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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

October 10, 2021 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

   Lector:  Sharie Buskager (8:00)     Marti Conant (10:00) 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kathy Mohs 

Acolytes:  Elsa & Elina Jones (10:00) 

Ushers: Myron Sime’s Team  (8:00)   

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flower are given by the Family in honor of  

Bud and Lorraine Halverson’s 63rd Wedding Anniversary 

 

Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, 
leading to Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and 
power. Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community 
is a direct challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power 
over others is what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are 
praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the 
cross, a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and 
service. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “We Gather Together”  1st Class Ringers  (10:00) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence  
      is sure, and whose love is endless. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  God our comforter: 
C:  like lost sheep we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see  
      scarcity.  We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit  
      the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.  
      Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our  
      neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩  

     Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the  
      forgiveness of all your sins 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “God Whose Love in Humble Service”  #712 ELW 

vs. 1: Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, 

worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose 

ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 

vs. 2: Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 

still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power 

to our world to make it whole. 

 

vs. 4: Called by worship to your service, 

forth in your dear name we go, 

to the child, the youth, the aged, 

love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, good will and comfort, 
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counsel, aid and peace we give, 

that your servants, Lord,  

in freedom may your mercy know and live. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord”  #875 ELW 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking  

     what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way  

     of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through  
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     Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 53:2-12 (8:00 a.m.) 

The servant grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant in a 
parched field. There was nothing attractive about him, nothing to cause us to take 
a second look. He was looked down on and passed over, a man who suffered, 
who knew pain firsthand. One look at him and people turned away. We looked 
down on him, thought he was scum. But the fact is, it was our pains he carried—
our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us. We thought he brought it on 
himself, that God was punishing him for his own failures. But it was our sins that 
did that to him, that ripped and tore and crushed him—our sins! He took the 
punishment, and that made us whole. Through his bruises we get healed. We’re 
all like sheep who’ve wandered off and gotten lost. We’ve all done our own thing, 
gone our own way. And GOD has piled all our sins, everything we’ve done wrong, 
on him, on him. 7-9 He was beaten, he was tortured, but he didn’t say a word. 
Like a lamb taken to be slaughtered and like a sheep being sheared, he took it all 
in silence. Justice miscarried, and he was led off—and did anyone really know 
what was happening? He died without a thought for his own welfare, beaten 
bloody for the sins of my people. They buried him with the wicked, threw him in a 
grave with a rich man, Even though he’d never hurt a soul or said one word that 
wasn’t true. 10 Still, it’s what GOD had in mind all along, to crush him with pain. 
The plan was that he give himself as an offering for sin so that he’d see life come 
from it—life, life, and more life. And GOD’s plan will deeply prosper through him. 
11-12 Out of that terrible travail of soul, he’ll see that it’s worth it and be glad he did 
it. Through what he experienced, my righteous one, my servant, will make many 
“righteous ones,” as he himself carries the burden of their sins. Therefore I’ll 
reward him extravagantly—the best of everything, the highest honors—Because 
he looked death in the face and didn’t flinch, because he embraced the company 
of the lowest. He took on his own shoulders the sin of the many, he took up the 
cause of all the black sheep. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Break Now the Bread of Life”  #515  

Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 
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as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 

Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord; 

my spirit waits for you, O living Word. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 10th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 10:35-45 
35 James and John, Zebedee’s sons, came up to him. “Teacher, we have something 
we want you to do for us.” 36 “What is it? I’ll see what I can do.” 37 “Arrange it,” 
they said, “so that we will be awarded the highest places of honor in your glory—
one of us at your right, the other at your left.” 38 Jesus said, “You have no idea 
what you’re asking. Are you capable of drinking the cup I drink, of being baptized 
in the baptism I’m about to be plunged into?” 39-40 “Sure,” they said. “Why not?” 
Jesus said, “Come to think of it, you will drink the cup I drink, and be baptized in 
my baptism. But as to awarding places of honor, that’s not my business. There are 
other arrangements for that.” 41-45 When the other ten heard of this conversation, 
they lost their tempers with James and John. Jesus got them together to settle 
things down. “You’ve observed how godless rulers throw their weight around,” he 
said, “and when people get a little power how quickly it goes to their heads. It’s 
not going to be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a 
servant. Whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. That is what 
the Son of Man has done: He came to serve, not to be served—and then to give 
away his life in exchange for many who are held hostage.” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

CHILDRENS SERMON (10:00 a.m.) 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Bringing in the Sheaves” 

Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness, 

Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve; 

Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 
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       Refrain:  Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves, 

Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 

 

Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows, 

Fearing neither clouds nor winter's chilling breeze; 

By and by the harvest, and the labor ended, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. Refrain 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,  
      and all in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage  
      us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in  
      teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy, 
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C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees.  
      Increase the produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards.  
      Provide for good working conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or  
     forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such  
     compassion and love for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your  
      head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live.  
     Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind. Lord, in your  
     mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that 
      are no longer beneficial to us and open our hearts to see where new life is  
      budding in this congregation. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died. Make us  
     confident in your promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of  
     faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;  
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  Go in peace.  The living Word dwells in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”  #536 ELW vs. 1,3 

vs. 1: God be with you till we meet again; 

by good counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd's care enfold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 

 

                               Refrain: Till we meet, (till we meet,) 

till we meet, (till we meet again,) 
till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,) 

till we meet, (till we meet,) 

till we meet, (till we meet again.) 

God be with you till we meet again. 

 

vs. 3: God be with you till we meet again; 

when life's perils thick confound you, 

put unfailing arms around you; 

God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 

 
POSTLUDE: “Praise and Thanksgiving”  set by Gieschen 
 
 
 


