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Sunday Worship 
will be livestreamed on 

Facebook. We are holding 
In-Person Services at 9:00 
AM on September 5th and 

for September 12th and 
the remaining Sundays in   
September there will be  2 
services at 8:00 AM and 

10:00 AM   
Christ Lutheran Church 
700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 

Christ Lutheran 

Ambassador 

By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

September  2021 

Starting Sunday, September 12th our Sunday morning schedule will 
look like this… 
8:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
9:10 – 9:50 a.m. – Sunday School 
9:15 – 9:45 a.m. – Adult Bible Study  
10:00 a.m. – Worship Lite 
 
There is a good reason for the change.  Covid 19 cases are once again on 
the rise.   We want to spread out people coming and going, so the narthex 
and hallways are never crowded.  We ask that everyone wear a mask.  
Children under 12 do not have an option to vaccinate and we want to keep 
them safe. 
 
What is the difference between “Traditional Worship” and “Worship Lite”? 
 Both worship services will be blended with a little traditional and       

contemporary music at each one.   
 Both will use the same songs because we are one congregation.    
 One is at 8:00 a.m. for our early risers, the other at 10:00 a.m. for those 

who need a little bit more time to get moving.  Sunday school       chil-
dren and their parents are invited to attend either one.   

 At Worship Lite we will use one or two scripture readings instead of 
three or four.   

 We will incorporate our young people in worship by using skits,      
movement, special music, Children’s Words and Milestone Ministry 
Events.   

 A Busy Bag will be provided every Sunday with activities connected to 
that Sunday’s scripture. 

 
It’s been a long time since we have been able to worship as a community 
of faith.  We are looking forward to seeing you again. 
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September 2021 Worship News 
 
Sunday, September 5:  A Singing Hymn Sermon with Guest Preacher Sandy Grant 
 
On September 12th we begin worshiping at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.   
Sunday, September 12:  Rally Sunday with Holy Communion 

At Worship Lite at 10:00 a.m. 3 Year Olds – 4th Graders will be performing “Jesus 
Loves Me” for special music and the worship begins with a short skit that shares with us 
what the Invocation is all about.  

 
Stewardship begins September 19th and continues through Sunday, October 10th 
Sunday, September 19:  The Blessings of the Animals with Guest Preacher Sophie 

Geister-Jones 
 Worship will be outdoors and everyone is invited to bring their pet to worship to be 

blessed.  At Worship Lite the Sunday school will help out by singing the theme song for 
the day, “All God’s Critters” and Pastor Paula will share a Children’s Word.  At the 
10:00 a.m. worship Aubrey Mae Rece, daughter of Kelsey and Will Rece will be       
baptized. 

Sunday, September 26:  Worship with Holy Communion  
 At Worship Lite the Sunday school children will once again provide special music and 

we will sit back and enjoy a short skit explaining hymns and their place in our worship. 

The Evangelism Ministry Team invites you to join them                        
and together we will… 

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR 
Our resource is Eugene Peterson’s THE MESSAGE BIBLE 
DAYS 1-30 will be available in the narthex on September 1. 

 
This year because of Covid-19 we have made adjustments to our Sunday morning schedule 
so not so many people are coming or going from church at the same time.  We will have      
worship at 8 and 10 a.m. with Sunday school from 9:10 – 9:50 a.m.  This change in schedule 
gives us a chance to gather together and ask questions, discuss and reflect upon what we are 
reading.  When Pastor Paula is unable to be there because of other commitments, Sandy 
Grant will be present.  We will meet in the Choir Room off the narthex.    

 

“Christ In Our Home” devotional booklets in small and large print for October,       

November, and December are available.  You can pick a copy up located on 

the information desk in the Narthex. 



 By Roger Slack 

 1st John is a letter written by the Apostle John, the youngest of the Disciples, who     

ended up living to be the oldest. Reading aloud from the Message Bible, it took me 20 minutes 

37 seconds to read this one, so this is another letter that is a rather quick read, but is a very 

personal letter which was written to any number of churches from another eye witness of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Throughout John’s 1st letter, he spends a lot of time concentrating on how 

Jesus’ death and resurrection is all we need to know. It has made possible the forgiveness and 

removal of all our sins. We no longer need fear death. We no longer need fear being rejected 

by God as Jesus has claimed us as His own people and paid the price to redeem us. I still find 

it hard to understand a love so deep that He would do something like that for me and you. 

