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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

October 17, 2021 

21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist/Liturgist: Kathy Mohs 

Preacher:  Sandy Grant    

Lector:  Dave Selbo (8:00 a.m.) Moses Harris (10:00 a.m.) 

Ushers: Jeffrey Morgan’s Team (8:00 a.m.)  David Olson’s Team (10:30 a.m.) 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 
 

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a 
good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked 
on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open 
door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with 
the message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this 
message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Lord of Light”  Taylor/Calli 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence  
      is sure, and whose love is endless. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  God our comforter: 
C:  like lost sheep we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see  
      scarcity.  We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit  
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      the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.  
      Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our  
      neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩  

     Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the  
      forgiveness of all your sins 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “Lord of Light”  #688 ELW  vs. 1 & 4 

vs. 1: Lord of light, your name outshining 

all the stars and suns of space, 

use our talents in your kingdom 

as the servants of your grace; 

use us to fulfill your purpose 

in the gift of Christ your Son: 

 

                           Refrain:    Father, as in highest heaven, 

so on earth your will be done. 

 

vs. 4: By the prayers of faithful watchers, 

never silent day or night; 

by the cross of Jesus, bringing 

peace to all and healing light; 

by the love that passes knowledge, 

making all your children one:  Refrain 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
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P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord”  #875 ELW 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking  

     what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way  

     of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through  

     Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “In This Very Room” 
 
FIRST READING:  Amos 5:6-15 (8:00 a.m.)  
6 So seek GOD and live! You don’t want to end up with nothing to show for your 

life  But a pile of ashes, a house burned to the ground. For God will send just such 

a fire, and the firefighters will show up too late. 7-9 Woe to you who turn justice to 

vinegar and stomp righteousness into the mud. Do you realize where you are? 

You’re in a cosmos star-flung with constellations by God, A world God wakes up 

each morning and puts to bed each night. God dips water from the ocean and 

gives the land a drink. GOD, God-revealed, does all this. And he can destroy it as 

easily as make it. He can turn this vast wonder into total waste. 10-12 People hate 

this kind of talk. Raw truth is never popular. But here it is, bluntly spoken: Because 
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you run roughshod over the poor and take the bread right out of their mouths, 

You’re never going to move into the luxury homes you have built. You’re never 

going to drink wine from the expensive vineyards you’ve planted. I know precisely 

the extent of your violations, the enormity of your sins. Appalling! You bully right-

living people, taking bribes right and left and kicking the poor when they’re down. 
13 Justice is a lost cause. Evil is epidemic. Decent people throw up their hands. 

Protest and rebuke are useless, a waste of breath. 14 Seek good and not evil—and 

live! You talk about GOD, the God-of-the-Angel-Armies, being your best friend. 

Well, live like it, and maybe it will happen. 15 Hate evil and love good, then work it 

out in the public square. Maybe GOD, the God-of-the-Angel-Armies, will notice 

your remnant and be gracious. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Break Now the Bread of Life”  #515  

You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 

your holy word the truth that rescues me. 

Give me to eat and live with you above; 

teach me to love your truth, for you are love. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 10th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 10:13-31 
13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, 
but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said 
to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took 
the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 17 As Jesus 
started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call 
me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall 
not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your 
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father and mother.’[a]” 20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was 
a boy.” 21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, 
sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his isciples, “How 
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed 
at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the kingdom 
of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 The disciples were even 
more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked 
at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are 
possible with God.” 28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow 
you!” 29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to 
receive a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”  #708 ELW vs. 1-3 

                                  Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

show us how to serve 

the neighbors we have from you. 

 

vs. 1: Kneels at the feet of his friends, 

silently washes their feet, 

master who acts as a slave to them.  Refrain 

 

vs. 2: Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 

varied in color and race, 

neighbors are near us and far away.  Refrain 

 

vs. 3: These are the ones we will serve, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A13-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24608a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A13-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24613b
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these are the ones we will love; 

all these are neighbors to us and you.  Refrain 

 
 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,  
      and all in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage  
      us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in  
      teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees.  
      Increase the produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards.  
      Provide for good working conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or  
     forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such  
     compassion and love for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your  
      head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live.  
     Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind. Lord, in your  
     mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that 
      are no longer beneficial to us and open our hearts to see where new life is  
      budding in this congregation. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died. Make us  
     confident in your promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of  
     faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;  
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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P:  Go in peace.  The living Word dwell in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”  #659 ELW 

vs. 1:  Will you let me be your servant, 
let me be as Christ to you? 

Pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant, too. 

 

vs. 2: We are pilgrims on a journey, 

we are trav'lers on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

vs. 4: I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

till we've seen this journey through. 

 

vs. 5: Will you let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you? 

Pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant, too. 

 
POSTLUDE: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”  Haweis/Maxwell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


