the Week of Thanksgiving.  We will not have confirmation on Wednesday 
November 24th or Sunday school classes on Sunday November 28th. We will have an event on       
Sunday November 28th that all kids and their families can participate in. This is our Advent               
Beginnings Event  (see the article below). This event will take place during the normal Sunday school time.   

Advent Beginnings 
Sunday, November 28th 

9:10 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
 

This event was popular before Covid hit.   Last year we skipped it.  If you remember, last 
year we were broadcasting a radio worship in our parking lot.  But this year we are         
gathering in the sanctuary, so we are bringing it back on the First Sunday of Advent,       
November 28th.  It’s also Thanksgiving weekend.  Since there is no Sunday School    
scheduled we will run the event during the Sunday School hour and beyond if necessary.  

You might need more time to finish your crafts.  The Youth Ministry Team is hosting this event for 
the entire congregation, both children and adults.  We will make homemade Christmas Cards, 
Christmas Decorations and we will also frost cookies.   
 
Check out the crafts!  They will be on display in the narthex beginning Sunday, November 14.   
These crafts would make great gifts for mom and dad or grandpa and grandma. 

Christmas Program rehearsals began on Sunday October 31st.  This year we are doing 
a program with an international flair. We will need kids to play characters describing the 
history of a couple of our favorite Christmas songs. We will also have kids dressed up as 
part of the nativity with costumes from all over the world.  Please note that we will have 
practices each Sunday from October 31st until December 5th as part of their regularly 
scheduled Sunday school classes with the exception of Sunday November 28th when we 
will not have any Sunday school or practice. To make sure that your child feels           
comfortable and confident when singing and performing in front of the congregation 
please make sure that they are in Sunday school as much as possible over the            
next several weeks.   
 
The Sunday school Christmas Program will be held on Sunday December 12th at the 
10:00 AM service.  Kids will meet in their classrooms at 9:10 AM  and will come 
down to the sanctuary with their teachers to do a final dress rehearsal. Please have your 
children in their classrooms by 9:10 AM.  If your child has a full costume they should be 
at the church by 8:50 in the large youth room to get their costumes on prior to meeting in 
their classrooms.  The program will be included as a part of the worship service.  Kids 
will sit with their classes the entire time unless they are on stage.   
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 Brenna Dalsoren would say that this is her first year teaching Sunday school, but 
I would disagree.  True she did not teach kids In-Person last year, but she came in 
several times with her cousin Lani to record lessons for our weekly Online Sunday 
school lessons for which I was very grateful.   
  
Brenna looked forward to teaching In-Person this year and she said that she      
enjoys teaching kids because she loves helping them expand their knowledge 
about God and the stories surrounding him.  She hopes that the kids that she is 
working with understand the daily lessons that they are being taught and they take 
something from them. 
  

Brenna says that her biggest role model is her mother Audra.  She said that her dad Ryan pushes 
her to achieve the best in everything she participates in and her brother Braden always keeps her 
on her toes.  
  
Over the summer Brenna spent some time at the Lake and she went on the Mission Trip to      
Glacier National Park with our CLC group.  She really enjoyed the experience. She also enjoys 
playing volleyball, basketball and going skiing at the lake and the slopes.   
  
If you see Brenna please thank her for her dedication to our Sunday school program and her great 
work last year on the Online Sunday school videos.  

The weekend of October 31st at 1:00 PM our 9th Grade Confirmation students will be taking part in 
a special service to affirm their baptism and confirm their faith in front of their family and friends.  To    
prepare for this special service students came together on Sunday October 24th at 9:10 am to 
make the stoles that they will wear for the ceremony.  These stoles contain the Bible verses that 
they selected to best represent them.  They also contain religious symbols to help remind the      
students about their faith and the next step that they are taking in their faith journey.  Above from 
left to right are 7 of the 20 confirmands who will be affirming their faith. Soren and Siri Vienneau, 
Maddie Schulz, Nora Knoploh and Andy Quam, Teddy Kohlhoff and Hayden Abing.  Parents along 
with Pastor Paula worked with the kids as they created their individual stoles.  





Ladies Night Out 2021 
 
We didn’t raise as much as in past years, but then our goals were different this year.  We just 
wanted to host an event for the community, get as many businesses involved as we could, and 
provide an enjoyable evening for the women in our community.  I think that happened.  203 
women participated, we had 19 downtown and around town stops and 40 businesses donated 
to the event in some way.  $4916 were raised.  $1000 was given to Seniors in Need, $250 to 
Housing Advocacy Team of Stoughton and $3666 to START. 

Raise the Flag in Stoughton  
Veterans Day – Thursday, November 11 

 
      Raise the Flag campaign is a Stoughton city-wide community effort sponsored by Thrivent 
to raise funds for ongoing maintenance of the Stoughton Area Veterans Memorial Park and the 
various organizations that install and pick up the flags.  This unique program places a 3’ x 5’ 
American flag, made in the USA, in the yards of the people who have signed up five times a 
year; Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day and Veterans Day (weather permitting).  
Christ Lutheran has signed up to provide two groups or a total of 24 volunteers for Veterans 
Day, on November 11.   
   24 volunteers means 2 groups of 12 people.  Each group will have 6 sets of a driver and a 
helper.  The driver drives from one place to the next and the helper gets out of the car and 
places the flag in the yard.  The flags are 8 feet long so vans or trucks are ideal.  Flags need to 
be up no later than 8:30 a.m. and down around sunset (4:30 p.m.)  Each route takes about 45 
minutes to one hour to accomplish and has about 20 addresses.   
 
