
 

1 
 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 October 3, 2021 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Guest Preacher:  Martin Luther (Pastor Scott) 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Lector: Emma Ballweg (8:00)  Mike Warwick (10:00) 

Ushers: Todd Skavlen’s Team (8:00)  Mike, Siri, Soren Vienneau 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flowers are given by Myron & Mary Sime in honor of  

Jason & Jared’s birthdays 
 

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a 
story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of 
human legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the 
disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does 
it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: “Erhalt Uns, Herr”  Klug/Hofreiter & Dahl 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence  
      is sure, and whose love is endless. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  God our comforter: 
C:  like lost sheep we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see  
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      scarcity.  We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit  
      the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.  
      Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our  
      neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩  

     Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the  
      forgiveness of all your sins 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 

HYMN: “I Love to Tell the Story”  #661 ELW 

vs. 1: I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it's true; 

it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 

 

                   Refrain:  

I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

 

vs. 2: I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat 

what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet! 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

the message of salvation from God's own holy word.  Refrain 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
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C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord”  #875 ELW 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one  

     another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust  

     like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

     our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 
ANTHEM:  “Thy Word”  (8:00 a.m.) 
                   “God Gave Us a Special Book” (10:00 a.m.) 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO 3RD GRADERS  (10:00 a.m.) 
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 2:18-25 (8:00 a.m.) 
18-20 GOD said, “It’s not good for the Man to be alone; I’ll make him a helper, a 
companion.” So GOD formed from the dirt of the ground all the animals of the 
field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the Man to see what he 
would name them. Whatever the Man called each living creature, that was its 
name. The Man named the cattle, named the birds of the air, named the wild 
animals; but he didn’t find a suitable companion. 21-22 GOD put the Man into a 
deep sleep. As he slept he removed one of his ribs and replaced it with 



 

4 
 

flesh. GOD then used the rib that he had taken from the Man to make Woman and 
presented her to the Man. 23-25     The Man said, “Finally! Bone of my bone, flesh 
of my flesh! Name her Woman for she was made from Man.” Therefore a man 
leaves his father and mother and embraces his wife. They become one flesh.  The 
two of them, the Man and his Wife, were naked, but they felt no shame. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Break Now the Bread of Life”  #515  

  Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 

as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 

Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord; 

my spirit waits for you, O living Word. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 10th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16 
10 1-2 From there he went to the area of Judea across the Jordan. A crowd of 
people, as was so often the case, went along, and he, as he so often did, taught 
them. Pharisees came up, intending to give him a hard time. They asked, “Is it 
legal for a man to divorce his wife?” 
3 Jesus said, “What did Moses command?” 
4 They answered, “Moses gave permission to fill out a certificate of dismissal and 
divorce her.” 
5-9 Jesus said, “Moses wrote this command only as a concession to your 
hardhearted ways. In the original creation, God made male and female to be 
together. Because of this, a man leaves father and mother, and in marriage he 
becomes one flesh with a woman—no longer two individuals, but forming a new 
unity. Because God created this organic union of the two sexes, no one should 
desecrate his art by cutting them apart.” 10-12 When they were back home, the 
disciples brought it up again. Jesus gave it to them straight: “A man who divorces 
his wife so he can marry someone else commits adultery against her. And a 
woman who divorces her husband so she can marry someone else commits 
adultery.” 13-16 The people brought children to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. 
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The disciples shooed them off. But Jesus was irate and let them know it: “Don’t 
push these children away. Don’t ever get between them and me. These children 
are at the very center of life in the kingdom. Mark this: Unless you accept God’s 
kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in.” Then, gathering the 
children up in his arms, he laid his hands of blessing on them. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON (10:00 a.m.) 

SERMON 

Stand 

HYMN:  “Blest Be the Tie that binds”  #656 ELW 

vs. 1: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

the unity of heart and mind is like to that above. 

 

vs. 2: Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

 

vs. 3: We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, 

and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,  
      and all in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower  
      those discerning a call to ministry and all seminarians , that they continue to  
      be formed for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species  
      and preserve endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the  
      world you created. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another.  
      Strengthen relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and  
      support one human family. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental  
      or physical disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments  
      that are accessible and hospitable. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those  
     gathered here today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with  
     us and remind us of their continued role in this community of faith. Lord, in  
      your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith  
      who have gone before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your  
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;  
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. The body of Christ given  

    for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood, you turn the crumbs of our faith  

      into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,  

      bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

      Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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P:  Go in peace.  The living Word dwells in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  #517 ELW 

vs. 1: Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

curb those who by deceit or sword 

would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

and bring to naught all he has done. 

 

vs.2: Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

for you are Lord of lords alone; 

defend your holy church, that we 

may sing your praise eternally. 

 

vs. 3: O Comforter of priceless worth, 

send peace and unity on earth; 

support us in our final strife 

and lead us out of death to life. 

 
POSTLUDE: “March”  Wetherill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


