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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

September 5, 2021 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones    Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Preacher:  Sandy Grant  

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Ushers: Todd Skavlen’s Team     Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flowers in honor of Genevieve Wilberg’s Birthday given by her children. 

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor 
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his 
first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her 
faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was 
he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she 
took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows 
no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as 
a child and heir. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “When in Your Music God is Glorified”  Stanford/Cherwien 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence  
      is sure, and whose love is endless. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  God our comforter: 
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C:  like lost sheep we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see  
      scarcity.  We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit  
      the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.  
      Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our  
      neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩  

     Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the  
      forgiveness of all your sins 
C:  Amen. 

stand 
HYMN: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   by Charles Wesley 

 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 

 

 My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 

the honors of your name. 

 

 The name of Jesus charms our fears 

and bids our sorrows cease, 

sings music in the sinner's ears, 
brings life and health and peace. 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see  
     scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit 
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     the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.  
     Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our  
     neighbors as ourselves. Amen 
P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in Christ  
     Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all  
      your sins. 
C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  ”Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow”  by Thomas Ken 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and  

      death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a  

      people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus 

      Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen. 

Sit 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 35:3-7 

Energize the limp hands, strengthen the rubbery knees. Tell fearful souls,  “Courage! 

Take heart! GOD is here, right here, on his way to put things right And redress all wrongs. 

He’s on his way! He’ll save you!” 5-7 Blind eyes will be opened, deaf ears unstopped, 

Lame men and women will leap like deer,     the voiceless break into song. Springs of 

water will burst out in the wilderness, streams flow in the desert. Hot sands will become 

a cool oasis, thirsty ground a splashing fountain. Even lowly jackals will have water to 

drink, and barren grasslands flourish richly. 

 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Lord Speak to Us, That We May Speak” by Frances Havergal 
 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak 

in living echoes of your tone; 

as you have sought, so let us seek 

your straying children, lost and lone. 

 

 Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord, 

until our very hearts o'erflow 

in kindling thought and glowing word, 

your love to tell, your praise to show. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 7th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37 
24-26 From there Jesus set out for the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house there 
where he didn’t think he would be found, but he couldn’t escape notice. He was 
barely inside when a woman who had a disturbed daughter heard where he was. 
She came and knelt at his feet, begging for help. The woman was Greek, Syro-
Phoenician by birth. She asked him to cure her daughter. 27 He said, “Stand in line 
and take your turn. The children get fed first. If there’s any left over, the dogs get 
it.” 28 She said, “Of course, Master. But don’t dogs under the table get scraps 
dropped by the children?” 29-30 Jesus was impressed. “You’re right! On your way! 
Your daughter is no longer disturbed. The demonic affliction is gone.” She went 
home and found her daughter relaxed on the bed, the torment gone for good. 31-

35 Then he left the region of Tyre, went through Sidon back to Galilee Lake and 
over to the district of the Ten Towns. Some people brought a man who could 
neither hear nor speak and asked Jesus to lay a healing hand on him. He took the 
man off by himself, put his fingers in the man’s ears and some spit on the man’s 
tongue. Then Jesus looked up in prayer, groaned mightily, and commanded, 
Ephphatha!—Open up!” And it happened. The man’s hearing was clear and his 
speech plain—just like that. 36-37 Jesus urged them to keep it quiet, but they talked 
it up all the more, beside themselves with excitement. “He’s done it all and done 
it well. He gives hearing to the deaf, speech to the speechless.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

5 
 

Sit 

SERMON: “The Poems that We Sing” 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  by Joachim Neander 

 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

joining in glad adoration! 
 

 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 

 

“On Eagles Wings”  by Michael Joncas 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

who abide in this shadow for life, 

say to the Lord: “My refuge, 

my rock in whom I trust!” 

 

                Refrain: And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 

bear you on the breath of dawn, 

make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” by Thomas Chisholm 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 

         Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
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“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” by Albert Bayly 

vs. 2: Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 

still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power 

to our world to make it whole. 

 

“Jesus Shall Reign”  by Isaac Watts 

 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

does its successive journeys run; 

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 

the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 

the weary find eternal rest, 

and all who suffer want are blest. 

Stand 
 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

7 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, 
      and all in need. 
A Brief Silence 

P:  Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church.  
      Guide all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share  
      your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless  
      all who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. 
      Inspire all people to show care for the world you have made. Lord, in your  
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and  
      governments to work with one another for the good of our common world.  
      unite us in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or  
     persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through  
     uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and  
      ministries of this congregation. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your  
      glorious presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives.  
      Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;  
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Go in peace.  The living Word dwell in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  by Charles Wesley   

He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 

new life the dead receive; 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 

 

Look unto him, your Savior own, 

O fallen human race! 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

be justified by grace! 

 

 To God all glory, praise, and love 

be now and ever giv'n 

by saints below and saints above, 

the church in earth and heav'n. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues”  Gläser/Hopson 