Growing to understand and know Jesus’ love for us will change us and cause us to love one 

another in this life. He goes on to explain that we can see how that love for each other is a    

distinctive sign and trait of those who do love Jesus versus those false teachers who are just in 

it for their own benefit and glory.  

1st John 5:11-13 is a favorite passage of mine that summarizes John’s message in this letter: 

“This is the testimony in essence: God gave us eternal life; the life is in His Son. So, 

whoever has the Son, has life; whoever rejects the Son, rejects life. My purpose in         

writing is simply this: that you who believe in God’s Son will know beyond the shadow 

of a doubt that you have eternal life, the reality and not the illusion.” God’s blessings to 

you as you read it yourself. 

Lutefisk Dinner  

For 2021  

Cancelled 

After discussion on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, members of the church council voted to        
approve a resolution to cancel the December 4th, 2021, Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner. 
 
This decision was based on input from a number of our congregation members because of 
the uncertainty of the Covid pandemic. 
 
Instead, the Youth will conduct a fundraiser around this time that will include sale of frozen 
lutefisk and meatballs prepared by volunteers in cheesecloth and ready to be put in your     
boiling pots at home.  Hopefully we will be able to hold a December, 2022 family style            
sit-down Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner with all the trimmings.  
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Gen Wilberg 
By Diane Matson 

Genevieve Wilberg was named Stoughton’s “Citizen of the Year “in 2006, and 
she was the first woman president of Mandt Lodge in 1993, but Gen never     
mentioned those honors and many others in our interview conversation. A little 
online research helped to fill in those blanks!  A woman with over 8 decades of contributions to 
her hometown, she shares that her favorite phrase, which she has often heard, was “Oh Mrs. 
Wilberg, you always were my favorite teacher”.  In her mind that has been Gen’s greatest       
accomplishment. 
 
Born to parents Theodore and Eva Fosdahl, along with sisters Lorraine and Jean, and brother 
Ted (now deceased) Gen has been a “forever” member of Christ Lutheran Church where she 
was baptized, confirmed, and married. 
 
After attending Stoughton High School, Gen graduated from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, 
majoring in Elementary Education and history. Before returning to Stoughton to teach 2nd 
through 5th grades at Yahara School for “lots of years”, Gen spent six years teaching second 
and third grades in Neenah. 
 
Upon returning to Stoughton, she soon caught the eye of Arnold Wilberg, a widower with two 
small boys, Roger and Richard. As a hometown girl, Gen shares that she knew who Arnold 
was, but that she didn’t know him well because he was “older”.  He eventually won her over 
however, and marriage and the birth of son Mark followed. Arnold passed away in 1979. 
 
Always community-minded, Gen has donated thousands of volunteer hours to the Stoughton 
community. She has contributed her time and talents to Skaalen, the Stoughton Senior        
Center, the Stoughton City Band where she was a member of the percussion section, and       
as a        member of the Board of Directors of the Stoughton Opera House, as well as being                
instrumental in helping to establish the Stoughton Hospital Gift Shop, and serving as its         
coordinator. 
 
One would be hard-pressed to find a position at CLC that she hasn’t filled. Gen has served as 
president of the Church Council and she has taught both Sunday School and Confirmation 
classes for many years. She has also served as both a lector and a liturgist for Sunday       
morning services, and as long-time Chair of the Elizabeth Circle, Gen was famous for placing 
her gavel directly in front of her, using it sparingly during the business portion of the meetings! 
Her wealth of Biblical knowledge and the pages of hand-written notes she prepared before    
Circle meetings always made her the best choice for leading Bible studies. Gen has even been 
called upon to accompany the choir on her bongo drums!  
 
Although Stoughton has always been “home”, Gen has been a world traveler. In addition to 
spending a semester studying in Norway as a student, trips to the Holy Land, Germany, Italy, 
Spain and beyond, have allowed her to see the world. Singing and reading are favorite       
hobbies, and now that she’s finally settled into her beautiful new apartment at Skaalen Heights, 
Gen says she’s ready to resume her role as a volunteer reading the lessons on Sunday       
mornings. 
 
