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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

August 29, 2021 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Preacher:  Sandy Grant   Lector:  Dave Selbo 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Acolytes: Ella Hamacher   Ushers: Kaeson Salonek, David Selbo 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flowers are given by Roger & Geri Slack  

in honor of their 35th Wedding Anniversary 
 

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while 
the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external 
things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says 
God has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word 
when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in 
us clean hearts. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Jesus We Are Gathered” Matsikenyiri/Raabe 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of  
      miracles, the God of mercy. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P:  God, our provider, 
C:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways  
      when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to 
      our own understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your  
      teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?   
      Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  
      Amen. 
P:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and  
      nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than  

      enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you  
      are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”  #527 ELW 

 

vs. 1: Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 

our hearts in true devotion bow. 

Your Spirit send with light divine, 

and let your truth within us shine. 

 

vs. 2: Unseal our lips to sing your praise 

in endless hymns through all our days; 

increase our faith and light our minds; 

and set us free from doubt that blinds. 

 

vs. 4: All glory to the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, 

be praise throughout eternity! 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!”  #848 ELW vs. 1 & 2 

vs. 1: Give to our God immortal praise! 

Mercy and truth are all his ways. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

vs. 2: He sent his Son with pow'r to save 

from guilt and darkness and the grave. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures.  

      Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us  

      from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved  

      through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “Give Me a Clean Heart”  Douroux/Helgen 
 

FIRST READING:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of 
God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
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authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your 
feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition 
to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the 
gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 
fearlessly, as I should. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  #618 ELW  

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 7th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 20-23 
7 1-4 The Pharisees, along with some religion scholars who had come from 
Jerusalem, gathered around him. They noticed that some of his disciples weren’t 
being careful with ritual washings before meals. The Pharisees—Jews in general, 
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in fact—would never eat a meal without going through the motions of a ritual 
hand-washing, with an especially vigorous scrubbing if they had just come from 
the market (to say nothing of the scourings they’d give jugs and pots and pans). 
5 The Pharisees and religion scholars asked, “Why do your disciples brush off the 
rules, showing up at meals without washing their hands?” 6-8 Jesus answered, 
“Isaiah was right about frauds like you, hit the bull’s-eye in fact: These people 
make a big show of saying the right thing, but their heart isn’t in it. They act like 
they are worshiping me, but they don’t mean it. They just use me as a cover for 
teaching whatever suits their fancy, Ditching God’s command     and taking up the 
latest fads.”  14-15 Jesus called the crowd together again and said, “Listen now, all 
of you—take this to heart. It’s not what you swallow that pollutes your life; it’s 
what you vomit—that’s the real pollution.” 20-23 He went on: “It’s what comes out 
of a person that pollutes: obscenities, lusts, thefts, murders, adulteries, greed, 
depravity, deceptive dealings, carousing, mean looks, slander, arrogance, 
foolishness—all these are vomit from the heart. There is the source of your 
pollution.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON:  “Seeds of Faith and Weapons of War” 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Onward Christian Soldiers”  #509 LBW  
"Onward, Christian Soldiers" was written in 1865 for Sunday School children to sing as they led a 

procession of their congregation through the streets of town to join in worship with a neighboring 

church. When Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt met in August 1941 on the battleship HMS 

Prince of Wales to agree to the Atlantic Charter, a church service was held for which Prime Minister 

Churchill chose this as one of the hymns. The song was also included at the funeral of American 

president Dwight D. Eisenhower at the National Cathedral, Washington, D.C., March 1969. 

vs. 1: Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 

with the cross of Jesus going on before. 

Christ, the royal master, leads against the foe; 

forward into battle, see, his banners go! 

 

                       Refrain:  Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 

with the cross of Jesus going on before. 
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vs. 4: Onward, then, you faithful, join our happy throng; 

blend with ours your voices in the triumph song. 

Glory, laud, and honor unto Christ the king. 

We through countless ages 

with the angels sing:  Refrain 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,  
     and all in need. 

A Brief Silence 
P:  We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your  

     presence. Fill it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your  

     expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat  
      and resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats  
      and ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We pray for individuals in positions of authority. Raise up wise and discerning  
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      leaders in federal, state, and local governments and guide them to seek the  
      benefit of every person. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are  
      unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, 
     clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year).  
      Empower teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning  
      and development. Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who  
      provide encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God  
     with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting that  
     we will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;  
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
      
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
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ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

P:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”  #864 ELW vs. 1,2 

vs. 1: Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; 

joyfully your tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

evermore God's praises sing. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praises everlasting ring! 

 

vs. 2: God be praised for grace and favor 

to our forebears in distress. 

God be praised, the same forever, 

slow to chide and swift to bless. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Glorious is God's faithfulness! 

 
POSTLUDE: “Onward Christian Soldiers”  Sullivan/Hopson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