   Volunteer and breakfast will be served to you at 8:30 a.m. in the manna café and      
supper at 5:00 p.m.   Not only will you be fed twice in one day, but your effort will raise 
$800.   
 
We have 8 ½ groups already signed up.  We need about 7 more people.  Perhaps this 
will tempt you, the menus for breakfast  and supper are… 
 
Breakfast:  Bacon and Swiss Cheese Egg Bake, French Toast, Fruit Salad, Coffee and 
Juice 
 
Supper:  Barbeque Ribs, Baked Potato, Salad, Swedish Rye Bread and Homemade       
Apple Pie and Ice Cream for desert. 
 
This event gives you an opportunity to be generous and take home as many Thrivent T-Shirts 

as you want.   
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Pastor Kristin Engstrom- I serve as the Facilitator for Leadership 
Development and Capacity Building with the Evangelical          
Lutheran Church in Zambia. From 2016—2020,  I served as the 
Senegal Country Coordinator of the ELCA Young Adults in   
Global Mission (YAGM) program. 
 
I’m originally from the mid-western United States, and served as a parish pastor in northern 
New Jersey for six years prior to beginning my call with ELCA Global Mission. 

 
Since March 2020, when all ELCA missionaries were called back 
to the United States due to COVID precautions, my call as Young 
Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) Coordinator in Senegal became 
uncertain. Out of caution and care for the YAGM young adults 
and our companions, the ELCA has paused the YAGM program 
for two years, and my call as the Senegal Country Coordinator 
ended in March 2021. Thankfully, I was able to return to Senegal 
in February and March 2021 to say thank you and goodbye to 
our YAGM companions, friends, and siblings. It is with great joy, 
then, that I share that I have a new call as an ELCA missionary! I 
have been called to serve as the Facilitator for Leadership       
Development and Capacity Building with the Evangelical          
Lutheran Church in Zambia. I am excited for the challenge and 
opportunity to use the skills and understanding I gained working 
with YAGM leadership formation in Senegal, but in a new      
context working directly with our companions to form Zambian 
Lutheran leaders. At this time, I am still in the Midwestern United 
States, as I wait for my Zambia work permit. Thank you for your 
continued support of the global church and of my work as a    

missionary during this time of transition. Hopefully I will deploy to Zambia soon! “On est     
ensemble. Nio farr. “We are together.” 
 
 
Celebrating YAGM Senegal 2016—2020 
 
When I was called by ELCA Global Mission to start the Young Adults in Global Mission 
(YAGM) program in Senegal in 2016, I could never have imagined the joy and challenges 
that these past five years would bring. I am so thankful for the ways I have been blessed and 
formed in faith and in life by the YAGM young adults and our companions in Senegal who 
make the program possible. While my call as a YAGM Senegal Coordinator has ended, the 
ELCA plans to restart the YAGM program (including YAGM Senegal) in August 2022. I trust 
that our companions in Senegal will receive the new YAGM Senegal Coordinator as               
graciously as they received me, and the 24 young adults who have participated in the       
Senegal YAGM program. 

This Article was taken from Pastor Kristin Engstrom’s October Newsletter called: Along with 

Pastor Kristin: https://alongwithpastorkristin.blogspot.com/2021/10/october-2021-
newsletter.html 

   Elizabeth Circle 
          News 

 My last Sunday in the Dakar parish, where I 
worshipped most often.  

https://alongwithpastorkristin.blogspot.com/2021/10/october-2021-newsletter.html
https://alongwithpastorkristin.blogspot.com/2021/10/october-2021-newsletter.html
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                        Memorials 
In Memory of:                        From: 
Jeff Zarth                               Reta Smith 
Jeff Zarth                               Ed & Grace Gassen 
Michael Iverson                     Ed & Grace Gassen 
Aaron Howard                       Barbara Entwistle 
Jeff Zarth                               Parker & Linda Gibbs 
Aaron Howard                       Bonnie Ossmann 

“Christ In Our Home” devotional booklets in small and large print for October,       

November, and December are available.  You can pick a copy up located on the       

information desk in the Narthex. 

October 24th –  
Kaden Joe Steinhofer, son of 
Joseph and Kelly Steinhofer. 

Friends of Christ Lutheran, 
 
We are humbled by your support of Madison Area Jail Ministry 
(MAJM) year after year.  
Through your generosity, you are part of life-changing stories 
like the one enclosed, and so many more. 
Healing ,Redemption, and Freedom. 
Thank you so much, 
 
In partnership, and in Christ,  
Your MAJM friends 
 
(Story taken from the Letter we received) 
Prison Prayer Books were donated to MAJM. I handed one 
out to a woman who wanted guidance on how to pray for her 
accuser. About a week later another woman on her block     
requested one. When I delivered it, I found out that a few of 
the women in the block were reciting the prayers several times 
a day. One said, “It seems like every time she opens that book 
the Holy Spirit knows just what we need because the prayer 
that she randomly picked was exactly what we needed. She 
added, “Never in my life have I talked about God so openly. It 
is strange and yet feels natural at the same time/ I hope that I 
can do that when I get out.  



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  
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