Usually, the last question posed to people being interviewed for this column is “What is your 
favorite thing about Christ Lutheran”. Somehow, when it comes to Genevieve Wilberg, the    
obvious response would have to be that GEN is our favorite “thing”. What a wonderful asset 
you are to Christ Lutheran Church and to the City of Stoughton! Thank you from all of us. 
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

2021 Mission Trip 
 
Twenty-Four youth and adults traveled to Kalispell, Montana, Bob Marshall Wilderness Area 
and Glacier National Park on July 23 – August 1.  The general consensus is that it was a 
great trip.  The work was meaningful and the group was awesome.  You will be hearing 
more about the trip in the months to come.  We have over 1000 pictures to share, but will 
share only a few now.   

Work Group A 
Work Group B 

Work Group C 

The Group at Cripple Creek Horse Ranch 
enjoy a wagon ride and cowboy style  
cookout. 

Everyone on the Red bus for the Going-
to-the-Sun road Tour over Logan Pass. 

Everyone getting ready to Whitewater 
Raft down the Polson River. 
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Grace Notes/Bells  
For at least ten years Grace Notes has been a choir made up of    
confirmation students, high school students and interested adults 
that meet immediately following Confirmation on Wednesday         
evenings at 7:30 p.m.  We want to get back to meeting and making 
music, but with Covid-19 restrictions that means playing bells to 
begin with.  Hopefully by Christmas we can take off the masks and 
sing. 

Rally Sunday will be September 12
th

 at 9:10 AM.  (In-Person registration will 
begin at 8:00 AM or you can register ahead of time online at:                                

https://clcstoughton.org/online-giving/. 

This year the current plan is to go back to In-Person learning for everyone, 
but we will also be providing a short weekly 5-minute or less Children’s      
sermon online.  This online component I think is important because it       
allows families who might not be able to make it one week to still share 
God’s Word with their children. This can also be a way for families to         

           review what is being learned in Sunday school with their children and     
           have a family discussion about their faith.  
  
Our Church and Sunday School Schedule this year will be:    
 
 Traditional Service 8:00 AM  
 
 Sunday school from 9:10 AM to 9:50 AM.  (This allows for time in-between services 

and Sunday school to allow the traffic pattern to be less congested.  It also allows our 
teachers a solid 40 minutes with the kids.)  

 
 Worship Lite Service at 10:00 AM:  It provides traditional components, but during 
      this service we will be asking our Sunday school kids to participate in different aspects of 
      the service. 
 
 Please note that we will be including a Musical Component to Sunday school this year 
which will be taught by Linda Kunz or Kyla Betts: We will be rotating grade levels each 
Sunday. One week we will have Pre-K through 2nd Grade learn something and perform it and 
then the next week we will have 3rd through 6th Grade learn a short musical part which they will 
perform. These musical components will be in the form of: sign language, percussion or 
dance/movement until a time when it is safe for them to sing again without masks.   
 
Older Students will participate in the Service through: lectering, ushering, acolyting, and       
performing skits.  
  
We want all of our students to feel that they are an important part of the worship services.   
 
On September 12th Rally Sunday  we will practice some sign language for “Jesus Loves 
Me” with all of the kids then we will have the kids perform it at the 10:00 AM service. 

On Wednesday, September 15th at 6:30 PM we will have orientation for all        
confirmation students.  We ask that a parent attend this with their child. We have 
paperwork that needs to be completed and we provide information on the Sunday 
school, Service and Sermon Note requirements for each student.  We will require 
everyone to wear a mask.  The meeting will be held in the sanctuary so that all     
families can spread out.  For Incoming 7th Graders there is a one-time $50.00 fee 
that covers both their 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation expenses.  

https://clcstoughton.org/online-giving/


Funeral Luncheons at CLC 
 

Funeral luncheons have been part of the ministry of the church 
since the early days of the church.  I’m talking about first century 
church.  I am making an assumption.  But if they had potlucks 
back then, and they did, I am sure they had funeral luncheons.  
Funeral luncheons are an incredible comfort to families that are 
grieving the loss of a loved one.  They give family and friends a 
chance to talk, share stories and comfort one another.  We all 
need that.   
 

