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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 August 15, 2021 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts  Oboe:  Katy Hopkins 

Preacher: Sandy Grant   Lector: Marti Conant 

Ushers: Andrew Quam, Sharon Manson 

Acolytes:  Evey Kellnhofer, Maddie Schulz   Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flowers are in honor of Joe & Carol Kubale 60th Wedding Anniversary  
 

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread 
and drink her wine. The first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical 
tradition that imagined Wisdom as existing before anything was created and having 
a role in the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites 
us to eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel includes no account of the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper, but here we can't help hearing Jesus’ words as an 
invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: “Sonata in A Minor”  Movement II  Tellemann 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of  
      miracles, the God of mercy. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P:  God, our provider, 
C:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways  
      when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to 
      our own understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your  
      teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?   
      Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  
      Amen. 
P:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and  
      nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than  

      enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you  
      are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 

HYMN: “Be Thou My Vision”  #793 ELW  vs. 1,2,3 

vs. 1: Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

vs. 2: Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

 

vs. 3: Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 

thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
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P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!”  #848 ELW vs. 1 & 2 

vs. 1: Give to our God immortal praise! 

Mercy and truth are all his ways. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

vs. 2: He sent his Son with pow'r to save 

from guilt and darkness and the grave. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the  
     world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be  
     strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through  
     Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
Sit 
ANTHEM:  “Gabriel’s Oboe”   Morricone 
 
FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6 
1-6 Lady Wisdom has built and furnished her home; it’s supported by seven hewn 
timbers. The banquet meal is ready to be served: lamb roasted, wine poured out, 
table set with silver and flowers. Having dismissed her serving maids, Lady Wisdom 
goes to town, stands in a prominent place, and invites everyone within sound of 
her voice:  “Are you confused about life, don’t know what’s going on? Come with 
me, oh come, have dinner with me! I’ve prepared a wonderful spread—fresh-
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baked bread, roast lamb, carefully selected wines. Leave your impoverished 
confusion and live! Walk up the street to a life with meaning.” 
 
L:  The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  #618 ELW  

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, feed me now and evermore. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 6:47-58 
47-51 “I’m telling you the most solemn and sober truth now: Whoever believes in me 
has real life, eternal life. I am the Bread of Life. Your ancestors ate the manna 
bread in the desert and died. But now here is Bread that truly comes down out of 
heaven. Anyone eating this Bread will not die, ever. I am the Bread—living 
Bread!—who came down out of heaven. Anyone who eats this Bread will live—and 
forever! The Bread that I present to the world so that it can eat and live is myself, 
this flesh-and-blood self.” 52 At this, the Jews started fighting among themselves: 
“How can this man serve up his flesh for a meal?” 53-58 But Jesus didn’t give an inch. 
“Only insofar as you eat and drink flesh and blood, the flesh and blood of the Son 
of Man, do you have life within you. The one who brings a hearty appetite to this 
eating and drinking has eternal life and will be fit and ready for the Final Day. My 
flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. By eating my flesh and drinking my 
blood you enter into me and I into you. In the same way that the fully alive Father 
sent me here and I live because of him, so the one who makes a meal of me lives 
because of me. This is the Bread from heaven. Your ancestors ate bread and later 
died. Whoever eats this Bread will live always.”  
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 
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SERMON”  Psalm 27:4      I’m asking God for one thing, ONLY one thing.   

                                              To live with God in God’s house my whole life long. 

Stand 

HYMN:  “By Your Hand You Feed Your People”  #469 ELW  

vs. 1: By your hand you feed your people,  
food of angels, heaven's bread. 

For these gifts we did not labor,   

by your grace have we been fed: 

                          

Refrain: Christ's own body, blessed and broken,  

cup o'er flowing, life outpoured, 

given as a living token  

of your world redeemed, restored. 

 

vs. 2: In this meal we taste your sweetness,  

bread for hunger, wine of peace. 

Holy word and holy wisdom  

satisfy our deepest needs.  Refrain 

 

vs. 3:  Send us now with faith and courage   

to the hungry, lost, bereaved. 

In our living and our dying,  

we become what we receive:  Refrain 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the  
     church, the world, and all of creation. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars,  
      authors, and seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite  
      others into deeper understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open 
      our minds to new ideas. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice  
     caps. Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new  
     approaches to the ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of  
     hurricanes or tropical storms. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political  
      grudges and renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide  
      them in the work of reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental  
      illness or mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. 
      Come quickly to help all who are grieving and all those who suffer. God, in your  
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven  
      this assembly. Bless the creative work of poets, hymn writers, composers,  
      painters, sculptors, and others that enrich our worship and daily life. God, in  
      your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven  
      through which we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with all the  
      saints to eternal life. God, in your mercy, 
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C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your  
      saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!  

     The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

COMMUNION: “Sonata in A Minor”  Movement III    Telemann 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

      his grace until life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever  

      ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the  

      world with your own life.  In your name we pray. 

C:  Amen. 

 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 

P:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SENDING HYMN:  “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”  #494 ELW vs. 1,2,4 

vs. 1: For the bread which you have broken,  

for the wine which you have poured, 

for the words which you have spoken,  

now we give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

vs. 2: By this promise that you love us,  

by your gift of peace restored, 

by your call to heav'n above us,  

hallow all our lives, O Lord. 

 

vs. 4: In your service, Lord, defend us;  

in our hearts keep watch and ward; 

in the world to which you send us  

let your kingdom come, O Lord. 

 
POSTLUDE:  “Voluntary”  Garth 
 
 