Since I can remember funeral luncheons have been the ministry of the church’s circles.  I have 
been a pastor now for 39 years and it has always been the women who served the food.  But 
that doesn’t mean it has to stay that way.  It is time CLC makes a change.  The women in our 
circles are aging and it is simply too much to ask of a few people.  It is time for it to become a 
congregational effort. 
 
That is what happened for Michael Iverson’s funeral.  We ended up serving close to 200       
people and it took people from every age group to do it.  We had members of Elizabeth Circle, 
but they came with only one job assigned to them – make the sandwiches.  Others came      
earlier to set the tables.  Still others came to set out the food, cut and plate the desserts, pour 
the beverages, walk around to refill the coffee pots, pick up the dishes and wash them.  We 
probably had too many people working, but then four individuals were recruiting.  It was an     
intergenerational event!  That was great to see!   
 
In the coming months we are going to be looking for people who are willing to help out with this 
ministry.  Funerals and luncheons can happen any day of the week, so the young retirees will 
be approached.  Youth and people still working will be asked on the weekends.  When you are 
asked to put your name on the list, I hope you will say “yes.”  Offering comforting is one of the 
ministries of the church.  Check out that symbol at the top of this article.  It comes right from 
the picture above the gym entrance and the banner in the sanctuary.   
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Pictures from Ladies Night 
Out. To help cut back on 
crowds during the Pandemic 
we did not have our normal 
large gathering at the end.  
Instead groups of ladies came 
and filled out their tickets and 
prizes were drawn after and 
then mailed to the winners! 
Special Thanks to Traci       
Williams for these pictures. 



At the end of July we wrapped up our collection for Global Health Ministries.  In August and 
September we begin our drive to collect items for Lutheran World Relief.  Whether we are     
collecting for Global Health Ministries or Lutheran World Relief the need is out there.  Not only 
are the poorest of the poor dealing with Covid-19, but global warming and climate change.   
We will put together Personal Care Kits, Baby Kits and School Kits.  I get most excited about 
the School Kits.  It is education that helps the world’s poor the most.  It prepares them for     
better paying jobs and promises to liberate them from the bondage of poverty.  Please read 
through the list and help CLC send at least as many kits as we sent last year.  
 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH BABY CARE KIT:  

-TWO lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies ®)  

-TWO long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)  

-TWO receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or     
crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, between 36” and 52” 
square  

-FOUR cloth diapers, flat fold preferred  

-ONE jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include 
a baby cap  

-TWO pairs of socks  

-ONE hand towel, dark color recommended  

-TWO or three bath-size bars of gentle soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original            
wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars  

-TWO diaper pins or large safety pin 

 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT  
 
-ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), 
dark color recommended  
 
-TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in 
original wrapping  
 
-ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging*  
 
-ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging  
 
-ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging  
 

Please Note: toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in  
a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap  
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INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH SCHOOL KIT  
 
-FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, 
approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper  
 
-ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one 
side and inches on the other  
 
-ONE pencil sharpener  
 
-ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 
steel blades work well)  
 
-FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band  
 
-FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band  
 
-ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons  
 
-ONE 2 ½” eraser  
 
-ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approximately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps 
(no standard backpacks)  

Brooklyn Lutheran is asking if Christ Lutheran will collect donations to help Afghan Refugees 
who will be settled in Wisconsin. They need basic items to set-up new households here. If you 
are interested in donating here is a list of some of the things that they are currently looking for: 
  
Large kitchen trash cans with lids, 11-13 gallon (new or please clean) 
smaller trash cans (new or please clean) 
toilet bowl brushes and toilet bowl cleaner 
paper towels and towel holders 
ziplock bags, size snack, quart and gallon 
skin lotion 
twin or full size sheet sets 
Twin or full size mattress pads 
Twin size blankets and comforters (please wash before donating) 
new brooms and dustpans 
shower curtains and rings 
vacuum cleaners in good working order 
TV antennas 
small first-aid kits 
electric fans 
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A heartfelt thank you to all the members of 
the congregation that came together to 
help set up, donate food, organize, and 
clean up for the Iverson funeral luncheon 
on July 5th.  Elizabeth Circle took the lead, 
and as always we appreciate the ladies for 
their delicious food prepared and attention 
to details for organization of the luncheon. 
When we learned that several members of 
the circle would not be available due to     
holiday plans or concerns over the           
pandemic, the call was put out for            
additional help. CLC youth and several   
other members answered the call and 
pitched in to help make this a success. 
This was the first full funeral luncheon 
since the pandemic began. We appreciate 
the many hands that helped to make this 
go so well. Many compliments were heard 
from the family and various other mourners 
over how good the food was and how 
smoothly everything went for the luncheon.  
 
Many Thanks! 
Elizabeth Circle  
 

 Elizabeth Circle 
             

Dear Pastor Paula, 
 
   Thank you so much for the gifts you gave 
me for my graduation!  I love the blanket. 
Also, thank you for the opportunity that 
you gave me to get a scholarship. The 
money that I got from the church is going 
to help my family and I so much! 
 
        Thank you! 
  From Grace Ott 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 
 
  On behalf of the Stoughton Food Pantry we thank 
you for your donation of $730. 
 
The food pantry is a valuable resource for needy      
families in our area, and many will benefit from your 
generosity. Your gift enables us to meet the needs of 
those who might otherwise go hungry.  
 
During the first six months of 2021, the pantry      
served 368 households and 771 individuals in need 
distributing a total of 29,328  pounds of food.  
 
Due to the generous support of our community we are 
now allowing pantry clients to utilize the pantry twice 
each month. We have increased the amount of food 
given to clients and we have begun delivery to clients 
who are without transportation to the pantry. Without 
your generosity none of this would be possible. 
 
We know there are many organizations that deserve 
your support. Thank you for making Stoughton Food 
Pantry a priority and helping us advance our mission. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Hagen 
Volunteer 
City of Stoughton Food Pantry 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 
 
On behalf of the Stoughton Food Pantry. We thank 
you for your donation of 179 pounds of Detergent, 
Salad Dressing and Sugar. 
 
The food pantry is a valuable resource for needy      
families in our area, and many will benefit from your 
generosity. Your gift enables us to meet the needs of 
those who might otherwise go hungry.  
 
During the first six months of 2021, the pantry      
served 368 households and 771 individuals in need 
distributing a total of 29,328  pounds of food.  
 
Due to the generous support of our community we are 
now allowing pantry clients to utilize the pantry twice 
each month. We have increased the amount of food 
given to clients and we have begun delivery to clients 
who are without transportation to the pantry. Without 
your generosity none of this would be possible. 
 
We know there are many organizations that deserve 
your support. Thank you for making Stoughton Food 
Pantry a priority and helping us advance our mission. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Hagen 
Volunteer 
City of Stoughton Food Pantry 
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Endowment Foundation 
In Memory of:    From: 
Elayne Nicholls  Roger & Joyce Uttermark 
 
Gift:    Andrew Kohlhoff 

Funeral: William B. Halverson 
– July 30, 2021  
                      

Funeral: Jeffrey Victor Zarth 
– August 23, 2021  

Baptism – August 22, 2021 
Cooper John Kleven, son of 
Steven and Ashley Kleven 

The Board of Parish Fellowship is looking for people to build a 
volunteer team to serve coffee and treats on Sunday morning 
between the two services.  We are hoping to have enough 
people to have each team of two serve for one week a month 
or one week every other month.. 
 
The task consists of making coffee prior to 8:00 AM. Staying 
to replenish and clean up the dishes and put things away after 
the coffee hour following the 1st service.   
 
Please apply to the Church Office / Gloria Hayne for           
consideration.  Thank you so much.  
 

If you would like to give flowers on a special day, call Gloria at          
873-9353. The cost is $32.50.  The dates available are: September 5, 
October 10, 17, November 14, 21, 28, December 12, 19 and 26. 



 

“ So w e  a re  am b a ss ado r s  fo r  
C h r is t…”  -  

 

2  C or i n t h ia ns  5 : 20  

Christ Lutheran Church 

700 County Road B 

Stoughton, WI  53589 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

Jenny Hoffman, Lay Ministry Administrator  

 

Phone: 608.873.9353 

Fax: 608.873.3949 

Email:  pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org 

            JennyH@clcstoughton.org  

            office@clcstoughton.org 

 

CLC Website:  www.clcstoughton.org 

 

Staff: 

Gloria Hayne, Office Administrator  

Eileen Klinzing, Financial Secretary 
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